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CON 155 ba o 
 Evsinrs, has lately enter 
ed upon buſineſs, and is at the 
head of a family. He was reli- 
giouſly educated, and difcovers 
of an immoral turn. 
He is well acquainted with his 
Bible, expreſſes a regard for the 


principles and inſtitutions of the 


3 and _ appears in him 
pe 00d thing towards the 

d his Gop. But he is natu- 
rally timid and irreſolute, and 
his ſituation expoſes him to ma- 


ny ſnares. His father feels for 


As him 


Wa 
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him with Sw A of a p > 
e eben ond, vines 
him that experimental and prac- 
tical ac uaintance with the Di- 
viné I. whichiwodld ford him 
. uſefulneſs here, and a ſtation 
. pinch iz better world. 
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226 Som; if thine heart be 
wife, my heart ſhall rejoice, 


even mme. It will give me 
N pleatire to ſee you diſpoſed 


for every intellectual and manly im- 
an acquaint- | 


provement; "cultivati 
ance- with thoſe” ſeveral branches of 
uſeful knowledge, into the firſt prin- 
ciples of which you was early initiated; 

and conducting 8 in every ſta- 


ten 
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You was taught to read your, Bible al- 
molt as ſoon as you-gould. read at all: 
Its important truths have been explain 
ed to you, and its, glotious * ä 
been urged upon Ac . of che 
leading evidences ß its dis ee 
Baye, likewiſe, at one tige Ari 
been, lai 7 7 5 vou and truſt you 
have the ſatisfaction toi knoWthab.4n = 
pour adherence tq,the.;great prin 
cue enen Bf 

allowing cunning ene e 
As 1 wi 10 might 
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77855 The eee dvine know- 
ro woe ere {ind ety as wil make 


it the more you 

?” intrivffe beauty and 
arid "the © better aipoltd 
Want de ts cee 10 eſteem it as 


you 
ene pode bf Sterner Hfe: not 


Pos Arn ok of future world, 
4 


inrucrtons likewiſe, which 
ble to make you wiſe unto ſal- 
en through fafth which is in Chriſt 

us.” This ſacred volume will give 
Tok the beſt affiſtance in your inqui- 
ies "bfter "Gon," and your duty to 
bim. — Toꝶ Have always believed his 


B 2 exiſtence 


nature and 


telligent, ſelf-conſeious being 


| forth, or he had created the 2 abe 
| world: from everlaſling: he 


and to all worlds; ; and knowxhatithe 


earth with r er as he 
is every where, it is 
that he muſt know a 
ſees the conduct of his creatures at afl 
times, and in all .circumſtances yen 


he ſearches the; Fins, and the hone: 


4 Eusrzxe e PIII TpS- | 
exiſtenes'y/ realize. it ſerieuſiy and fre. 
quently; and iche ſexeral fopreſenta- 
tions which he bein ge 'His 
perfeRions;- | 287 9h 49/0 6 ber 

That divine revelation teaches you 
to conceive of him as a Spirit; an in- 
4e dds 


ſpirit and liſe of the creation ; 


uncreated, and infinltely above all de- 
pendance upon another for his con- 


tinued exiſtence and hap pineſs. Eook ; 
back to the beginning. erde, and; if 
I may ſo-ſpeaky:toithoufands;* and eh 
thoufand times ten thouſand of lag e 
before ever te mountains wet bfu Fo 


Extend your thoughts to Ml. 125 88 


is not a f pace in- the univerſt 
but Gon is there: he fills heaven and 


go ® , 


alf anger He g8. 1 He 


Al things 5 
ternal covering) an poop 


treble) 


| 
; 
| 
| 
L 
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are naked (or without ex- 
ANGIE no 
alnment within mpene- 
to the eyes of bim with whom 
* ac- 
quainted wich the nature and conſe- 

7 of thofe general laws which 
5 eſtahlifhed in his creation ; and 
ikewiſe foreſees every event that 


he 
will take place in every future period 


of time, im all parts of the univerſe. 
This knowledge is indeed too wonder- 

ful for us; but it is no more than che 

oracles of truth exprefily affert of their 
divine author; na more than they 
prove ber nen of by a variety 
15 inſtanc bre us likewiſe 
that he upholds and directs all thin 
that he Can fulfil all his re; t at 
he always purſues the beſt ends, by the 
beſt means; and will, in every diſpoſal 
of his providence do tight. Juſtice and 
judgment are the foundations of his 
throne, All the hofts of Heaven adore 
him as the holy, boly, holy Bord God 
Almighty, who was, and is, and is to 
come. We might conclude from hence 
B 3 that 


6 Eogepny to Harga gon 


that. he ig ever diſpleaſed. with. the un- 
holy and profane. But [WE are c. 


refaly chat the | low! 
Loo oat Ty one 
every day; A i us at 
the Univerſe; has often, and in very 
awful terms, threatened them with the 
juſt puniſhment of thein arimes either 
here or hereafter. Vet e Lord 


Gop merciful and , gracious, ;Hlow. to 
anger, forgiving 3 een plente; 
ous in redemption... Bal ebenen 


and experience may convince us that 


he is good to all, and that his tender 
mercies are overall Works. Rut kO w, 
my Philetus, that he will ſhew ſpecial 
favour to the righteous :- - Hi ans 75 
continually over them for 1 


ears are open to their prayers,; hig 
aſſutes us that he will LN wp 


and 
glory, and will withold.nq good thing | 


from them that walkuprightly. And has 
he not abundantly LAT as his:word 
in the conduct of his providence towards 
his creatures in all Vader Ra 
The creation itſelf, and the eſtabliſhed 
laws by which it appears to * er 


9 


* 


HAT TERS) 7 
ed; the ſeveral inhabitants of the earth, 
the air and the ſeas, —— object orf 
out ſenſar, and every ſubject of our 
 -ratpnabrhonght-and mquiry, 


is a teſti- 
memy and memorial of this Go, and 
r es enfant . * 
n 3 
„ Wnete benſe can reachy/i or. fancy 
ial $firove,- f 149115 e K. 
„From hill to hill, | bm eh 0 
eee OMS += 14 "#5 ca. + 
Acro the waves, tie Kos 
There's not a ſpot, or deep or high, 
Where: the Creatot has not trod, 
0 And left the footſteps of xiGop.” 
0 l Wo 1 {. 17050 90 138) ind 5 he 
And kibw that his name: i is 
-Jehorah; and that his glory will he 
to another. There are none 
on earthy on in. heaven worthy of being 
ry Att lim none that can rea- 
Joriably.. be deſired be ſides him.— In- 
deed there are none but owe all the 
excellence and happineſs of which 
they are poſſaſſed, to this great bei 
5 abe Aube of the ente — 
his nature and perfections will con- 
tinue 


— 


$ Events 0 Pulrrru. 
tinue the ſame when theſe heavem, 
and 3 are no more. They 


_halt periſh .fr one of his ſervants: 
in u 'nddrefs to him) but chou 
halt — yea all of them ſhall 


wax old like ta | ent; af a veſture 
ſhalt thou change them and they ſhall 
be changed; hut thou art the fame, 
and thy years ſhall have no end. Hence 
Gon is juſtly repreſented as the dwell- 
| ing-place of his people in all oer 
tions. And, having revealed himſe 
to us in the New-Teſtament as the 
Gon and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, he has encouraged us, in his 
name, to come boldly to > he throne of 
grace, to obtain mercy and find grace 
to help us in time of need. Before 
that throne you have frequently bow- 
ed the knee; both in publiek ; and 
private. May you continue to nies 
your approaches to it with the. devo- 
tion which his word inculcates, 
with all the fucceſs Which it encou- 


L 


rages oy, 9 to Eyped !, Adieu,. 
| lam, & . 
"Li 1 
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Or-the 4 true ſpirit. of Pity and 


| e. wi l * Devation. 

TT will 86e me Nee my Phile. 
tus, if I can ſay any thing to aſſiſt 

4 708 f in. yours inquiries after Gop, and 

| yo: duty to him. —You have often, 

| | 

, 

: 


ST VYF ww Goa” YU S be + 
A # ww * © of * 


0 ſay, 14 into his preſence to 

| age in; what are called, acts of de. 

-votion, wichout con confugering wherein 

true >devotion confiſts; and indeed 

| without yo concetn to cheriſh; -and 

expreſs à dilpolition of heart ſuitable 

; thoſe perfections of the bleſſed Gop, 

you have been reminded. 

0 queſtion you ou propoſe is a very im- 

portant one, Where with ſhall I come 

e before the Lord and how ſhall 1 

4 bow before the moſt. high Gop. 
Vo cannot but be ſenſible that, in 

n order 


| R Be Cad ns l 


ih awful indignation of n pevple 
they dre near to him with their 


with any character than with that of 


| and cultiyate in the heart thoſe leni 


10 Evaesss 1 pinzxrus. 


order to perform a ſervice acceptable 
to an omniſcient 


= 


the we yoo of prong on the "appear- 
ances of ſanctitx and or be 

you. WIS Pa cannot be deceived, 
ons wilk he be mocked.' Ne ſteth net 
as man ſeeth : man looketh at the 
outward appearance, but the Lord 
looketh on the bearte, Ne once ſpike 


whoſe hearts were far from him, while 


mouths, and hononied him will their 
lips. Nor. was eur jeſus evel ſeverer 


the 3 Indeed it is a very de- 
teſtable one, anddeferves not any een- 
fare, but . contempt.” ''Eves wwoid the 
moſt diſtant. hes toward it, 


ments and- affections which you eicher 
expreſs, at ought to feet; before Gon; 


— that thoſe who would ap- 


prove themſelves his true worſhipers, 


muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in 


truth. 
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LETTER % 
ttugh,+ You atk, | „What are tho 
+ ſentimrats' and uffestens tdwards 


G which conftaute che. true fpirit 


t zof gleyotion, and which' bught, as 
. E een . H ſucret 
Wehren f, Need I tell bu, 

Phaletus, that it Hevomes us as __ 
turcs, And eſpecially az fm ners, to ap- 
him wich reverence and godly 
fear? You know it 3 and wil, I ho 


always remernber, that ĩt is a very 10 


len; work-to-converſe with Go A 
bold irreverent behaviour, or even a 
willing ſpirit, would be highly provok- 
ung to che Almighty. * Serve the 
Lord with frar, is a precept to 
Kings, And a precept which Seraphs 
.do well to obey. -Recollect what you 
know! of the perſections of Gop, and 
the ſeverab relations in hich he ſtands 
10 his creatures; think of the expreſ- 
ſians ofe holy ae and veneration with 
\which; he is approached by the inhabi- 
tants of the upper world; and you 
42 hope; wat alli times, but eſpe- 
y when you arc preſenting yourfelf 

ore him, be 8 to _— the 

ord 
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32 Egygenps # Pup rrus 
Jord Gov: in your heart, and to make 
him your fear and your: read: Re- 
5 * Eli, Rane and 

ae 1 7 OT? Land 
51 — —— it e awful! co 
ES = ang ful contquences 3 

for our And when you re- 
collect "their 2 and their end, 
learn ever to bow before the throne 
with that contrition; and of 
mind, which ſuitable appr r 
Go and ourſelves — 
mote. There confeſs, my Philerus, * 
the language of true penitence, 
tranſgreſſions, unto the Lord: "the ins 
of your heart, as well as thoſe of your 
words and actions Such as have been 
committed more immediately againſt 

Gon, and every treſpaſs againſt your 
fellow 1 ſins of child- 
hood and youth, together with thoſe 
of your riper years nay the repeated 
Inſtances in which you have neglected 
_ your duty, or have engaged in it in an 
| unbecoming : and unprofitable! manner, 

| Gt. and 


2 5 I e ji. wy jji. 
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LETTER II. 13 
add "every ſecret or heedleſs fin, as 
well as your gpen and wilſul violations 
of tlie law of Gop. Own with ſhame 
and ſorrow the iniquity of your fins as 
committed againſt the majeſty of hea- 
ven, and the Gop of love; as viola- 
tions of a law, in-itſelf juſt and good; 
and the obligations of which have. been 


clearly revealed to you, and power- 


fully inculcated upon you. Lament 
before him the ingratitude with which 
you” have been chargeable towards 
the: author of your being, -and the 
father of all your mercies; the un- 
worthy” returns you have made him 
for the protection and bounty of his 
providence, and more eſpecially for the 
riches of his grace in Chriſt Jeſus; 
fad inftances in which you have 
acted contrary to the inſtructions you 
have received, the conviction of your 
own conſcience, your religious pur- 
ore and moſt ſolemn engagements. 
ament, when before the throne, what 
you' yet feel of an evil heart of unbe- 
lief that is prone to depart from the 
living Gop ; the ſtrength of our evil 
| 2 appe- 


— — 
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A a 4 2 * * — 


14. Evsenxs 7% PuIIETruvs 
| appetites and paſſions; the eaſy acceſs 
tmat temptations find to the heart; the 

imperfection of the chriſtian graces in 
your mind, and the unprofitableneſs of 


. —— - - 


your life. Theſe things ſhould be often 
lamented before Gop; and I hope you 
will not only confeſs your fins, but, as 
becomes a true penitent, immediately 
and reſolutely forſake them. Seek the 
aſhſtance-of Gop's holy Spirit for that 
important purpoſe, while you aſk for- 

_ givensſs in the temper and language of 
tithe publican, Gop be merciful to me 
ad ſinner.“ That petition expreſſes not 
only a becoming lowlineſs of ſpirit, 
but likewiſe, what I would alſo re- 
commend to you in your ſeaſons of 
devout intercourſe with heaven, viz. 
ant araent deſire after Gop, and the 
bleſſings of his favour. Acts of de- 
votion, you will remember, are not 
expedient, merely or chiefly upon their 
own account; they are to be engaged 

in as à means to a farther end: An end 

no leſs important than that of our ac- 
ceptance with Gop through Chriſt 
Jeſus. And ſurely this is of confe- 

| | | Aauence 


* - 
OOO — 72 —— IO — ſõ— 
— — — wa #5 = a * 
— — _ < " 2 


— ——— ñ—— Fm½ñ2——ů—ůͤ—ůꝛ ů « — — 0 


— —————— CEC — 


— —„— — —ͤ— — + — 
e — r 


— — —ä 
—— — — — — — — - _ — _ — 
— 


— —•— — — 


— 


f 


'C 
t 
t. 
F 
e 

t 

r 

1 

- 


DEE TL E ＋. T ER 1 
quence eng 721 to make ug in good 
5 


earne! your is life, his loving 
kindneſs is ne than life, Well may 
you ſay unto the Lord, with holy 
Aſaph, Whom have I in heaven 
cr <a "thee"? ? there is none upon earth 
et that I deſire beſides -thee. In one 
* Gop. I have all things every 


cc thing that I need or can defire to 


4 as me compleatly happy.” Go 
thus my Philetus, and pour out your 
heart from day to day, in fervent pe- 
titions for the mercy of Gop unto eter- 
nal life, and an intereſt in all the bleſ- 
ſings of his love and covenant through 
Jefas the mediator, This Paul re- 


commends -to his chriſtian. brethren 


when he-exhorts them to be fervent in 
ſpirit ſerving the Lord, and to continue 


inſtantꝰ (ieee with all their atten- 
tion and 19 1 5 in prayer. With ſuch 


holy ardour he elſewhere intreats them 
to ſtrive together with him + (as the 
Champions of Greece did in their con- 


teſts till they were in an agony) in 


* Tproraprigeslts Rom. xii. 12. 
Wh ore yonoagas Ch. xv. 30. 


4 i 


16 EUSEBES 7% PITLR TVs. 
Prayer to Gop. And let me intrest 


the great father of mercies, to | plead 
thus with him as for your life, the life 
of your ſoul, ' © Gracious Go ſay 
« unto my ſoul I am thy ſalvation. 
There be many that ay; who will 
„ ſhew us any good? Lord, lift thou 
_ © up the light of thy countenapce 
c upon me, then ſhall-T fay, with 
great joy and thankfulneſe, thou haſt 
put gladneſs into my heart, more. 
than in the time that their corn and 
« their wine increaſed. For thee, I 
hope, I could give up every expec- 
© tation and refign every Er ment 
upon earth; and count all thin 
but lofs and dung if ſo be that I 
may obtain an intereſt in Gop, and 
be found at laſt in Chriſt Fa- 
« ther of mercies, number me among 
« thy children. Let my name be 
« written in the Lamb's book of life ; 
and grant me the ſpirit of adoption 
to witneſs with my ſpirit that 1 am 


« an heir of Gop, and a Joint heir 
« * Chriſt Jeſus. 
«1. 
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old difraiſs my carnal hope, 
My fond defires recall; 

« TH give my mortal intereſts up, 


And make my Gop my al.” 


.-— 'Fhns ſhould the boſom glow with 
feruent defires after Gop in all our 


applications to the throne of grace— 
And the truely devout worſhipper, 
will deli ht much in his ſacred pre- 


ſence and in all the exerciſes of com- 


munion with him. A fpirit of devo- 
tion, my dear Philetus, will teach you 
to efteem it your heaven to be where 
Gor is. ' Inftead of faying of his 
worthip, as 4 people profeſſedly his 
own once did, What a wearineſs is 
it!” you will long for ſeaſons of holy 
intercoutfe with the moſt high. When 
at a diſtance from him, the language 
of your heart will be Oh when 
ſhall 72 and appear before Gop ?” 
And when you are in his preſence, 
you will take pains to keep the heart 
for Gop, to get near him, even to his 


ſeat, and to keep out every intruder 


C 3 that 


* 
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that would divert the beſt ee 
of the ſoul from their worthy 
ject, or abate the moſt lively 3 
of them there. This principle will 
teach you to value evety thing, every 
employment, every holy inſtitution 
and ordinance that e you to Gop. 
His houſe will appear lovely to you, 
the place Where his honour dwells. 
His Word, as it reminds you of him, 
and gives you many Fan d inſtruc- 
tions concerning him, when tead over 
or heard with attention, and accom- 
panied with the heart-enlightening and 
reviving energy of its divine author, 
will be more precious, in your eſteem 
than thouſands of gold and ſilver. 
You will rejoice to be at his Table, 
becauſe he himſelf is uſed to be at the 
feaſt. Vour praying and hearing ſea- 
ſons will be delightful, as the means 
of opening and ieh up a com- 
munication between Gop and your 
ſoul, and you will be thankful for 
every friend and for every event in the 
courſe of providence, that directs you 
to Cop, and teaches you to maintain 
an 


truth, 
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an intimate: and ſteady intercourſe with 
him. Every contemplation on his per- 
fections, works; and word; and every 
tranſaction in which you can ſay of a 
communion has been with 
the Father and with his Son Jeſus 


Chriſt, will afford you a joy which no 


earthly good. can equal; a joy un- 
fpeakablevand full of glory. My 


:foub(f@ys devout writer) delights 


4+ felf in Gon. Thus far I can ſpeak ; 
4but:all the reſt is unutterable, and 


I muſt: leave the pleaſing tale till I 


« canitalk in the language of immor- 
tality.“ And Oh when ſhall I get 
rid of the incumbrances and tempters 
of earth, I long to be at a diſtance 
from every thing that alienates the beſt 
affections of my ſoul from Gop. Here 


1 lament the ſad influence of worldly _ 
cares and buſineſs ; worldly pleaſures 


and pains in this reſpect. My neareſt 
friends and deareſt delights upon earth 
often come, like a dark cloud, be- 
tween Gon and my ſoul, and hide his 


ſace from me. But in his preſence is 
| fulneſs of joy. Oh for the wings of a 
dove! 


— 


20 Evusepes 7 PulltTus. 


dove! then would I flee away and be 
at reſt, Oh my gracious Gop! my 
once incarnate but now glorified Re- 
deemer | My foul longs to ſee thee in 
the light of glory! When ſhall I join 
the holy happy ſpirits which are before 
the throne, and in the exalted accents 
of angels and of juſt men made per- 
fe, aſcribe. bleſſing and honour and 
glory and power unto him that fits up- 
on the throne and to the lamb ! Come 
Lord Jeſus, come n Amen and 
| Amen! 85 


* 


I am, &. 
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th ſame. jet? continued. 


Beſeech you, my Philetus, by 
what you have heard of the mer- 
cies of Gop, and by all that you are 
encouraged to hope for from the for- 
bearance, compaſſion, and good- will 
which he has manifeſted in Chriſt Jeſus, 
that you prefent your whole-ſelf, foul 
and body unto him whole, you are and 
whom you ought to ſerve. Realize 


and acknowledge bis right to you, and 


ſhew your belief and approbation of it 
by conſecrating all you are, and all 


you haye, to him. He will not have 


blood ſpilt upon his altar in theſe days 
of the Goſpel, but requires you to 
preſent yourſelf to him as a living ſa- 
crifice, And let me intreat you to ſea 
to it that this ſacrifice be holy; fieo 

from moral pollution, as the ow of 
| OD. 
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Gop required that thoſe which were 
formerly offered to him in his Temple 
ſhould be, from ' ceremonial defile- 
ment; that ſo it may be acceptable in- 
his fight. It-matters little what others. 
may think of you; ſeek to be approv- 
ed of Gop in all your tranſactions 
with him now, as you wiſh to appear 
before him with honour another day. 
And perform this as your reaſon» 
able ſervice; as that which may be 
expected of you as a man and as a 
chriſtian. Realize the obligations of a 
religious profeſſion when you are be- 
| 2 the throne of God, and take care 
to perform every ſervice from a prin- 
00 e of duty and ſubjection to him. 
What ever you do, do it heartily as 
unto the Lord; becauſe he has com- 
manded it, and becauſe you eſteem 
his yoke eaſy, and his burden light: 
act as one who is willing to be all that 
he would have you to be, and to do 
all that he would have you to do; ac- 
counting it your honour and happineſs 
to be devoted to him; to exert every 
Mo and improve every talent 
the 
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the glory of his great name; as his 


creature, as a member of his family 


and the . of his moral govern- 
ment. | 


% Had I a thouſand hearts my Gop 
| 40 my love, 
Had I - a thouſand voices, all were 
„ thine; - - 
„ Where love inflames the "WON? the 
tongue muſt move, 
Nor ſhall the ſong be mortal where 
_ * the-theme's divine.” 


With . reiben of duty and 
ſubmiſſion to the bleſſed Gop fet me 
b . ou, my Philetus, to join the 

affectionate thankſgivings for his 
_— mercies. Paul mentions the un- 


thankful in the liſt of the moſt aban- 


doned ſinners. We are naturally diſ- 
pleaſed with ingratitude in one crea- 
ture to another. But they are moſt of 
all inexcuſable and criminal who are 
unmindful of their obligations to their 
gracious Gop— When you are before 
his throne, n acknowledge 


the 
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the great and good things Which he 
has done, and is continualhy doing for 
- you. Bleſs him for every Capacity of 
ſoul and body for the uſe of every 
limb, and the pleaſures of every ſenſe. 
Bleſs him for the higher entertain 
ments of the underſtanding. Own his 
goodneſs in every morſel you eat, in 
the raiment you wear; in every ac- 
commodation of life, and in every 
friend he has raiſed up for you; in all 
the advantages of your birth, and -the 
privileges of your education. In a 
word, devoutly praiſe himfor all you 
have enjoyed from the moment he 
formed and animated you in the womb, 
to the preſent hour. Oh magnify the 
Lord with me and let us exalt his 
<* name together; the lines are fallen 
eto us in pleaſant places, we have a 
«« goodly heritage.” You have pecu- 
liar reaſon to acknowledge this, as one 
born in a chriſtian and proteſtant coun- 
try ; a country in which you enjoy the 
privileges of Gop's houſe, as well as 
the comforts of your own: in which 
you can hear and read the important 
diſco- 
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diſcoveries of bis word which are able 
to make you wiſe unto falvation. 
through faith 1 in Chriſt Jeſus. And if 
- that divine revelation has proved the 
effectual means of turning you from 
darkneſs to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto Gop, your boſom muſt 
ſurely glow with ardent gratitude to 
the Gop of all grace, for that unſpeak- 
able bleſſing. You will then praiſe 
him for his Son, and the glad tidings 
of pardan and life through his name. 
You will bleſs him for the invaluable 
gift of his Spirit, by which he has en- 
lightened your underſtanding, convin- 
ced you of ſin, and renewed you in 
the ſpirit of the mind. You will bleſs 
him for all that he has been doing, 
by his ordinances and his providences, 
to preſerve and perfect the divine life; 
and for that glorious hope to which he 
has begotten you again by the reſur- 
rection of his Son Jeſus Chriſt. And 
let me remind you, my Philetus, not 
| only to be thankful on your own account, 
but alſo to bleſs the father of mercies 
| or all the happineſs he is communi- 
D cating 
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cating to all his creatures on earth and 
in heaven, — for that paternal care, 
benevolence, . and . compaſſion which 
he exerciſes: towards all ranks of be- 
ings.in every part of his Creation, 
Nor will you, I: hope, fail to che- 
rich and expreſs before this Gop a 
chearful truſt in him for the time to 
come. Endeavour to maintain ſuch 
a lively perſuaſion of his wiſdom, 
fathfulnelk and goodneſs as will en- 
gage you to leave every concern in his 
hands without the leaſt ſuſpicion or 
anxiety. The better your opinion of 
2 fellow creature is, te more readily 
vou car truſt him; and. I am per- 
ſuaded the more you know of 
the better diſpoſed you will be to Lau 
an unreſerved and unlimited confi- 
duence in. him. They that. Know his 
name will put their traſt in him.— 
And do not you know. it? then com- 
mit all your deareſt intereſts to his 
direction and care. Wait on, him, 
and wait for Him. in the exerciſe, of 
faith and hope. Recollect his pro- 


2 plead chem with him, and rely 
| | upon 
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upon him for the accompliſhment of 
them. Plead not with an unbelleving 
heart; Is he a man that he ſhould 
4 lie, or the ſon of man that he 
« ſhould repent?: why art thou caſt- 
« cen Olaf hl,” why u ben 
&« diſquieted within me hope thou. in 
« Gop, for I ſhall yet praiſe him who 
« is the. health of my countenance - 
« and my Gop.” Are not his pro- 
miſes all yea and amen in Chriſt 
Jeſus ?: Through him we. are invited 
to-draw nigh to Gop in the full aſ- 
ſurance of faith; and there is much 
in the perfections and undertakings of 
that glorious and gracious mediator to 
encourage us ſo to do. His intimate 


union with the Father, and the inter- 


eſt he has in him as his beſt beloved; 
the great and amiable character he ſuſ- 
tained upon earth; the work of mercy 
in which he engaged when he made 
his ſoul an offering for fin ; the humi- 
liation, and ſufferings to which he 
ſubmitted in life and at death to re- 
concile us to Gop; the triumphs of 
his reſurrection from the dead; and 
D 2 the 
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the kind office in which he appears. at 
the right-hand. of GoD; where, as. . 
- cur advocate with the Father, he ever 
lives to make. interceſſion for us—theſe. 
all join to confirm our faith in that. 
declaration of his word, that what- 
ſoever we aſk the Father in his 
name, it ſhall be given us.” Un- 
der the . animating influence. .of theſe 
diſcoveries. of the goſpel, labour to 
maintain. and ly Bog a lively faith 
in Gop through this his dear Son. 
in all your: ſeaſons of holy intercourſe 
with him. Without this it were im- 
poſſible. to pleaſe Gop; they that 
would come to him acceptably muſt 
believe that he is, and that he will 
ever... approve Eimſelf, the. rewar- 
der of them that diligently ſeek him. 
And having chearfully committed your 
immortal intereſts into his hands, be. 
not afraid to truſt him with what re- 
lates to the body, er to refer your dear- 
eſt. friends and beſt, comforts. upon 
earth to his wiſe and gracious diſpoſal. 
But you tell me that through the mul- 
* and exceſſive weight of. your. 
trials, 


K / ER 
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trials, (of which you may ſay with the 


Pſalmiſt, © deep calleth unto deep”) 
your ſtrength is impaired, and your 
ſpirit is almoſt overwhelmed within 
you; ſo that weariſome days and nights 
are appointed unto you. lt is not long 
ſince you came from the bed-fide of a 
dear friend in the agonies of death :— 
it was hard parting ; the ſighs, the dy- 
ing groans, the laſt farewel, are ſtill 
8 with you. .— Such, my dear Phi- 
etus, are very tender and affectin 
ſcenes. I wonder not that you fret 
nor can I with that you ſhould deſpiſe, 
the chaſtenings of the. Lord; but 1 
hope you will not be weary of his 
correction. nor faint when you are re- 
buked of him. In ſuch circumſtances - 
prayer. will . be « peculiarly becoming. 
do the word of God teaches. Is any 
afflicted?! (faith James) let him pray. 
Gon threatened to withdraw the tokens - 
of : his/ favourable preſence from his 
ancient people till-they acknowledg ed 
their offences, and ſought to him fr F 

merey: iti their affhetlons, ſays he, 
they will {tek me early. If one blow) 
23 - "Po 
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will not. bring you to vour knees, he 
can ſtrike another, It:would be impi- 
ous in you to dare himito: it, orto ſay 
that it is impoſſible for him to make 
your troubles greater than they. are. 
Let nothing ſo peeviſh drop from your 
lips nor any murmuring ſentiment be 
indulged in the heart. Rather with 
becoming Rumility and ſubmiſſion caſt 
thy burden upon the Lord, and ſay 
unto the allwiſe and righteous difpoſer 
of all-things, Not my will. but-thine - 
be done; only do not condemn/ me, 
« but ſhew me wherefore thou con- 
tendeſt wich me.” Vou well know 
chat affliction cometh not forth of the 
duſt, neither doth trouble ſpring out 
of the ground. Your times are in 
Gop's hand- not in the hand of an 
enemy, viſible or. inviſible, who would 
triumph. in your diſtreſs and tuin. Hot 
in the hand of any earthly friend who 
might miſtake your true intereſt.or be 
unable to promote'it—nor in your on 
hand, who, were you always leſt to 
; chooſe: for yourſelf, would in many 
Inſtances chooſe. amiſs ;. but at his di- 
rection 
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rection and. diſpoſal. ho is poſſeſſed of 
every divine ꝓerfection to claim your 
veneration and homago, and to en- 
courage: yout chearful +gonfidence — - 
Enter and. enlarge upon theſe thoughts 
before Gong to bow::the+ ſoul to the 
moſt. conſtant and entire ſubmiſſion.— 
At is the Lord let him ;do-ns ſeem- 
eth good in his ſight. Heacan and 
will fulfib all his pleaſure. The in- 
e habitants.. of- Heaven, Earth and 
Hell are in conſtant and abſolure 
ſubjection: to him: who. hath ever 
haurdened himfelf. againſt Gop and 
pꝛroſpered ? As for me, I am cruſhs - 
e ed. before the moth. It Was but as 
e yeſterday that I was. not,. that Gop , 
called me. into being. He formed 
e this body of mine, and breathed 
into my noſtrils. the breath of life. 
* Every capacity of my intelligent and 
immortal ſoul is from him, and 
from him I:received all my enjoy. 
ments. In his hand. my breath is, 
% aull his are all my ways, and all my 
e mercies. He ha gave, and con- 
* tinues to me what I poſſeſs, hath a 

N bt « right 
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Ce xight to recall it when and how+he 
e pleaſes. Wo unto him that ſtriv- 
*eth with his maker! Let me ra- 
e ther ſay of every loſt comfort and 
friend, — The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away, bleſſed be 
the name of the Lord. If I confi- - 
der him as the Lord of all, I muſt. 
«- ſay with his ſervant—ſhall not the 
c judge of all the earth do tight? 
ce And through his great mercy I have 
<<* encouragement to hope that the rod 
« js in the hand of a Father. I truſt : 
* he has admitted me to fore of the 
«- peculiar privileges of his cavenant— 
ce has begotten me again to the live- 
ly hope of an inheritance incotrup- 
c tible and undefiled, that fadeth not 
„ away ; and has formed my ſoul to 
« ſomewhat of the temper bf his chi- | 
% dren,” This I. have profeſſtd often, 


: e both before GOD N his people. 


“ And ſhall the fame; tongue that has 
e repeatedly-faid 'unto him, Do with 
« me as ſremeth good in thy ſight, 
% now: gomplain of him, or diſpute 
his authority Has he honoured: Is 
| | 3 
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« with a name and a place in bis fa- 
et mily, has he given me the ſpirit of 
« adoption, and the aſſuranoes of his 
« jnvariable love and faithfulneſs,” and 
„ ſhall I not refer it to him to call 
I me out to any ſervices.or ſufferings 
- « that may ſeem good in his ſight? 
Let me ſtill ay, with the firſt- be- 
«© gotten of the „ eg who has ſet 
er us an example that we ſhould fol- 
low his ſteps, The cup that my Fa- 
„ther hath given me ſhall I not drink 
« it.? —Eſpecially ought I to ſay ſo 
« when I recolle& how ill I have de- 
% ſerved at his hands, and how juſt- 
«© ly he might ſtrip me of every com- 
fort and conſign me over to thoſe 
dark manſions where there is weep- 
ing and gnaſhing of teeth, It is 
** mercy that ſpares me out of Hell > 
* and 'thanks to a good God, I am 
not only ſpared but amply provided 
for. If the Almighty has taken away 
one enjoyment and friend, he has gi- 
ven, or continued many more; and 1 
© have reaſon to be thankful that thoſe 
« now removed. were. beſtowed at . © 
cc an 4 ; 
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and were ſpared ſo long, rather than 
„ complain of their removal now. 
te Beſides, I have this farther conſi- 
deration to reconcile me to every 
**-event, that my Gop can and will 
do me good in and by all: I need 
*< theſe chaſtiſements ; my heavenly- 
father ſees that F do, or he would 
. not inflict them: for he never af-. 
. « flits willingly, or for his own plea- 
« ſure.—And if, when the fathers of 
cout fleſh corrected us, we gave them 
« reverence, ſhall we not much more 
be in ſubjection to the father of 
« ſpirits and live? for they verily; 
for a few days, chaſtened us after 
their own pleaſure; but he does it 
« for our profit that we may be par- 
60 2 of his halineſs. No chaſten- 
g for the preſent, ſeemeth to be 
he «joyous but grievous, . neverthelets 
©. afterward it yieldeth the peaceab:e- 
c fruit of righteouſneſs to them that 
are exerciſed thereby. And have I: 
« reaſon to believe that an end im- 
r portant as that is to be anſwered by 
ng « afflictions, and that ſuch an im- 
0 Pfovement: 
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« provement in grace in the preſent 
« ſtate is to be crowned with a far 
« of glory in the world to come? 
« then may I ever be able to ſay 
« (with that great apoftle, who aſſures 
:<< me of this - truth) For this cauſe 
J faint not; yea father rejoice in 
< tribulation 5 finding, by happy ex- 
« perience, that though the outward 
«© man perith, ;yet the imvard man is 
rene wed day by day. May this 


ever be 1 5 rejoicing as: well as mine, 
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\Onvinced: as en ae, oy Phile- 

tus, that it is in Gon ou live, 

2 — move, and have your-being; you 

will I hope eſteem it your duty to ac- 
knowledge him in all your ways, and 

to maintain and manifeſt an habitual 

ſenſe of your dependance upon him 

and your obligations to him. Where- 

ever you are, whether at home or 

| abroad, alone or in company, remem- 
a ber, J intreat you, that Gop» 1 is there. 
Begin, ſpend, and conclude every day 

in his fear: But eſpecially: that day, 

which is ſet apart for himſelf, and 

for the exerciſes of communion with 

him. The practice of the chriftian 
church, both 3 in the primitive and the 

| preſent 
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aka age, is ent Ls tell you 
what day you are to kee 
2 ſabbath. The ſey 1 the 
nning of the creation, was ſanctiſied 
Nen upon his 
2 finiſhed that great work on the 
ſixth. And ſome, of . the firſt emi- 
nence in the learned world, have 
thought that the duy which we now 
reckon the firſt da % the week is the 
fame. | But hates; it be ſo or not, 
it is plain that the firſt miniſters and 
members'of the chriſtian church, kept 
this firſt day of the week holy to the 
Lord, and imployed it in the exerciſes 
of devotion. In Acts xx, 7. it is ſaid, 
On the firſt day of the week, when 
the diſciples 1 together, as uſual, 
to break bread, Paul preached unto 
them. On this day we know our 
Lord Jeſus roſe from the dead. And 
this bly is the day which his be- 
love diſciple ſpeaks of as the Lord's- 
day; on which he received, from his 
riſen Redeemer, thoſe meſſages to the 
cones and thoſe diſcoveries concern- 
| E yer, 
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ing it, which are rded j a hog 
of Fg Na LA 14 
One day in ſeven has he oth 
vine appointment, ſet 7 5 for 

ever fince the creation. „Gon Fier 

c ſtd the ſeventh day and fanAibed it,” 
And he gaye it in har rge *R his People, 
to keep up the ſacred inſtitution, in- 
ſerting it among thoſe laws which were 
intended to be a rule. of life to all 
-mankind as Jong as the ſun and moon 
hall endure. Remember the ſabbath- 
day to keep it holy: fix days ſhalt thou 
labour, and do all thy 1 2 . but the 
ſeventh day is the ſabbath of the Lord 
thy Gop; in it 3 not do any 
work, thon, nor thy lon, nor thy 
daughter, nor thy. man- eryanty nor 
thy maid- ervant, nor et thy d cer. 
"hy enger that f AS, ae 355 gates,; 
For an fix days the Lord mad en 
and earth, e e all 85 uber 
Is, and reſted he FP YN AH 
fre th Lor d.b lefled- the {abbath-d 

and allowed it—Wearghe 19 7 - 
lowed. fix days out, of, the ſe r 
| the common, n employwente of A, and 


Ee Ida ER. AS 6. TE _£5. 


""_— 
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a ny; et ove them "wiſely an id a gl. 
oe \ ou will have. Mine! octahot 
beak tn n Up n tHe 2 1 Know 
Who ow "the. thought” affbets vor 
mig J., "but... it offen gives” 8 a' very 
pa achten caneert, Try Hoſe who ſeem 


to grade! 96. labour ot, time all the . 


reft of 6 week. for the meat that pe 
9 8 "Koule"' fink m Mt uch of er 
ing "one © day in ben in 'ſeel 8 
f uh bread of ſouls, which Tr 
755 97 eral Hf. "That they 
a) and fit up late, and ar bo 


ae om 5 orig night an their 


rifle away the pre- 


ciqus Bae, e of the day of the Lord, 


either” on. BA beds, or in 8 con- 


verſation by the fre- ide, or i Zaun- 
terin ad dowiv 1 in def Nirge nd. 
elde 2 45 thoſe were the only Gurs 
of the week that they k knew not how 
to away with.” - Syrely if. we were in 


5 Hit min We ach Id lon for. 


airing, us 4 ſacred te- 
at from the cares, Bürries, and tem 
4800 .the World; and. be thank- 


tut for every opportunity we have in 


E 2 ' them 
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them of employing gur devout medi- 
tations on, things Ipieitpalandiheaven- 
Iy.— Ves, my: Bhaletus,> id we but 
5 liver ip-the lively,exerciſe of. that faith 
_ which, is the ſubſtance of thing 
6 for and the evidence of things Hot 
ſeen, much need not be {aid to end ot 
to ng the. privileges of our Sabba | 
Wire we duly ſenſible of the Werth 
| of our ſouls, and the infir-ite.itopor- 
| tance. of being made meet ſar the in- 
heritance of the ſaints in light; and 
1 did we but conſider how. Ne there. 
| is in eyery fituatlon. of life to indipoſe. 
1 and unfit the ſoul for the, Dr 
ments and ſervices, of a bettet! 
| we ſhould chuſe to 1 Wi hb 72 
fit of 251 or evety 
| Weg er than loſe, 2 ee 
g of our Sabbath. If we are wiſe 
| our ſouls. we ſhall be, much with: Gon 
| on theſe days: in the exerciſes of devo- 
4 tion. And indeed this 1 is no more tha: 
#1 he hath required of us. I lay t 
that we are forbidden on, that day, at- 
tending to the ſupport of our on bo- 
dies; or that v we dane negled to ſup- 


[ 
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. 
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V ch i wihts of others: The 118 6 
ebf the Sabbath Bas authorized, 
and, if effect, doömidanded us. not 
take care” of bur mceſftous 
Ed feltewrerelkufes Fur He. 
wife 46" ger all nedeffaty Affiftance "ta 
the bruce Eearion' off thE"Sabbath diy. 
ON W. f 8 
you Tobk ih al your Bible, you 
18 ee very he Ober r ef te 
Sabbat Wes repentegty enſofgeck by 
GoD _ His and that very, 
ſevete restnings W e Gendencect, and 
the mot aw I judgments ipfficted up- 
on thoſe, wild 55 to ptofane it. In 
this wit hy, Yefides' e command +. 
our 68 möufr Sinai (thentione | 
boten lex me remind you of "the mel : 
recorded in the xXxiſt chap ter of 
Kane deo of Exodus. Herbe 
0 Ltdilpakt unte Moſes Aying, ſpele 
«> by"a1f6 ee Adreh of 'MAel, 
« fying; Verity my SiBbaths ye Mall 
<2keefs the 88 68 es Hoy, and e- 
e Fee kot ene i all ſorely 
408g ch de ne Sr fever dent 
© any" _ Mérein, that Tour all be 
N E 3 « cut 


45 Thus ſalth 


6, ſes on rhe Sabba 
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cut off fam am his 


praple 
rs the Sabhatli o {; veſt; choly;unts 
40 


2 They: weextomumand= 
ed:tq frei dd lach i the midſt 
of hanteſt:as well-as, in ſenſons df, g&i- 


_ ſure; and GD expreſt ly/ordered;';by 
his, cferrat Faiz. (chap. xvila2 . 


22.) |thatin worldly: bufineſs ſhould 


be iti 1-0n-:the::Sabbath bday. 


the Lord, take» t 
<«yourſtlves and! bear no bur 500 1 
the Sabbath day, 9 it rene 
<5; the gates of Jerufalem ; neither car« 
«xy forth. a burden aut of your houſes 
Ki the Sabbath- dap, „ eee 
any work ; but hallaw ye the Sub- 


| 27805 bath- day, as 1: commanded your fa«. 


«, thers.”—+Nehemiah hore His teſti- 


-mony freely and faithfully, 19224 alk 
ſuch Profanation of 'the oy ney, 2 


«& in Judah: ſome. tre 


6 1 


N teſtified yi 


aſt 


2 ay. "wherein they old ile 


„ e ee 9 1 25 


L BZT ER. Au 
en er of ware. and hib d 
See e ce of: Judah, 
«anqLinoferaſatens. [Then d 
ce ed. with athaonobles of ee 
&< e ee evi 18 
ele! e Sub- 
0 dai Y Nadig nat your fathers thus? 
<.and Add not e — bet all this 
< evil capa cus And 1 upon” is aity 
and e bring maͤre ayrath up II 
5 e in e 
good man, exerting himſelf JW1 
due] clean rofdlagieg.” put a top to 
tote e s Calne, traiiſgreſſors 
were madd aſhamad and came no more 
wil their carriages and merchandize 
on: the Babbath. It is bkewiſe worth 
notire, that the Icraclites were forbid 
ee e jdurneys upon buſineſs on 
that: days daud cn to travel any far- 
her cue two) thouſand, cubits,. (tle 
more 74 mile) upon, any account, 
except to ami from the houſe 
of e It ſeems from the con- 
duct of ph and the women who 


attended himo at our Lord's funeral; 


that uch offices: as embalming the 
5 " | dead, 
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dead ere then thought unlaufuf on 
the dallbath. It is very porta e 
Go people ere furbitl a ” 
ble amuſements om that day, Hh, 
defect hig protection artid "Helly. 
if thou turn — foot from the 
+ Sabbath;* from doi 855 25 
TEE 


en my ly day” 
Ber read if then tos — 

| 8 of the an e Se — 

ing thy eaſure un iny Haly | t 
is,” if thou wilt caił off thy mud from 
ch worldly concerns, ' undertake: no 
journies, e no buſimmeſd then, and 
bours of the day not as 
thine own but the Lord's, “ and cat 
« the Sabbath a delight, value and 
„ jmprove it as the holy day ofthe 


Lord, and honourable; and: ſhalt 

65; Kr: er rp e e 
ways, not finding 

a er ner 


* ther thou ſhalt engl n eienr at 

L Ford, and Iwill cauſe thee to idr 
upon the high places uf thetearth! 
6 and feed thee with the cheritagt of 
6 r a As e 2 
0 
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fame heinaus; crimes; cant is: di- 
refteU>tb charge..themquithrlit /again, 
and pſt eb what: was highly this: 
8 5 in Secs and 
worſhip! muſt ger-! 

KS ſo::48 all;,106-every age and 
rk Bet e It ere indeed 
a kind 2 practical. atheiſm, and 
ings, as: aig ere 
1 09 a-many; 
„ho is che Lond that we, 
« ; tou daſerve him d or what profit; 
al we Have if we. pray unto: 

4 mz 2, But I kno you! eſteem; it 
teaſonable and becoming to. attend: at. 
ſuch ſeaſons upon 8 -publick and ſo- 
cial acts af devotion... You cannot but. 
= ſe leh many evils would a- 
riſe, both to dou and the pu- 
blick, Nom tha neglect af them. Ir- 
religion has a natural tendency to ruin 
men for bath. worlds; and to ruin. 
neighbourhoods and nations in propo 


1 


tion to the degree in which it an 
in. 
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in them. And if there is OD that 
juckges + in the earth; aBobriwholovs 
ech rghteonſnels,. and, whois "angry. 
with t 1 woah hens 8 _ 


ele upon N wart ng 
Sabbath-day; as yo imitate 
Gop his Father and our Fither; who 
reſted on the ſeventh: day frutm alt his - 
work and ſanctified it; and indeed as 
vou would teſtify / your regard 10 alt 
the worthieſt bets and; higheſt 
authorities, both human and! divine, 
remember the Sabbath-day to keep 
it holy, and forſakę not the Saen 
of  Gop e praple- as the mannef! of 
fome 16 PA, I have enpalod Mus 
| | man 


. Heb, x. 5. 


L e u__— x ww r _— — 
8 F — * 


40 if any 
< other ifs. him 255 his privity and 
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man authorities, let me bag your pa- 


tience while I tranſoribe 4 clauſe ur 


* from ſome acts af Parliament, 


7 before me, the 'obſervation 
F-could wiſh to ſee more 
andy adhered an unpxectally! en- 


forced among 
It is enacted «No eartter with | 


-< any hotſe or . nor waggoner 
-< -with any waggon, &c. nor drover 


cc with-anycattle.ſhall, by themſelves 


„er any other, travel on the Lord's- 


<< day on of twenty ſhillings ; or 
2 by himſelf, or any 


* conſent; ſhall kill. or. ſell. any victual 


| « on the: Lord's-day, he mall forfeit 


« fix. Killingeand vight pence.” The 


i convidttionito be in fix months 'be- 
e fore ai:aſtice, to be levied by the 
a cnſtable or chureh· warden 5 diſ- 


ee applied to che ule of the 
pr 
And ds further chatted « That no 


Drover, Horſe=Coutſer, Waggoner, 
„Butcher, Higler, or any 


of their 
ſervants ſhall travel or come to his 
| inn 


to Pate 


48 Eberts 7 
n 
" geneval chat w 
5 goin 1 lr 
| Ac on \ — 

' our, , bulinefs of work +5 boy 
1. 7 lings oft he Lörd'saday 

e . necefſ — 

4. * * 


xc bove fourteen es 60 1 HER 
cc « ing foo Doing nb 110 that no | 
„e ſhalt” p gebe 5 2 5 


Dow bh, or pe un 587857 
' or chattels wh atfobver 0 on the l 
day (except milk” and rel 0 

London before and aftet* divine ſer- 
vice) on pain of forfeiting fie fartte, 
14 „ may be ſerzedd d. Warräßt 

nted to the conſtables or church- 
"a 1 by the Juftice upon the 
© information of one witneſs within 
e three months after the offence, and 

4 85 ven to the poor, or one third to 

e informer. And for want of diſ- 

* treſs the offender ſhall be ſet pu- 


e 'blickly in the Rocks for two hours. 
More- 


8 
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G0 | ea Dag by the 
T © « 1 ration- act, on every Lord's-day, 
on pain af forfeiting one ſhilling to 
. the poor for every. offence, to be 
„ © levied by the church-wardens by 
; « diſtreſs by warrant of one Juſtice.” 
I have made theſe few extracts not 


) 

7 ſo, much upon your own, account, as 
: to. give you. an 0 portunity of obſerv- 
ee far the Laws of our Land re- 
4 to the Sabbath are obſerved by 
1 15 ng ; and I pray God to diſ- 
. 8 pole you and every one to all proper 
, meaſures for promoting a due regard 
t to. the Livy of Gop and your Coun- 
- try. oa; | 

E 4 A An ty 1 798 3 

1 FEB 1. am, Cee. 
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2 2. 19.4 ? [10% (101-13 "6L.8E N. 4. 
On the public mien of ne 
| 418128 Aion. 915 CON 


e LP 
II has FG juſtly obterred that 
12 the all-wiſe former of our na- 
ture has adapted our Religion to 
our make; and that, as we conſiſt of 
bodies as 150 as ſouls, and are en- 
dowed with corporcal ſenſes. as well 
as rational powers, he requires bodily 
as well as ſpiritual worſhip, and com- 
mands us not only to employ the, fa- 
culties of our minds in in . proper devg- 
tional exerciſes, but alſo to exprefs, our 
.3nward devotion in ſuitable. external 
actions. We are likewiſe evidently 
intended for ſociety ; and as our maker 
has formed us with. capacities both of 
body and: mind, and implanted in us 
A. natpral, ſpoition 4 for it, i becomes 

us 


ITE. 
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us to wait upon him jointly and pu- 
blick in t . ordinances, which he, 

hole ördinances are 
adminfſtered in the ſanctuary on the 
Lord's day; and 1 hope you are glad 
when it is faid unto you 0 Let us go 
*© up unto the houſe. of the Lord.“ 
There you are called to attend upon 


the reading of the ſeriptures. Moſes 


(chat is his written law) was read in 
the jewiſh ſynagogues, together with 


the poke of the prophets 1 in our Lord's 
time, "every Sabbath- BY; and both he 


and his Yifelples va attended 0000 
. ory Pf hem? 155 they 

| emfelves. "Nee Paul 
e to the churches at 


pre 
Ts 5 ThefRlonica, to ſee to it 
0 Tn were read publickly " 
them, and all the hey beiden 


Give Ce alleen heed, Thefcech you, when 
the oracles of truth and of Gop are 


1 eren ears, left at any time you ſhould 


And 15 Wikewiſe" in ſocial and pu- 
blick prayer. Mine houfe, fays Gop, 
ſhall be called an houſe of prayer for 
9 all 


P = A - a 
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all people, Formerly the Jem was 
diſtinguiſhed from the Gentile, by a 
nearer acteſs ts Go in his ſanctuary; 
but now in Chriſt Jeſus both have the 
fame acceſs by one Spirit to the Father. 
And we are informed that the apoſtles, 
ſenſible of the value of the privilege 
and thankful for it, went immediate- 
ly after their Lord's aſcenſon, into a 
room where prayer was wont to be 
made, and all continued with one ac- 
cord in prayer ard ſupplication, Let 
us follow their example. And attend 
not upon this, Philetus, merely as a 
ſervice performed by another, but, as 
far as you conſcientiouſly can, make 
every petition, acknowledgment and 
thankſgiving that is offered by the 
miniſter, your own act of worthip, by 
cheriſhing the ſentzments and 1 
tions in your own breaſt which are « x- 
preſſed as in your name befote the 
throne of Gon. Another part of the 
ſervice in which you are to engage in 
the houſe of Gop is finging his'pratſes, 
which is indeed a very delightfut and 
uſeful part of it. So the 1 
and 


* 


„eee, . WB — 
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and prophey's accounted it im old time: 
and it ehmes recommended to the 
chtiſtian church by the prachce of 
its ivine;Lord, and zh repeated in- 
J apa dus of, his apoſtles. 5 Let the 
« word of brit (faith; Paul), dwell 
« richly in you in all wifdom,.teach- 


„ing and admoniſhing one another in 
: plajms and hymns; and! ſpiritual 


6 ſongs, ſinging with, Brace! in gan 
hearts to the Loid,” + FREIE 


formed thus, it affords 4 lioheful 


forctaſte of the Yi Fi ing ' hea- 


ven; as well as à pleaſing ſpecimen of 


the employ of. thoſe; celeſtial worſhip- 
pers who. ©. king the ſong Moſes 
—_ Þ nd. the lamb in his upper, temple.” 
—You an likewiſe to attend open tho 
re ss 0 the word of Gop in the 
fanctdary, Har Lords in ſome of his 
laſt inſtructivns to his miniſters before 
is aſgenſiqn to heaven, ordered them 


to \poforts; to prpach the bee to every 


creature, And they teadihy dbeyed 
his gon mand, Paul preached to the 
Gifcirles on the firſt 72 of the week 
when be were met beter for di- 

of vine 


as as — 2 
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vine worſhip ip. ( And Luke, ſpeaks of 
it (in his hiſtery af the 70 iofl the 
Apoſtles) as the ſtated cuſtom of ithat 
great chriſtian divine to reaſon with 
them out of the ſotiptures, and to 
preach unto them Jeſus : Therein him- 
ſelf ſubſervin a great ends of the 
chriſtian minfft ry, ed, he has in- 
3 the aueh was for porfect- 
bn of the ſaints, ald the edifying of 
he body of Chriſt. Attend therefore 
Eligently upon the miniſtration of his 
ſervants. (viſt to Hear; and re- 
ceive wich meekneſs-the- ingrafted 
1 word by which (under the influences 
of Daene grace) many have been 
begotten again to be 4 kind of firſt 
fruits of hie creatures; and which is 
able to make vou wiſe. unto ſalvation 
through faith in Chriſt Jeſus. He 
£6 ore turneth away Bis, ear from 
„ hearing the wotd, even his prayer 
« ſhall 15 an abomination v I hope IN + 
you eſteem the ordinances" of the 
golpel, and can ſay, from the heart, | 
With an ancient "devour: weſhipper, 
3101 "0870; vhs 6 How 4 

9 Prov XXViii. 9, 


} 
| i 
} x 
' 
1 4 
. 
3 | 
my \ 
1 
114 
4 
| | 
Fil ö ö 
n 
— „ 


* ; 7 
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Ho amiable are thy. tabernacles O j 
ffs Lord. of Hoſts) a, dag in thy gourts 5 
E11 Obettet. lian; ia + thouſendi1celfe- 

chere our vi „N ee 

ſence land authority Chriſt i not 
ſuffer you to ſpend your ſabbsthsm at 

a diſtanee from the place were his 
honour, dwells; Thoſe We do, 1 

4 (lays a ſerious writer) live after the 
«6 imagination of their own hearts; 0 
as A there wag no king in Zion, 

and as though they thought they 

fc might reſpect or flight the inſtitu- 
tions of heaven at pleaſure- But 
a due ſenſeſof your need of them. for 
your eſtabliſhment and growth in 
grace, and the pleaſure and benefit 
which you may hope to dexive, rom 
them, willy I truſt, endear them to 
wu as long as you live. You, gan in- 
N dead pray and meditate and Tread at 
homes and it is your Den that you 


can j nor would you do well to neg- | 

lecti any of thoſe duties there. But | 

you! cught to remember, that every | 

| | thingithat you would: do with Propric- | 
7 Af ind eee muſt be done of its 
* ca- 
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ſeaſon. D has not required ſuch an 
atten an wh ; Upon * i the iek""6rdi- 
| Hances o That heute Ea out d. int 
fete with! e e 
own: yet, on Na r hand, we Can. 
not reaſonably exp deck his bletfti up- 
on any 00e exerciſes in Which 
we en age at bome, When we "bug ht 
to be worthiping him in the ae 
of his ſaints. Ale ſald of the place 
{et apart for the publick <initration 
of his ordinances of old, that he loved 
it more than all the dwellings of Ja- 
cob. And the great hæad of thechrii- 
tian church has aflured us that he walks 
amidſt his golden candleſticks, and that 


wherever two or three are gathered} to- 


| gether in his name there is he i in the 
midſt of them. Thoſe therefor re are 
offering an ungrateful affront 40 the 


maſter of aſſemblies, and for feiting the 
bleſſings of his preſence and favour | 
who forſake the aſſembling of them 


ſelves together, And though. they 
may ſeek for excuſes to filence the ſe- 
cret reproofs of their own conſciences, 


or the more publick admonitions of 


others, 


a oh mA Gu a oats m ẽ . eo} zi . A oi 
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others, the day is approaching, when 
they will have reaſon to loo 

with ſhame and. ſorrow, upon every 
inſtance in which they have trifled a- 
way theſe ſacred ſeaſons in indolence, 
amuſements, or worldly bufineſe. But 
perhaps you obſerve few, except the 
moſt abandoned, who negle& publick 
worſhip intirely ; it may be not many 
that neglect it often. The greater part 
of thoſe, who ſeem deſirous to main- 
tain. any profeſſion attend atleaſt once 
a day. — And why not twice? Why 


neglect it at all? Are three 18 0 


hours in a week too man ny 0 

ployed in ſuch exerciſes ? Is 125 "the 
ſou] valuable enough, is not eternity 
of ſufficient i importance to deſerve, that 
ſmall portion of our. time? Did ever 


any chriſtian who had attended moſt 


conſtantly and conſcientiouſly upon pu- 
blick ordinances, through a life of 
threeſcore years and ten, wiſh he had 
ſpent leſs time in them when upon a 
dying bed, and juſt within ſight of 
eternity? Oh eternity! Keep that much 
in view; realize your own concern in 

it; 


back, 
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it; and you cannot make Fin Oo 


of the- inſtitutions of : 
l tfiefr rather contrivs aß ale ß 
to ſecure opportunities of — 
2 them. . You will be willing to 
forego your own eaſe, . - your carnal 
ple eaſures, your worldly gain, and to 


bmit to many leſſer inconveniences 


rather than be deprived of thoſe —_ 


which Gop has appointed to train 
up for the buſineſs and bleſſedn of 
a better world, eſpecially eonſidering 
how ſoon they may be taken from yon, 
ry from — und the 


2 A muſt — — another 
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penſity to run. into diſhonourable and 
hurtful- extremes. While you. juſtly 
dread incurring the guilt of thoſe who 
ſpeak of the — of devotion with 
contempt, and think ſobriety and cha- 


IE TTA R VI. 
On a due ber * public 


worſbip. 


not think of 4 indifference 
with which ſome treat the ordinances 


of the ſanctuary, without a painful 


concern. Vet in this, as in many o- 
ther things, men diſcover a ſad pro- 


rity the whole of religion, I cannot 


wiſh vou {ſhould be tempted to think 
every hour loſt that is not employed in 


the houſe of Gov. To every thing 


there is a proper ſeaſon, and a time to 


. lawful purpoſe under heaven. 
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A time for the publick devotions of 
- duticg"of the family, and a time, no 


_ fame ſcriptures that exhort us to draw 
near to God, is that command, Be 


60 Evszsts .to PuiteTus. 


the ſanctuarꝝ, a — for the religious 


doubt, for the 2 of the ſhop 
and the field as well as both. In the 


ee diligent to know the ſtate of thy 
& flock and look well to thy herd.“ 


The fame bible that commends the 


piety of Mary, who ſat at her Lord's 
feet to hear his heavenly diſcourſes, 
bears a moſt honourable teſtimony to 
the virtuous woman who worketh 
willingly with her hands, looketh well 
to her houſhold, and eateth not the 
bread of idleneſs. And Paul, you 
know, ſays expreſsly, that if any man 
provide not for his own relatives and 
friends wherever they are, and eſpe- 
cially for thoſe who, as being in his 


own houſe, are committed to his more 


immediate care, he has denied the 
faith, and is worſe than an infidel, who 
never profeſſed any regard to religion, 
or the word of Gop. - So far would 


ſuch an one be from acting in a man- 
| ner 
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ner well pleafing to his divine Lord, 
even though he Thoutd have” this-to 
urge as an excuſe for his negleet that 
his time wus taken np in the'exercifes 
of devotion. The fad effects of this 
extreme have been ſufficiently felt by 
multitudes, to convitice every one, 
wWäo thinks ſoberly, of che folly "and 
guilt öf füch a conduct. Many fami- 
lies, it is well known, have been left, 
by perſons of this unhappy turn, in 4 
miſerable condition at homée, while 
they, who 6ught to have been taking 
cate to feed and cloath them with de- 
cency, have (like the Athenians, {6 
juli) cenlored in ſcripture) ee been 
« ſpending their time in nothing elſe 
e Put telling or hearing ſome new 
e thing w. Sad confü ion has, by 
this means, been introduced amon 
near relations,” and members of the 
fame family,” who” lived comfortably 
and aſeftlly with each other befor 
Much of *theif time has been” mie 
Ys and their ſubRanice waäſted, if 
not by themſelves,” by their domeſtics, 
at home, While =y have been con- 
tracting 


1 21. 
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Their itching 
pers have been attended with aniohſti- 
= diſcdifia to Wiapplamnine gf ine 
gularity and moderation; and have, 
in ſome inſtanecs, produced ſuch. diſ- 


cedrds in chriſtian; Geheboad od have 


been a/difgrace. to a religious proſeſſion, 
and a great t iſadvantage to the inteseſt 
of practical goglineſs, and to the peace 
and proſperity; of thoſe parts of the 


kingdom here this ignorant zeal has 


moſt. abounded. And Fa is likewiſe 
tobe remembered, chat ſuch unſeaſon- 
able and diſorderly at: endances upon 
publick worſhip, are by no means 
adapted to anſwer thoſe ends, eck 
every judicious. chriſtian : would pr 
poſe, and for which the Na ark o of 
the goſpel were inſtituted. Keep: thoſe 
ends. in view, and purſue them: in that 
way which Gop has recommended. i in 
bis word; and then you meh Chear- 
fully hope for his bleſſing- i They 
that thus wait upon the Lord Jſhall.re- 
new their ſtrongth. ſhall mod at ap 


with wings as eagles, ſhall run and net 
be 


ttacting habitsn of idleneſs abroad. | 
ars and, unſteady, tem- 
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be wellty, dat walk Wade N 
truſt yo are ſenfible ef e 


ſuch ſuppliłs of Meins Sea > wail of 


their meſtiwable valle; and Tam per- 
ſuaded vou are well aware that Go 
oy uſually comin cited chem in this 
"Indeed he has ſaid expreſsly 
his his: word ſhall not return unto 
him void, but ſhall accompliſh that 


EPS, pleaſes, and proſper in the | 


0 enen he ſent it. And, by 
0 et cf His ſervants, he gives us 
reaſon to expect that they who are 
planted-inthe houſe of the Lord; ſhall 
flouriſh in the” courts of their: Gop, 
and bring forth fruit even to old age; 
the fruits 25 righteouſneſs, which are, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, to the praiſe 
and 1 of. r, 

1 my Philetus, the. ſenſe you 
Nel K the Wolth of the ſoul, of the 
infinſte tmp portance of your ſpiritual 
an di intereſts, and the value of 
thoſe means of grace, will make z you 
glad wien it is {aid unto you, let us 
go up to the houſe, of Gop. The 

fodk-tiftbry Ioforms us that it was 
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our Lord's cuſtom to attend u pon n the 
Worſbip 'of Gov Every: fabb da 
Tiba good: cuſtom, > recottirn 27 7 W 
a $0046. reat Authoftty ial 
| andva fhatne' it "hewla” be 10 W | 
any that call themſelves" his Hiſcip 1155 
Theres! is but too little of the beer, 'of 
godlineſs among bt. us with all the ad- 
1 es Of or fabbäths; But” Jam 
petſudged there: would'Þe - ach Tels 
without them; and that there 18 "Tels 
where they are lig hted, and "te; 5 
lick duties of then) Elten neg 13 
hope you will” fever ſatisf 40 FS re 
in attending "divine nt 


ther ;'or being at pübfick worth] 155 
patt of the day, and ſpendißg the 
other at home, or iti the ele 8. You 
will find your account P up 
your! place Natedly a if x e 

Bop; and you cann ut. 15 8 
henſly ye that unſteadineſs, in, this er 
ſpect, muſt greatly Hinder ur ird 
provement. But as you would Wit 
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the beſt ends of ablick' orgin ces 
may be ee e 1 7 
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to employ ſome time in devout me- 
ditation and prayer before you go. to 
attend them. If Sglomon's advice 
e met at al. times, Ry 
muſt ae lat peculiarly! ſo 

g do the houſe of | 
Gopv,. 3 Ar with all dili- 
Gi nay g * not but you often | 
feel; it in a frame unfit for ſacred ſer- 
viee 3 and you will find it mort ſo if 
you go toit immediately from worldly 
eompany and employments, with the 
head and heart filled with its cares or: 
pleaſures. If the Iſraelite would ap- 
pear before Gop prepared according 
to the preparation of the ſanctuary, 
he was commanded to enter it with 
caution': « Keep thy foot when thou 
« 'poeſt to the Baus of Gop:“ And 
if the Chriſtian deſires to reap benefit 
from his ſeaſons of devotion 5 if he 
wiſhes to enjoy Gop in them, and to 
be forever the better for them, he 
muſt take pains with a deceitful and 
trifling heart, to prepare it to ſeek. 
Gop : he muſt retire, and read, and 
meditate to get it in tune for the ſer- 
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66 EvpgzBes 2 PmiLETUS: 
vice: he muſt ſcek aſſiſtance and a 
bleſſing from heaven in It : muſt 


think Fully, ene hand of the per- 
fections of that Gon into. whUN pre- 


ſence he is going, ot, the ſagred and 
ſolemn nature of. the, ſegvice, in which 
he is about to engage; of .the-worthrof 
his religious privileges, ; ande the ao- 
count he muft give, qnther day, of 


the manner in which hej, amproves 


them. And you will, I know, excuſe 


the freedom, if I caution you againſt 
inattention and drowſineſs, under ordi- 


nances, and intreat you to give dili- 
gent heed to the things that vou hear, 
leſt at any time you ſhould, let them 
flip. And guard againſt vain imagi- 
nations in the preſence of Gop. Many 
thoughts that might be proper ang uſe- 
ful at other ſeaſons, would be imper- 
tinent and hurtful intruders there. Keep 
all worldly cares as much as poſſible 
at a diſtance in every religious ſervice 
in which you would wiſh to-find ac- 
ceptance with Gon, or benefit to your 
own ſoul. The moſt high, whom we 


worſhip, cannot. but be diſpleaſed with 


ſuch 
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fuch as come and :ſit before him as his 
people ſit, and with their months: 
profeſs muck eſteem, but, at the ſame 
time, ſuffer their heacts, to be going 
eye rove from dne object to another in 
the houſe of Gon: that nebeflarily 


leads off the attention both from Gop 


and his worſhip,” and often ptoves an 
inlet to hurtful. temptations: and if 
you ſleep under ordinances, you there- 


by ſhut the avenues by which divine 


inſtructions ſhould enter into the ſoul, 


as well as offer ati open affront tothe 


great maſter of aſſemblies. -- Stir up 
the heart to take hold of GoDp. And 


let me exhort you likewiſe to receive 
with all meekneſs the ingrafted word. 


Be willing to be taught your duty and 
.exhorted to the performance of it. 
Let. it be your concern to profit. by 


every caution and reproof, as well as 
by every invitation and promiſe, of 


the word of God. Only let me ſug- 


geſt one hint more; -retire for ſerious 
recollection and prayer, when you re- 
turn home from ordinances, If you de- 


ie 
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ſire ſolid and laſting advantage from 
them, you :muſttinot only refram from 
worldly : bufineſs,. and all carnal: plea- 
ſures, When you come: from the houſe 
ef Gon; but ſhould-keep, as much as 
poſſible, out of the way of vain and 
trifling converſation, and ſuch com- 
pany as are diſpoſed for it. Go from 
the ſanct | 
endeavour, to recolle& the inſtructions 


you have received, and the ſolemn. 


tranſactions in which you have been 
engaging. If any good impreſſions 
have been made by God's word and 
ordinances, take pains: to preſerve and 
cheriſh them. Acknowledge the fins 
of your holy things freely before God, 
lament over miſimproved privileges, 
and reſolve that for the future, if ſpar- 
ed to the return of thoſe ſacred ſolem- 
nities, you will watch unto prayer with 
greater reſolution and ſeriouſneſs; and 
let it be your conſtant ſolicitude that 
you may be a doer of the word, and 
not a hearer only, deceiving your own 
ſoul. Be aſſured, if you thus take 
_ pains, with . humility. and diligence, 

to 


uary to the cloſet; and there 
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© eel that 5 you, hear for your good, 
91975 a, 92 71 account in it., Thus 


nay | PP ad that, while di- 
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vin "ſeeds ſcattered 

by IN, 125 8 1 . 112 utterly loſt on 
E ignore t, -unbelieving, and careleſs 

2 1 5 will. enter and take deep 
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1995 in, your heart, and bring forth 
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0 U: remind me, Philetus, of 
what is ſaid concerning the an- 
cient. Iſraelites, that the word 
t preached did not profit them; and 
I readily acknowledge with you, that 
many beſides them have attended 


upon divine inſtitutions to very... little 


purpoſe. We hear one and ano- 
ther of the ſervants of Go com- 


plaining, I have laboured in vain 


and ſpent my ſtrength for nought : 
and with others, this is literally true. 
The proud, the paſſionate, the cenſo- 
rious, the ſlothful, the worldly mind- 
ed, are ſo ſtill: And while they con- 
tinue ſuch, under divine inſtructions, 


they hear and read to very little pur- 


pole. After many years attendance 


N . rag ordinances of the: goſpel, 
A 4 Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians themſelves are complaining 
of the weaknels of their faith,, and the 
ſad prevalence of their fears; the 
power of ſin within them, and the 
ſhameful influence of temptations to 
evil. And, What is ſtill worſe, in 
other inſtances where there is yet more 
apparent reaſon far ſuch complaints, 
there ſeems, to be but little, very little 
concern about the. matter. I wonder 
not that the obſervation of ſuch things 
ſhould - give you concern; eſpecially 

while apprehenſive, as you ſeem to be, 
for yourſelf, that you have © frequent- 
„ ed Gop's holy place, and ſat under 
ce the preaching of his word almoſt in 
“ vain.“ The caſe is truly lament- 
able. Valuable as our privileges are 
under the goſpel ; important and glo- 
. rious as its deſign is; much as crea- 
- tures in our ignorant guilty and pol- 
-mted circumſtances need it; happily 
- as it is adapted, to raiſe us to the high- 
s, eſt excellence of character, and the 
r- | moſt perfect ſtate of felicity of which { 
de | our natures are capable; numerous as ; 
h. the inſtances have been in which thoſe 
ns h great 
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great ends have been anfwered by it; 
end-milerable is we tt Hef As de. 
is-nob-anfirered* upom ub lt mh 
— vehink of x 
our lives under this 15985 . 
grace in vain ; efpeciall As We know 
ie cannot be mer 2 a 4 truſt of 
this e uff” be atbcolinted 
for, and it Wilk be: more tölerabie for 
Sodom and Gomorra, In- che day of 
than fbt thoſe'whs continue 
in the conditicfr of the fruitleſs fig- 
tree in Gos choiceſt vineyard, under 
the favourable inffuence of haven, 
and tlle conftant® ctiſtivation of this 
ſervarits.” But I Would Hope, in ſome 
inſtances; the ordinahces of the goſpel 
may do good where the effect is Hot 
kc Phe vo either to thoſe H ad- 
miniſter them, or even to fuch perſons 
themſelves as attend upon tcm, Some 
Chriſtians ſeem difappeinted and öf- 
fended, as if no good "cold be done 
either to themſelves or others, if the 
don't always meet th ſome Fectliatly 
favourite topics and phraſes in every 
one miniſtration” upon which ar 
atten 
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attend ; not conſidering the extenſive- 
nefs of the Goſpel, and the'vaſt varie- 
ty of doctrines, precepts and promiſes 
contained 1 in it; nor ſufficiently attend- 
ing to this plain truth, that though the 
end of its diſcoveries is one (viz. the 
ſalvation of man) yet the means by 
which this end is to be promoted are 
various. It is certainly the duty of 
chriſtian miniſters to declare the whole 
counſel of Gop ; and they muſt 25 
out of their treaſures 4 varie 
things, both new and old, if er 
would approve themſelves ſeribes well 
inſtructed unto the kindom of heaven, 
and give every one his porn in due 
ſeaſon. And you will, * al- 


ways remember, that if any mg | 


be ſaid that (through the divine bl 

ing) is effectual to enlighten and en- 
large the underſtanding, or to enliven 
the beſt affections of the ſoul ; to con- 
vince of fin, or to eſtabliſh in the 


ways of Gop; to ſubdue the remain- 


der of irregular appetite and paſſion, 
ar to improve your acquaintance with 
Gop and Chriſt, _ your own heart, 

or 
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or to revive, and ſtrengthen the graces 
of the. C kiſtian —— when 
och are, almoſt; 1 to dio as vou 
ve. therein ſomething to promote 
Jour, mestneſs for a better - world, 
to render your paſſage through 
K es happy, honourable and uſe- 
ful, von have chen found Rare 
vou t wait upon Go 
Bat you ſeem to think, that in many 
ibſtances yon have, experienced but 
Hftle f the benefit. of publick ordi- 
nances in any of theſe. — Let 
me intreat you to look ſeriouſly into 
the. occaſions of the complaints. 
Whence is it, think you, that the 
ward [preached docs not profit you? 
In ſame inſtances, I WI allow, it 
may in a great meaſure, be owing to 
thoſe by whom it. ĩs diſpenſed ʒ if the 
Rs be 7 ignorant or ſloth- 
ful, eſpecially i 0 e ae 


example to the fl 
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ſins. he condemds, it. is nos Wander — i 
his winiſtrations ſhould he in vain; 
and it muſt: be confeſſed, chat even 
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Brighteſt talents, are attended with! 


Uhave, at 
Shu 


the 
ſuch imperfections = ma 
times; ami unh | 
their: uſefulheſb. W lere 
you that the ſucceſs of the g eee 
depends not intirely upon them” that 
3 but upon Too, Rememnbet 
what the gfeat apoſtle fuld with reſ- 
pect to himſelf and his fellotedabonr- 
ef" A pollos; % Neither is he tat 
plahteth any thing, nor he that ens 
eth, but: Gop that giveth” the in- 
creaſe.” © Nevertheleſs let me charge 
it upon you, that when you fail of 
benefit from the- word preached; yd 
do not throw the blame upon God.” 
Examine yourfelf, and you will. ſoon 
find where it is to be laid; We are 
told in the word of truth, for the en- 
oouragenient both of minifters and 
öple, thar he who gveth forth ad 
weepeth, beating precious ſeed,” (hull 
doubtleſs come again rejoicing bring-' 
IT ſheaves with bim. We may 
affixed; that no Bncete attempts, 
— to do good or to get good by 
M word and ordmances of Gop, 
| H 2- ſhall 
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EuskE BRS % Patios: 
youhaveat- 


tendadithem inain, you NI ardinari] 
find that it was for want of attending wn 


& proper manner and purtieulutly f for | 


want of ſeeking the:divineiblefir 
wem. If you with, for the time to dome, 
to receive real adva fromm the 
pie aching of the word, ſee to it that. you 
take mare pains in preparing your 
— for it, and iu ae ace 
vpon it. Don't chink lightly of the 
ordinances of  Chriſt;: or of thoſe W 


faithſully adminiſter them. Vou can- 


not flight. them without ſlighüng him, 
nor neglect attending upon them with⸗ 
out Wronging your own ſouls. Think 


not, with the Laodiceans, that you 


are rich and encreaſed with goods, 
and ſtand in need of nothing, but 


cultivate a due ſenſe of your 1 
neceſſities, and ur daa 


defire- 
able ſupply of divine grace in the uſe 


of thoſe means, by which the great 


head of the church has been uſed 
to communicate them. Be | equally 
upon your guard againſt bod choſe 


eee into 2 hearers jo com- 


1 monly 
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monly run: On the one hand, do 
not make light of ordinances. or mini- 
ſters, Dot onadbe Other, 2 abſolureſy del 
penq upon ther IExyou deſtę 
the goſpel may bed ran f N 
unto. life to you, horiour the 'Gop öf 
ordingaces ſupremely in your: atten- 
dance upon it) Miniſters att but in- 
ſtruments, and ordinances but means, 
by which one believeth, and "another 
is built up in _— faith, as Gon 
giveth to every man. The inen 
ble bleſſings of the goſpel are com⸗ 
mitted to e veſſels, chat the ex- 
cellence of the power may be of Gop 
and not of men. It is enough there- 
fore if you acebunt of minifters as 
ſtewards of the myſteries of God and 
attend: upon divine infſtitutions as 
ſtreams which oe both their virtue! 
and c⁰nEHͤ:ice to Him with Whom is 
the fguntain of life, "Both! muiniſters 
and people need che influence of his 
Spirit to give them aſſiſtanc and ſut- 
ceſs. This (thanks be ta Gp) is 
xraciouſhppecitniſerk to* both? max it 
Ne dan to "tk 
Y 1 N 1 I 
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If you wiſh your miniſter; to be made 
uſeful-to your ſoul, earneſtly and fre- 
 quemaly, prey for him, \panioulasly 
When you are going to attend upon his 
Jabours'; and do not forget f toi pray 
for yourſelves, that Go would teach 
you. to profit, and cauſe: his: goſpel to 
enme, not in word only, but alſo in 
the demonſtration of the Spirit and 
with power. There is one thing more 
Which 1 muſt here ſtrongly ratom- 
mend te you, and that ic, conſtancy 
and ſteadineſs in your attendance upon 
divine inſtitutions. The tiee that is 
planted in a good foil and kteps, its 
place, grows and brings forth fruit, 
while ſuch as are often moved up and 
down look fickly, wither and die. If 
you deſire the benefit of ordinances, 
chuſe a ſerious judicious miniſtry and 
keep to it; thoſe Who rove about from 
place to place, loſe many advantages, 
indulge an unſettled temper, contract 
a taſte for novelty, and ſuffer their at- 
tention to be diverted from the impor- 
tant, practical and faving ends of di- 
vine inſtitutions, greatly to their — 
* . 3 urt 


Bl 
* 
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hurt and that nf the riſing generation 
and ſuch ton often prove as thonns in 
e f God's 3 


Wilden ſocket Such ;hayedno 
nf to wonder if the word:preachi- 
al: not profit them, thaugh they 
may juſtly latent. i 4 and while. they 
do: ane: . they 
forget t 5 

of this evil; about with them, ini the 
triſſing and unſteady temper with 
which they attend upon divine ordi- 
r ora the 1 Wb ern to 
your; PI Improvement I. 
Bos to Reep yon om epa; e 
10g — „ 1 wt lige 
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On private Aude, a 


anne + 40 


F Hope; my Phillis, you Wil. fox ot 


not 1 


think the exerciſes of devotion | in 


— ſufficient, but that you will 


endeavour to ſecure time for them i in 
private. Even in your buſy hours 
you may find time for N ad- 
dreſſes of the ſoul to Gop; and I am 
perſuaded that, with proper attention, 
you may find ſomewhat, in eyery day's 
experience and obſervation, to aſſiſt 
and animate you in ſuch exerciſes: 
ſomewhat to teach you caution, bu 
mility and a odly fear ; to colfitin: 
your faith in the inviſible realities of 


the world to come, and to inſpire you 
with an high eſteem! of the ' bleſſed 


God, and a moſt affectionate love to 


his ſon . Chriſt ; to inculcate a 
grate- 


* 


Dee 


_ 7 B08 
grateful ſenſe of divine favours, and 


2 better ſtate, in which all the diſor- 
ders and imperfections of this ſhall be 
done klHah.—But it will be your! wif- 
dom. to retire frequently from the 
world, and all its hurries,: temptations 
and cares, tb preſerve theſe ſentiments 
and affections more ſteadily in thę 
mind, and, impreſs them more poue 
fully upon it.— This you know Jeſus 
Chriſt * 1 has N 1 
* Tho u V en thou pra ; enter into 
« thy clact, and when chou haſt ſhut 
che door, pray to thy. father wha, 


. 


18, in ſecret, and thy father who 
« ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall. reward thee ö 
<* openly*.” I doubt not but you * 
have read this lage often, and are 1 
convinced that the practice therein re- 

commended, is perfectly reaſonable, 
Jeſus who recommended it, you well 

know, was frequently engaged in it 
himſelf; and it appears to have made 
a very conſiderable. part of the em- 
ployment and happineſs of thoſe an- 
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"ihe earlier Ages ef his,.church. 
iron "eh, 


Player, His fon 1: 
vont meditations into the fields. Jacob 


Was eminent for devation; who, in 
che ſtrer ngth. of his faith in Gop and 
his affection to him, ſaid, . I. will not 
* let thee go exceꝑt thou bleſs me; 
| and 4 as 2 r are told. he. had 
power W QD, prevailed, 
Moſes, David. aan Princes: 
in Tirael, as well as | the prophets 
Haiab, Jeremiah, Jonah, Daniel, ad 

many more, were men of, prayer.:- 
indeed this appears to have been an 
important and 1 diſtinguiſhing characte- 
tiſtic of the peaple of Go in all 5 
Permit me then to addreſs our l. 
exhortation to 5 enter into | 


cloſet. daily to out the ſoul freely 


before: him w > ſeeth in ſecret. If 
you have a heart for the ſervice, I 
make no doubt but yon may and will 
find a place for it, ſome where or ther, 
« He (ſaid one of the chriſtian, fa- 
« thers): * carries ns ns about 


«. with: 


ſaae, retired Fan de 


>. VP #2. atk as. 6 


2 


n 27 
* . 


+ _” , — 66 $4 


LBTTER Vi. i 


« with him, newer need want a pre 
«6: to pray in. A Levont ee 

— religious retirement 15 
the midſt of a mily ; and better 
is it to ſubmit! to-ſome inconveniences, 
and perform the duty with ſome dif- 
advantages, than never to perform it 


at all. But 4 retired ſituation is much 
to be- defired, and if you cannot find 


A oratory, or place for prayer, 
„ibm d doors; :teek it — Fer 
the fake of retirement, you know 
Iſaae went out into the fields; Peter 
to the bouſe- top, hou Jeſus to a 
mountain to pray. 

But you tell me: 500 bnd fo much 
amiſs in your heart and life, as makes 
you afraid to pray; afraid leſt your 
prayer, like that of the wicked, 
ſhould be an abomination 10 the Lord, 
And © indeed it would be if, while 
you aſk his bleſſing, you are faying 
unto \ him in ur heart, depart 
„ from" me, 2 1 deſire not the 

„Kknewiedge of thy ways.“ The 
bypocrite is rejected 1 that GoDο wo 


can- 


4 
L 
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ſion, at the r ede of Gop, who 
perfumes our by the incenſe 
of his merit, and es them ac- 


ceptance with the father. Solomon 
having aſſured us that the ſacriſice of 
h ever ſo coſtly, 
and. offered. with t moſt ſanctiñed 
8 is an abomination 10 the 

on. Lord, has Rr added, but 


1 — ＋ me e-intreat * Philerus, 
to lock ſeriouſly. into your. con Heart, 
and inquire | whether yo doi! adally 
omit prayer becauſe you are aſraid of 
offending Go in it The heart, you 
well — 4 is deceitfal; and e may 
ſometimes perhaps, be A front 
pride under: the ,appearanc humih- 
0 While you — 4 8 
„ 0 


E Ä . ĩͤ d TR. 7 


— 


br E * vil. 8 
of your own anworthineſs, und a w- 


ligious wwe of Go have induoed y 
er before im, bmw ou 


to fer! off the | 
ters to greater Bur eee 
— of e tere 18 
oſtem 4 timorous, buſtifuf diſpoffiion, 
a flaviſh fear, or à diſtraſt of Gp, 
whieh, though not-equally erimitat, 
is far from being advant $'to the 
— — 2 and therefore 
is every where diſcounteganced in xhe 
dine word. Does this often. Keep 
2 it 4 diſtance from che Almighty ? 
urely it ought not. He has" faid, 
e eee e us reaſon r; 

* ins be as ſcurlet ch 
1 — pros as ſnow ; Fed 
„be ed like erimſon they H be 
Hike woot.” If thou haſt fallen 
by"injquity, - his advice e thee is, 
Tk With thee” words and turn 
unt the Lord; fy unte him, take 
9 our W receive us 
cc gra- 


2% EvsBBES;; ro Pins rye, 


raciouſly, 59d. L will heal 
« fling and Ee n 
5 1 ay bid Al, and 
ha a wee, 1 eck 1505 you 


« hall To” knock 20d. i .thall, be 


i ae unto. you. Encournged by 
racious invitations and promiſes, 
as ech ildren of God, in all, e 
made him their refuge; and have fled 
to him with advantage, by faith, in 
1 1 in the moſt e and /- 
ing ſeaſons. Out of the depths 
« (ſays one) have I cried unto; thee, O 
oy Lord hear my voice, let thine, car 
te be attentive to my eee If 
* thou, ſhould'ſt mark iniquity, O 
© Lord who could ſtand? but there. is 
&« forgiveneſs with . thee that thou 
„ ma 5k be ſeared ; therefore gt 1irac! 
4) 1 in the Lord, for with e 
e there is mercy, and Wich. 1 — 15 
ky plenteous redemption..:., 
man cried, and the. Lord. * — 4 
and ſaved him aus, pf-all, bis pale 
Nor has he, ſaid to the.ſeed. of; Jacob, 
(or any of kis bree people) eg ye 


wwe nne An kes d G0 al 
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rügt Enemy of fouls, and àn un- 

ie een de Hiſtened to, rather 
n word ef Gor? and the Expe- 
glences of Ins ſervants? yea;! for the 
ſake' of indulging their evil ſuggeltions, 
will yen reject the abundant èonſola- 
tion, ant good hope through grace, 


which Sor has ſet before'you in the 


goſpel' ?, wilt you” overlooE all that 
mercy, that rich and free love to the 
retülfting prodigal, which is publiſhed 
ſo frequently; and proved ſo clearly 


there? Having an high-prieſt that is 


touched with the feeling of our infic- 
mities, let us go boldly to the throne 
of grace to bbrain tnercy, ' and' find 
race” to help in time of need. 
— H the blood of Jeſus w have 

to the holieſt of all, and are 
ebe gel to draw near with a true 


heart in“ the full aſſurance of faith: 


and: well we may, as he has given 
himſelf x facrifice and offering to God, 
of A lweet ſmelling ſavdur: has en- 
tered into heaven itſelf to appear in 
the preſence of Gop for us; and ſaid, 


when in 'ollf world; that Whoſobver- 


L 2 came 
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. me ably obſerve, that a 
delt st of his word evidently 125 
roſe that we accuſtom ourſelves to pray: 
Hh do aby, in the whole book, of 
Gov, give us encoura ement to hope 
for bis favour and Weg 3: in the neg- 
lect of that important duty, But you 
tell me, © you know not how, to 
** pray, nor what to p PA for = Jer 
* ought; you are confo iaded and 
« embarraſſed; are at a "Toſs both for 
lan guage and ſentiment ſuited to 
your real ſtate and character, and 
the ſolemnity of this ſacred ſervice.” 
If this be a real difficulty, a and one 
that, after repeated trials, you find as 
preſent unfurmountable, by ng means 
deſpiſe the affiſtance of precom ofed 
forms, nor ſcruple to make uſe, of 
them; at leaſt till you can pray e 
out them. You may find ometh 

ſuited! to almoſt every fituation and! « 85 
| cCumſtance 


heſe 
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52 1 the trial again, ra- 
ther 15 Fa and 0 ge the Mbjec- 
tio 0 K. 7 di 99 (Er er, 
” A 19 361 would haxye ad 
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Wi N can it h 
| 2 185 0 Th 705 ſoon be 1. de 
15 1501 1 une aa gs 

is Jor nbecoming 

e 5 rag red in queſtion. 
Me courage you that you 
| e e much time in 4 

ens ee ome, o 9: 
t le acceptableneſs 8 Nor t e benefit 2 
* our 


* 
4 hn 


75 due: reverence! of Go would e 


tually fecure yon ftom every thing 
that ſort. The great queſtion you 


tance, ind! e IG and in the 


$9 urs Ib HTE TRG. 
oub pr depends cupan th 
ef, hemi; n Rut you are nt 2 

Nemec ned Tpechaps a dhe ſhortneſs of 


Mut religiaus duties aa hei mperfec 
tions: with which they are catte 


 Andwhatarci theſe / ' imptrſctions? 
 Now-gre- apprehenſive that you au 


oſten heat a log: At-aJofs |. for what? 
Recollecd youxſelf u httle, and Ho re- 
view ſome of, your ſecret: tranſactions 
with the Almighty. -You-with; a 
be, that |you--conld expreſs! your 
with greater freedom and een 
But do yon, can you, imagine that 
the Go vHhom you Hips is to be 
pleaſed: with, the: Dandiof 5 Words. or 
the; eaſy flow of 4 perigd ” the ſays 
„My ſon give me hing Head. Yo ou 
bud not, indeed, by any means, to 
indulge yourſelf in: indecent liberties, 
in ſo ſolemn an employment: But a 


mould attend to an Eifincere in 
my eupreſſions of adoratidi, ge pen: 


2 - 
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. offer'? edo Io fecb ay heart 


ed while {feat Dota 

to Notes high; and, dL Binds d 
poliriqmzbablaual e 
credi tcanſactions ? le ſtrvent nin 
wrought s pray er of the #ighieots 
awalleth much. Vou will do well to 
maintain a humble ſenſe of every in. 
perfection befote Gm ˙ Thel mofe 
lowiy you are the better; fot che ſa- 
crifice he requires and delights in ib a 
broken ſpirit ; 4 broken and a contrite 
heart 8 will not de ſpiſe. Thoſe 
worde im Pf; ci. 17. are as ſtrong and 


ex preſſive, a8 if intended to remove 
everyobjection-and ren Eprant of 


this fort. He will regard 
of the deſtitute, thoſc WhO K 60 to 
themſalves devoid of every external 
rechmiilendation and ornament, and 
everf{ intennal encouragement und ſup- 
pug he will not delſpiſe their 9 
AndiiJeſas,the faithful and compaſ- 
ſionate high prieſt of our profeſſion 
aſſuredahis diſciples that he — 
range. 2 chat uin 
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it; to teach them all things, and 


N 
whatcyer he had ſaid unto them. 


That Spitht hififerbants have heel ita 
to rely for all neceſſary ben 
in this important duty; 5: andith 

frequent occaſion humbly 15 _ 


fully to acknowledge belt ob 
{52 When the 22 Hot of 
Ryes What to Pray for ab-they 
He helps their infirmitics; e 
ing to ihe gloſs of a learned commen- 
tator upon that expreſſion) he lends 
„ mis helpihg band, as' dne dne helps 
1c ànöthèr to raiſe or Bear ti burden, 
«' by taking hold ef it on oh"! fide, 
„And Hiting or bearing it with Therm, 
* {o ſeeming to pres Fo the oBlige- 
* tors"! on us to exert our little 
«Atrerigth, feeble as it is, in tonthit- 
* fene en "je 
Adieu! [ m Philetus, 905 mVyolgtce bis 
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continue. cot 


for prayer hen you ſhould engage in 
it. At one time the mind is hurried 
with the cares of the world, and al- 
molt; overwhelmed with its troubles.; $ 
at another, its pleaſures or profits en- 
gage your attention, and leave you 
but little incligation to converſe with 
Gon at the hour of prayer. And does 
this really grieve, you? "If it does you 
will not neglect the proper  prepara- 
tives for this facred ſervice, much leſs 
run needleGly into thoſe very ſituations 
and employments that have, in times 
paſt, rendered you unfit for commu- 
nion with God, or ſuch as you have 
reaſon to think would have that un- 
happy IC Yet you will ſay, 
* What muſt do when this has been 
E un 
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| do better than go and pray 


more pains to 


94 EuszB ES U Phil ET us. 


Ul. unavoidable, and when, in conſe- 
E:quence:lofvit, I feel Ahe 0 no 

deicheart for retirement“ What can you 
ſor it? A long 
continued neglect don exerciſes of de- 
votion, will do nothing to remove the 


evil you complain of. Nay, that muſt 


neceſſarily continue and encreaſe it. 
Vour duty in fuch circumſtafces, is 
to compoſe your ſpirits as much as 
may be, — drawing nigh to Gop, 
and to apply yourſelf ſeriouſly and in 
good earneſt, to this ſacred ſervice; 
and when _ have more time; take 
prepare the heart to ſdek 
(30D. Reading a Pſalm or devational 
chapter, and meditating cloſely upon 

it before prayer, may probably; under 


_ Gov, do much to remove the diffi- 


culty, and render the whole an en- 
tertaining and uleful employment. 
Though you are by no means tò ex- 
that religious duties will be equal. 
ty pleaſant at all times, ot that you 
Mall always have the ſame reliſſi for 
them while on this ſide heaven. 17 


wot eminent Chriſtians upon earth, 1 


ap- 


reads cs 


2pprebend, have their languid as we 

ine lively ſeaſons. But this, 5 2 
of keeping them at a diſtance frorm 
the thfrone of grace, makes them more 
conſtant and earneſt in theit applica- 
tions thither for mercy to pardon their 


luke warmneſs and inconſtancy and far 


the more abundant ſupplies of the 
ſpirit, of; Jeſus to carry on the work uf 
faith, with power. And JI muſt not 


forbear to remind you like wiſe that 


much of the life and pleaſure of true 


devotion has often been experienced 
in thoſe very prayers that were begun 
with great Janguor ; ſo that upon that 
account and all others, you will find 
it good for you to draw nigh to Gon, 
But you think that you have 22 

git 


ly prayed in-vain. © You: have ſou 


+ fog comforts V hich you have never 


*,enjoyegsr.and.have begged to be de- 
* .livered from afflictions with which 


40 you are ſtill exerciſed.“ And are I 


ou from thence ta conclude: that you 
have ho intereſt in heaven, and that 
the moſt; High: will nerer hear you ? 
by no means; your heavenly Father 
mY | * 
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may in ſome inſtances, withold what 
you aſk, to put ydu im mind of "ſome 
forgotten ſins, and to ſtir you up to 
the diſcharge of ſome neglected duties; 
or it may be to make ydu more hum- 
ble and importunate in your addreſſes 
to him. He ſaid of ſome of his an- 
cient people, I will go and return to 
* my place till they "acknowledge 
« their offence and ſeek my face; in 
« their affliction they will ſeek me 
de early.” And a very valuable end 
is anſwered by ſuch providences, if 
they teach us to think of our ways 
and turn back our wandering feet 
unto his teſtimonies. But do not al- 
ways imagine, my Philetus, that 
when your requeſts are not immediate- 
ly anſwered, it is becaufe the Lord 
has forgotten to be gracious and will 
be favourable no more. He may de- 
lay the bleſſing for a while to try and 
ſtrengthen your faith and patience, 
and to keep you in the lowly poſture 
of waiting. Paul himſelf had occa- 


ſion to apply again and again to the 


throne of grace before he received an 
f * 


wii 3 —" 


——— be firſt defived-j but if not 
he had a better.. Many things thetwe 
wiſl for, and, in he ebjoyment of 
which we. ſhould . promiſt ourſelves 
great good, wanld: prubably he not on-. 
ly Fro — And ether 
events which we bave dreaded and 
deprotated as great evils, infinite wf. 
dom-and:, 4 has for 
Aker eſſential to our beſt intereſt. And 

may quit ou have been miſteken, bay, 

re you hot ]) convinced that you 
— been miſtaken, in ſome paſt in- 
ſtanees: and have called evil good, and 
good evi} ? ejoioe then in this that the 
Compu- apply to tan always difcerh 
the thipg#that are excellent, and will 
withold o good thing: from them that 
walk uprightly. Poſſibly a gracious 
— — your prayers: ina 
o5-ofatoftainiriddnt<nergptbeutth 
nat in that way in which you more 


EET * anſwer. 4 
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it, inſtead of that: Aer 
which yon or he — 


in the 1 ſack holy, humble and de- 
vout affections as may more effectually 
promote his glory, and your uſefulneſs 
here, as well as, happineſs hereaſter, 
* you, mult think that it has been good 
for you to draw nigh to Gop. Or if, 
inſtead of deliveripg you out of your 
afflictions, he gives you patienee under 
them, and makes them the means of 
working out for you a far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory, you 
have reaſon to bleſs Gp for your ſick- e 
neſſes, and ſorrows, and 5 ge . 
that you have not ſought him in wain. b 
Retire therefore, I entreat-you daily 
from a world of cares and temptations 
for holy converſe with God; and'know W * 
that the-eyes of the Lord-are-upon the 
righteous, and his ears are pen! to 
their prayer. 
Never I hope will my Philetus ex- 
cuſe himſelf in the neglect of theſe ſa- 
cred exerciſes by 2 — that he. has no 
time for engaging in them. Thies 


2323 fays a late pious writer, is molt 
% ſhameſu! 


1s 
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ie: ſhameful and trifling; and carries its . 
N Wh it: je 
+. becomes mot the months of thoſe. 
«© who. believer a GOD anda provi- 
«<dencei;; who know: they ſtand in 
«nee of his day directions and con- 
ducto protection and ſupply, and that 
< the ſucceſs of all their undertakings, 
4 togethrar with their happineſs in time 
an eternity, depends upbn his bleſ-- 
ing and favour! We. have more to- 
dd wigs Oo than we Have with the 
e world;z-havewe time to eat, drink, 
and ſleep ind tne for out- worldly” 
+. betfiriels- divetfions and recreations; 
time ot trifling wiſits; and whprofit- 
able converſations with our fellow 
i creatures ; and have we no time to 
pray in? Gop allows us time ſuffi- 
eient for every duty, if we are care 
fuß, and ſkilful duly to proportion 
it.“ May the Father of lights ever. 
give you that e e eig 
n ; |; 
or Sf el: Tam; Ke. | 


LET T- 


cret, n let me intreat you to ehe w and 
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long t n bed gp 10h arid 


508 Bt id bog, ele 


e TAI BRN Shiqi 


1161 $901.11; 8 HARROW 190: 1199 hl 


. the. Lord ＋ Sughper 


ee old i Hi nns. 


AY ING, my Philetus, given 
yourſolf up: tothe Lect in ſe- 


ratify thoſe engagements with him at 


his table. Vbu are convinced: that the 


Lord's ſupper is à divine inſtitution, 
and yet ſeam. @-loſs-to knawwNhe- 
ther it is your duty to pattake of it. It 
gives me pleaſure. to find that you dohot 
turn your back upon the houſe of Go 
while it is adminiſtered, and I would 
hope both from your behauiour, and 
the reſpectful terms in which you 
ſpeak of divine inſtitutions in general, 

that you do not neglect this from a 


prevailing indifference to religion, and 


the Redeemer's intereſt. If deed I 
could think that of you; if you habi- 
tually and wilfully lived without Go 


in the world, and neither revered his 
au- 


* * * 
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unrhorit nor delighted in his preſence; 


if. you con ſet at nought both his 
counſels and his threatenings, and de- 
ſpiſe the” bleffings 
could neither wonder at your neglect 
of this ordinande, nor encbu 
attendance upon it. While of ſuch a 
temper and character you! would be 
acting the part of an hypocrite in the 
bonſe uf God, in ſitti p'dowfni with his 
children at his table? Indeed, I muſt 
ſay, with'w good man; 15 were much 
better for our churches to continue 


thin than be filled with men of the 


world that have no ſincete love to the 
Lord Jelus Chriſt, and no ſerious re - 

„ gard'to his laws. The engagements 
of his people there, are of the moſt ſa- 
cred and ſolemn nature, and ſuch as it 


vere inpbſſible for any to enter into, 


ſincerely and acceptably, whoſe hearts 


are alidnated from tlie life of God. In 
that ordinance we profeſs ourſelves the 

Lord's) befòöre men and angels. We 
declare our love to the Saviour, a grate- 
ful ſenſe of our obligations to him, and 
that we live by faith in and upon him, 
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ple, in an everlaſting. covenan 


us as wo 
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as the bread of life that came down 
from heavens! | DAS. 11 10¹ Jingu 8 
There Wes ſalemniy 
a5 Our Gov; and ebgage tu bechis peo- 
douenant, while 
partaking of the memarials. af the body 
and blogd of the great mediator, WhO 
is ſet forth as crucified before us. Re- 
deemed by him from alli ve 


profeſs; tu be qead inieed unt Sin, and 


alive into Gow through Jeſus. Chriſt 
our Lord. There we. glory in his 


ſtraining influence of hid love; we en- 
gage to live unto him who has ſo loved 
himſelf ſor us. Let a 
man therefore: examine himfelf;, and 
look well both to the prevailing diſpo- 
ſitions of Kis ſoul, and to his views in 
approaching this ordinance, befote he 
eat of that bread and drink of that cup. 
You ſay, Lhaveexaminedamyſelf again 
t and again, and alas I find ſo much amiſs 


„within as makes me afraid of taking 


<« part with the children of Gop at 


＋ his 


acoept bf GO 


croſs, as that by which the world is 
crucified unto us and we are crucified 


| umo the world; and under the con- 
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ce Inis table :L cannot but think myſelf 
« very unſit for it, and — —— 
« thetkingacome$:im to ſet his gueſt 
thi ——r 
« dum „And are their, ny 
Phil&tus, your real ſtons con- 
cenning. your) ſtate and charatten ? wo | 
— to conſider well yo 
reafons:for:: thinking! this af younſelf, | 
The Hul thattwothus) unfit for the pri- 
vilages of ther children of Go upon 
earthʒ muſt. certainly be unfit. to be 
adnintted into their ſociety in a better 
world. And can you be eaſy a day or 
an hout im ſuch a ſtate as that? O how 
dreadtulo will be the comſequences of 
leaving! this wor lu before you are re- 
conelled unto Gon, and made: meet for 
the inheritance ob the faints in light ! 
Yawneed not the aggravated guilt of 
proſtitutingi the body and blood of the 
Lord to alarm your fears, or even over- 
whelm the foul in everlaſting deſtruc- 
tion, iß it is thus already in the gall of 
bitterneſs and bond of — But 
let me ask you again, and intreat you 
to inquire impartialhy, wherefore are 

you 
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you thus writing bitter things 


e langou 


2 people. Ye ou ought und 


7 — 


yourſelf, and judging yourſelf unwor- 
thy of eternal; life 2%, Von abſerve; 
<, you-fays ſo many itnpenſections in 
urg hrart, and: life ; feel fo much 
gour in the other duties of devo- 
tion, and often ſo much indifference 

eto them; your knowledge of divine 


things is ſo imperfect, and ycur con- 
ct formity to the i image and will of 
Go and the Redeemer is ſo very 
your faith is ſo weak; 

<<. your holy love ſo. inconſtant; nay 


<&, deficient ; 


© you find ſo much vanity and fin 
within you, and, attending every 


thing you ſay or do, that you cannot 


„think you would: be accepted of 


God in theſe acts of Chriſtian com- 


% munion; and you fear leſt, after 


60 having given yourſelf up publickly | 
to the Lord, you ſhould prove a 


„ diſhonour to his name, and an occa- 
„ ſion of reproach: and grief, to his 
btedly to 
maintain a very ſerious; regard to the 
acceptance of Gop in act of commu- 
nion with him, and take care to avoid 
every 


_" 
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every that would be a di to 
a chriſtian profeſſions} and prove um 0 
caſioni of dacmblng or offence to thoſe 
that aue ι¼i about you. Let me there- 
fore intredt you to inquire & little more 
partieularly how far theſe im in- 
icreſts are likedy to be affected in thib 
prefent caſe. You are afraid leſt you 
ſhould not be aceepted of God if vou 


ſhoul@ preſent: yourſelf to hit dat his 1 


table, and ate rather ready to conelude 
that you ſhould but be aggravating 
your guilt, and adding to your provo- 
catioms in his ſight, if you ſhould pre- 
fume to 
cauſe you know not whether y 
heart is yet right in the ſight of Gop ? 
or suit bheeauſe you think that not only 
the ſincerity of the chriftian/ temper, 
but ſome eminent i 
are neceſſary to an acceptable atten- 
dance upon this ſacred ſolemnity ? 
Surdy you cannot. think this ordinance 
intended: merely for chriſtians of the 


higheſt attainments; Thoſe whom 


our Lord admitted to fit with him at 
his 9 when he: firſt inſtituted the 
ordinance 


b it. But is dis be- 


ements in it, 
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if eg e. 


e had their, many imperfecti · 
Theic Knowledge 

5 kingdom was very 

ein faich, in many inſtan- 
d. weak, and their zeal in- 


br oy Yet; as he. that kucw all 
Ge Kae chey loved him n fince-- 
rity, 25 bid them velcome tochis table. 
And indeed wete it not for tha re- 
mainders of imperfection, w ſhould 
bapye little: occaſion for this ;orzapy of 
theſe , of thegaſpel-; We: Ml 
go thither, in part, to confeks our ſins - 
over the memorials of that Lamb of 4 
Gon:who. was appointed ta take. away: i | 
the fins of the world ; and derivo MW .. 
from him and the father thmugh him, 
thoſe ſupplies of the ſpirit which, wo 
need to perfect his good work within 

us, and to train e a place at 
the marriage ſupper of the / Lamb in 
* temple above. Ves, you ſay, 
4 and-cauld I but have a good hope 
64. oft an- intereſt in him; cauld I; but 
«ſay, to him as. Peter did, 9 Lord 
thou knoweſt all things „thou know. 
Ki el that 1 love 2 * * 
« take 
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tc, take encouragement to approacli 
him dt his table. Butethat is, after 
« all, my Frbat difficulty: am 1a 


« chtiſtian, not olg ig Hime, dut in 


dee and in truth? Ani 
queſtion this! And let me intreat you 
to phrſue the inquiry” till [you have 
ſome farther ſatisfaction upon it. 1 
ſhall endeavour · to :aſſiſt you herein by 
| c_ before you, in as few words 
s poſſible, the characteriſtics of the 
N ud chriſtian; and the evidences of 
that great work in the ſoul, to which 
«the pr of grace and glory are 
made in*the ſacred writings. We are 
therein told that though all have ſinned 


and come ſhort of Wh glory of Go, 
grace has abounded through righte- 


 ovſneſs unto eternal life dy Jeſus 
Chriſt dur Lord (Read Rom. 11 5 III. 
IV. Ad r ole 

This grace is manifeſted 3 in reſtoring 
the -ſinner, while here, both to the 
image of Gop, and a ſtate of favour 
and acceptance with, him, 17 Need 
Jeſus the ediator. n ene Mo, 
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By theſe two grand privileges, called 
Sanctifcntian zend, Juſtification, the 


heirs Aae are diſtinguithed from 
the reſt of mankind. And i is to be 


- obſerved farther ithat theſe are always 


inſeparably connected with each other, 
and with future glory. Whom he did 


foreknom (ſays St. Paul) he alſo did 


edleſtinate to be conformed to the 


— of his ſon, that he might be the 


firſt born among many brethren; more 
over whom he did predeſtinate, them 
he allo called; and whom he called, 
them he alſo juſtified, and whom he 
juſtified, them he alſo glorified. 
Give all diligence therefore to make 
your calling and election ſure : the one 
will be an evidence to you of the other. 
And how are you to judge of that but 
by bringing yourſelf to the touchſtone 
of the word of Gop ? That ſpeaks of 
the beginnings of this work in ſuch 
terms as theſe. Being born again, 
and created anew in Chriſt Jeſus; 
having a heart of ſtone exchanged for 
a heart of fleſh, and therefore becoming 


a new creature, both in the views and 
affections 


* 


affections of the foul; and in the exter- 
nal conveffition land behavisur! The 
careleſs become t 
hearted, tender; -the Taba, : 3 
the proud, humble; and the earthly 
minded are taught to ſet their affocti- 
ons upon things above, where Chriſt fits 
at the right hand of God. More par- 
ticularly you find in the word of God, 


aſſurances of merey to thofe' who're- 
pent of ſin, who are grieved at what 
they ſee and hear of it in others, and 


painfully lament every act of it and 
diſpoſition to it in themſelves; who 
confeſs it with freedom and humility 
before Gop,' and who cry daily and ear- 
neſtly for pardoning mercy, and re- 
newing grace. Who hate ſin in all its 
forms and degrees, and watch and pray 
to be delivered from the appearances 
of evil. This temper is expreſly re- 
quired in the word of Gop, and he has 
therein declared, that it is through 


Jeſus well pleaſing to him. It ſeems 


the deſign of our Redeemer, in his fer- 
mon on the mount, in his parable of the 
prodigal ſon, and 3 of the publican 

and 
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and phariſee, to aſſure us that ſuch pe. , 


nitents will be accepted of God. And to 
ſuch, his apoſtles again and again pro- 
miſed the remiſfion of fins; The ſame 
bleſſing is likewiſepromiſed to thoſe that 
fear and love 'Gop, and who manifeſt 
their fear and love of him, as a good 
ſubject does his dutiful affection to a 
worthy prince, or an obedient child to 
a. faſthful tender parent. Such main- 
tain a holy awe and reverence of the 
majeſty of heaven; deſire to avoid 
every thing that is diſpleaſing to him; 
put their truſt in him, and expreſs a 


ſenſe of their dependance upon him, 
and their ardent deſires after his favour, 
in prayer. They delight to attend up- 


on his inftitutions, rejoice in his pre- 


ſence, and the lizht of his countenance, 
and love the place where his honour | 


dwells. They defire to glorify him 
continually, and to be imitators of 'Gop 


as dear children. They thankfully 


acknowledge their obligations to him 
for every good thing that they enjoy; 
humbly ſubmit to the moſt painful and 


diſtrefſing diſpoſals of his providence, 


and 
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rr 
and are waiting and longing for a ſtate 
where they ſhall be near him, and de- 
voted to him for ever; perſuaded that 
in his preſence there is fulneſs of joy, 
and at his right hand are pleaſures for 
evermore. And to ſuch as thus fear 
and love him the benignity and pater- 
nal compaſſion of the bleſſed Gop is 
frequently promiſed. in his word. He. 
has engaged to protect and bleſs them 
in all: their ways; that all things ſhalF 
work together for their good; and that 
after having ſatisfied them with length: 
of days here, he will ſhew them bis 
falvation hereafter; a falvation- that 
hall not only fulfill their defires, but 
far exceed even their diſtant concepti- 
ons. Again, his favour is ikewiſe pro- 
miſed to thoſe that believe in Jeſus- 
Chriſt. There is in this faith not only 
a firm perſuaſion that he is the Son of 
Gop,. the promiſed Meſſiah, and the 
Saviour (though that is neceſſarily im+ 
plied in it) but likewiſe a cordial, ſtea- 
dy, humble and grateful application and 
ſubjection to him as ſuch. This faith 
is founded on ſome acquaintance both 
L 2 : with. 


bobeglie 
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with him and ourſelves, and produces 
love, together with the fruits of holy 


. 1 


$95; . Was that believe, ſays Peter, he 
i precious. Such (believers delight to 
think of Chriſt, and the thought of him 
excites an eſteem of his perſonal per- 
fections, and a holy joy in the great 
undertakings of his grace. They are 
pleaſed with every word and ordinance 
that reminds them of their Lord and 
Saviour; they are glad to ſpeak of bim 
and for him; they delight in his inſtitu- 
tions; they pray for his intereſt; every 
diſhonour done to his name, and injury 
to his cauſe grieves them; they deſire 
to walk in his ſteps, and that the fame 
mind may be in them that was alſo in 
Chriſt Jeſus their Lord; they would 
be in all things ſubject to his govern- 
ment ; are humbled for the incanſtan- 
cy of their affection and obedience ; 
they long to love him more and ſerve 
bim better; and are ardently aſpiring 
after that world where their love and 
ſervice ſhall be uninterrupted and ever- 
laſting. In the mean while _— ” 
44s FA t efi- 
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deſirous to give him the beſt proofs ny 
they can of their fidelity, in their con- 14 
verſation and conduct. They live to 
him; and having the heart thus puriſi- 
ed by faith and love, they have therein 
the witneſs within themſelves of their 
pardon, regeneration and adaption. 

Once more, the ſame bleſſings are alſo - 
promiſed to thoſe who love the bre- 
thren ; who kindly overlook the weak- - 
neſſes, and are ready to make candid / 
allowances for the imperfections, of 
one anothers tempers and characters ; ; 
who feel for the neceſſitous and diſ- 
treſſed, and are ready to do what they 
can to relieve and comfort them; Who 
are meek and lowly in heart, long ſuf- 
fering, and expreſs their affectionate 

d good wiſhes for the whole houſhold of 

* faith, and indeed for all their brethren 

3 of mankind, before the father of our 

5 Lord Jeſus Chritt, of whom the whole 

family both in heaven and earth is 

named. Such the apoſtle John ſpeaks - 

of as having paſſed from death to life; 

of Tuch he expreſly teſtifies that they 

dwell in Gop, and that Gop dwells in 

L 3 them, 
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them, and to ſuch, his Lord and theirs 
promiſed the kingdom of heaven. If 
you have theſe evidences of the chriſ- 
tian temper and character, you have an 

- undoubted right to all the privileges of 
bis kingdom upon earth, as well as a 
Preparative for the inheritance of the 


| faints 1 in _ tobe eto 5 
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4 is 477 
XAMͤINE yourſelf, my Philetus, 
E whether you be in the faith, 
Have you, or have you not, the true 
temper of the children of Gop and the 
followers of Jeſus? I aſk you not, nor 
ought it to be matter of enquiry with 
you, when ſearching into the evidences 
of your meetneſs for chriſtian commu- 
nion, whether you never ſay or do any 


thing in the leaſt inconſiſtent with the 


precepts of the goſpel, That perfec- 


tion of grace is not to be expected an 
this ſide heaven; much leſs is it to 
be looked upon as an ind ſpenſible pre- 
parative for the Lord's · ſupper. But 


are you in ſome meaſure, and from the 


heart, in ſubjection to the law of 


Chriſt? and do you defire to be ſtill 


more ſo? Then read over the promiſes 
again which are made to ſuch in the 
9 Word 


\ 


116 Evskbrs 1 PitlErus. 
word of God, and conclude (for then 
you may upon a. ſufficient authority) 


that if theſe, bleſſings are yours, you 


have a right, through the ſame grace 
that has entitled you to theſe, to the 
privilege of a place at the Redeemer's 
table. Nay, if hs has done thus much 
for you and raiſed you to ſuch hopes, 
you ought immediately, conſtantly and 
affectionately to celebrate his love in 
thoſe memorials of that death. of his 
by which you are brought hitherto. 
Ves (you will fay) and I would ap- 

« proach. him in that ordinance, but 
e till I am afraid, left, though 1 
© ſhould have ſomewhat of the ſin- 
* cerity of the chriſtian temper, I 
c ſhould not be yet ſufficiently eſtab- 
&« liſhed in the good ways of Gov. 
© The Chriſtian has many enemies; 
„ he meets with many difficulties and 
'* ſnares in the world, and I ſee this 
be and that profeflor, that ſeemed to 
te begin in the ſpirit, making an auful 
fo K in the fleſh ; and I cannot but 
« diſtruſt my own heart, left I ſhould 
WE; * be of that number. Perhaps, after 
6 having 
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a having given myſelf up to the Lord 
« publickly at his table, ſome tempta- 


tion or other may prevail upon me 


e to make ſhipwreck of faith; and a 
« good conſcience. And how fad will 
* be the conſequence, both to me and 
e my profeſſion, if I then turn afide 
« from Gop's holy commandments ! 
4 Surely it will be better that I ſhould 
% not vow, than vow and not pay.“ 
And indeed ſo, in ſome reſpects it 
certainly would. But give me leave 
to remind you of two things here, 
which, if properly attended to, may in 
ſome meaſure remove the difficulty; 
or at leaſt convince you that there is 
not all that in it to diſcourage your ap- 
1 to this ardinance that you may 
ave imagined. The one is, that you 
will be in leſs danger of falling into ſin, 
when in communion with a chriſtian 
church, than out of it. I do not fay 
you will be in no danger of it then. 
Never ſhall we get entirely out of the 
reach and influence of tempations to 
lin, till we get to the church of Gon 
above. But thoſe who thus give 
, IEC | themſelves 
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themſelves to the Lord, to honour him 


as the great head of the church, to en- 
joy his preſence, and to promote his 
Intereſt, are therein making uſe of the 
means appointed and calculated to pre- 
ſerve and promote their faith and pu- 
rity. We commemorate a fact at the 
Lord's table that.gives us a moſt alarm- 
ing view of fin. The ſon of God is. 
there ſet forth as crucified: before us, 
that he might do away fin by the fa- 
erifice of himſelf. We may there ſee 
what an evil there is in fin, which 
Brought upon a perſon of his worth 


and di gnity ſuch ſevere ſufferings; and: 
learn from his enduring ſo much to 
deliver us from it. how. inexcuſable 
we ſhould be in indulging it! Being 
redeemed from all iniquity by the pre- 
cious Blood of the ſon of Gop, a lamb: 

without blemifh and without ſpot, we 
reckon ourſelves to be dead indeed un- 
to ſin; and under the ſtrongeſt obliga- 
tions to live unto him who has ſo loved 


us as to give himſelf for us. We pro- 


miſe, over thoſe memorials of his dying 
love, that we will be the Lord's; and the 
| chriſtian: 


* 


ALE T.T E RX my 
chriſtian has thoſe- tranſactions to re- 
collect and plead in an hour of temp- 
tation: How can I do this wicked- 
« neſs and ſin againft Gop! I who 
« have given myſelf up to Gon, and 
e the Redeemer and have promiſed 
before men and angels that, what- 
« ever others do, and whatever ſnares. 
« ordiſcouragements I may meet with, 
« I will ſerve the Lord. Let it be my 
« daily care that all who have ſeen my 
« profeſſion may alſo ſee my good 
« works, and learn from thence to 
« glorify my father who is in heaven.” 

Moreover, every member of a chriſ- 
tian church has a peculiar claim to the 
prayers and affectionate notice, not only 
of his paſtor, but likewiſe of all who 
are in communion with him. . They 
are bound to do all they can to flreng- 
then, ſtabliſh and ſettle you ; to di- 
rect you when you are in difficulty ; to 
comfort you when you are in diſtreſs; 
to give you a kind warning when they 
lee you in danger of falling into fin, 
and tenderly to put you in mind when. 
ey thiak you negligent of your duty; 

| dh — 
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as well as to confirm your holy reſo- 


lutions, and affiſt you in every good 


- 
— 


word and work. _ 


And indeed this'ordinance itſelf has 


(under Gop) a direct tendency to ſub- 


ferve theſe great and important pur- 
ſes: to improve the habitual reliſh 


of the ſoul for ſpiritual and divine ex- 
erciſes; to make the mortification of 


fin more eaſy, and the practice of duty 
more delightful. Aſk the devout chriſ- 
tian communicant whether he has not 


often carried a ſtrong ſenſe of the evil 


of fin, and a cordial delight in commu- 
nion with Gop and devotedneſs to 
him, from the table of the Lord into 
his cloſet and family; and if he has 
not found the pleaſure and behefit of 
thoſe ſeaſons attending him through 
many ſucceeding days, and duties and 


trials. But in attending this ordinance 


we are not only making uſe of the ap- 
inted means of chriſtian eſtabliſh- 


ment and edification, and therefore are 


in leſs danger of falling into 1 up 
in the neglect of it, but I muſt remind 
you that we are there in the way of a 

| divine 


•ö1 entre to. At. ith, ASS. Mc DE 


„ reren - bb 
divine blefling. It would not indeed 
de right to think the bleſſing of Gop 
confined to ordinances. | Thoſe whoſe 
afflictions keep them at home, or wh ole 


PS 7 


ſhip, may hope for his a at 
diſtance 1. they fincerely defite it. Bu 
thoſe who are ou nd have opportu- | 


nity, to go up to mo! houſe and table 


of the Cort, and will not, have no 
encouragement to expect it. Where- 
as they that wait pai the Lord, it is 
faid, hall renew their ſtrength; they 
ſhall be as mount Sion that canpot 
be moved but abideth for ever. And 
of thoſe that are thus planted in the 
houſe of the Lord, it is aſſerted, that 
they (hall flouriſh in the courts of our 
Gop; they ſhall bring forth fruit to 
old age. Theſe, and other ſimilar 
paſſages in the oracles of truth, give 
us reaſon to believe, that in keeping 
his commandments there is great re- 
ward. | 
And the great head of the chriſtian 
chuxch, who gave it in charge to his 
M diſci- 
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«diſciples to do this, to eat of this bread 


and drink of this cup in remembrance ; 

of him, has promiſed that wherever WM _ 

| two or three are met together in his (i 
name, he will be in the midſt of them ; 

and bleſs them. At his board then M 

Jet us humbly wait upon, him for bis. 

| bieffirig, for the communication of his 
haly, Spirit to fortify us againſt, every 

temptation, to ſtrengthen and deter- 4 

mine us for every duty, and to con- 60 

duct us ſafe through the trials of life, 0 

and the dark valley of the ſhadow, of 

death to the joys and honours of his 

right hand above. 60 

But perhaps to what J have been fl « 

ſaying you will reply,“ That notwith- I « 
** ſtanding: all the adyantages of chriſ- « 

« 


tian communion, ſome who have 
«' thus. ſeparated MRS Fon the il « 

_ © world 40 be, a peculiar, people to the WF 
„Lord, have been again entangled WW w 
&« and overcome by temptations, and ec 
* have not only fallen into ſin, but ſo 
© have likewiſe continued in it, for ar 
c ought appeared, even to the end of ar 
« their lives.“ This is indeed too ſe 
: evident l 


* 


ov 
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evident to be denied. But what is the 


moſt ſuitable improvement to be made 
of ſuch melancholy events as theſe ?, 
Would it become you to-fit down in 
diſcouragement and fay, © If ſuch 
« and ſuch a profeſſor has not been 
« able to maintain his ground, it were 
in vain for me to expect or attempt 
it?“ Rather 'fay, * Has this and 
«that follbwer © of | Chrift forſaken 


* 


« him ? have they, 'by an unbecom- 


« ing converſation, given offence to 


” 
. 


* his Peoples and an opportunity of 


« triumph and reproach 'to his ene- 
« mies? ſo much the mmbre need is 
there that others ſhould appear for 
„him, and exert themſelves with 
« more than common ardbdur when 
«©fome treachetouſly abandon: his in- 
"tereſt; and rebel againft him.“ Has 
a heart divided between Chriſt and the 
world, in this and that inſtance yield- 
ed to tempiations, be you the more 
olicitous to be entirely the Lord's, 


and preſent” ſoul and body, all yo 


are and all you have, a feaſonäble 


ſeryice. Nor diſtruſt the riches of his 
| M 2 grace. 


4 


nA —2- — 


— * 
# - - 98 - 
» — 
"x 1 2 4 — 
—— . 
0 


grace. He will not forfake the work 


You well know that the neglect 


the Lord. 
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of his hands; nor wWiIll he be unfaith- 
ful to forget your Werk ahl labour of 
love, Stir up yourſelf therkfore, and 
thers. about you to this great duty of 
elf-dedication to the Lord at His 1 le. 
| of this 

ordinance cannot excuſe. any one in an 
evil way. And ITurge this as a farther 
conſideration to remove your diſcou- 
ragement. What (ſay you) if I 
« ſhould fall into fin after J have 
„ been at the Lord's table? Un- 
doubtedly the more religion a perſon 
pretends to, the viter his hypocriſy is, 
if he has no real religion at all. Yet 


ſome think the guilt of the commu- 


nicant's ſins to be more highly aggra- 
vated above thoſe of other - Gs) than 
they ought to do; and feem to ima- 
gine that they will have very little to 
anſwer for who have not profaned the 
Lord's table. Certainly the iniquity 
of their ſin will be found, another 
day, to have been very great who have 
been guilty of the body and blood of 
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| But let me aſ you wHO have been 
baptized in tlie — of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, what you think 
of the obligations of that holy ordi- 
nance? After having been 5 7 
with water in thoſe” ſacred names, 
ought you not to be afraid of pollut- 
ing yourſelf again with ſin ? Does not 
— inſtitution of your divine Maſter 
remind you of the neceſſity of having 
the heart ſprinkled from an evil con- 
ſcience, and ſhew you that without 
holineſs: no man can ſee the. Lord ? 
are you not taught to conſider yourſelf 
th ereupon as · under very ſolemn obli- 
gations to be dead indeed unto ſin; 
and told that, as Chriſt was raiſed. 
from the dead in and for the glory of 
the, Father, it becomes: yourhencefor- 
ward to be walking with him in new⸗- 
neſs; off if, Vun friends gave ou 
up to Gp ing this ordihance with à 
profeſſed ode ſire that ou might be in- 
tereſted in hit and devoted to him; 
and; would it not be publickly declav. 
ing your diſapprobation of that ſacred 
engagement, and ſaying that you wilt 15 
M. 3 not: 0 
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oteibe bis; f-yau; dhonld dere divers 
1 ſta ond lenſmrs Neis not. euery act of 


: W 410106:0uts of 


communion,. 2 breach of thoſe vows 


__of:;Godthathavecbeenin from 
om early life? A 2272 
ſacred ang 


agements, of the nature and 
ſince 


3 n ou was long 


| ivformed,: and 4 been often re- 


minded, and which have been, at lone 


time or other, e ferioully. preſſed 


upon u. FUL va BEG C1539! 
And belides that, if you Go, though 
vou have never been at the Lord's ta- 
ble, you ſin againſt the knowledge of 
the truth, put into your hands and 
founded frequently in yout ears. Vou 


i have been warned of the evil and dan- 


ger of ſin, and of the beauty of ho- 
— * The path of duty has been 
pointed out and ſtrongly recommend- 
ed to you. Vou have been inftrudted, 


admoniſhed, and encouraged to think 

of your ways and turn your feet m_ 

God's teſtimonies. In a word, 

will have to account for the | ge re- 

an e and all the privi- 
| leges 


fafely come to that table? 


leger which 5 ee ry . 
nion —— fot, except 
thatuonendiniade-dfihe-ienrdy-Tip- 
you lot to for & 407 

Think of this when 3610 ready 
w imagine that you ſfrall have very 
little to aner if you have not 
beeh guiky of ceunteracting the en- 
ats of the holy communion; 
y when tempted from that 


'eſpi 


conſideration either to take encourage- 


ment to walk leſs circumſpectly or to 
live in the neglect of this ordinance. 
But ſtill you ſay, He that doubt- 
« eth is damned if he eat, becauſe he 
« eateth not of faith, and whatſoever 


« ig not of faith is fa: And 1 have 


« by no means that faith which is 
above a doubt, how then may 1 
Let me 
aſk you, Of what kind are your 
doubry ?:: 40 yen doubt the lau ful- 


neſs of eating bread, and drinking 


wine in remembrance of Jeſus Chriſt? 
If not, yours is not a caſe that in an 
view comes within the deſign of the 
Apoſtle in the ** referred to. No, 
you 
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you 25 but you, Ve Gill your doubts 
and, Fears concerping your intereſt in 
od and! our title to the ivileges 

his kingdom. But have To u look- 
4 into * evidences of your title! 
have you examined yburſelf by the 
word of Gop whether you are in the 


faith? Ves, you ſay, I have; and I hope 


I can find ſomewhat of that love to 
Go, and Chriſt and my chriſtian bre- 
thren that was before deſcribed: But 
ſtill Lwant to have fuller ſatisfaclion. 
I want to be able to ſay without a 
doubt as David did in his laſt mo- 
ments, He hath made with me an 
bes everlaſting covenant” And as Paul 
does, in His epiſtle 0 the Galatians 
concerning his crucified Maſter, ** He 
loved me and gave himſelf for me.” 

Undoubtedly / thoſe are happy "who 
can adopt that language -ypon ſolid 
and good grounds. Büt are you to 
wait for ſuch a degree of aſſurahce be- 
fore you come to the Lord's table? By 
no means: Thoſe who are. weak in 
the faith the church is commanded to 


receive; and ſuch ſhould come to this 


or di- 


— 
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n to be clablihed, we. 


ened, and. ſettled ted for 
01 abt 7 dete be be Gon, 
not been DN 
en 


inſta 
1 the theſe n 
J ed by a humble and dutiful at- 
e 0 it. But an affarance 
of gur intereſt in Gon, and title to 
heaven far. from being the eſſence of 
faith, or a neceſſary p ive for 
this ordih is not aha ly attained, 
or to be expe fed, on a ſolid founda- 
tion, but 2155 a courſe of long walk 
ing with Gon. Nor bas that paſſage 
(in Rom. xiu.) any reference eicher 
to ſuch an 4 o, or to the otdi- 
nance of the Lord's fapper. The Apo- 
ſtle is evidently dpeaking there, of the 
chriſtians / eating in their common 
meals that concerning which they 
were in doubt whether it Was law- 
ful food. Many who had been con- 
verted to chriſtianity from Papaniſtn, 
and others who before had been zea- 
louſly attached to the law of Mofes, 
ſerupled the lawfalnefs of eating fone 
particular kinds of Meat. One 4 | 
| lieveth, 


/ 
/ 
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Revetherſays he (ver. 20 that he may 
eat all things, another Who is weale 
enaughoto retain) the prejuchices of his 
Pagan or Jewiſh education,” and in 
ebn{cquencei thereof: knows: not — 
ther es ſhould-not: offend Gow by eat- 
ing this or that kind of fleſh; eateth 
herbs. For my own part E am per- 
ſuaded by what I have been informed 
off the will of our Lord Jeſus,” whoſe 
authority alone I now regard in this 
matter, that nothing of this kind is in 
itſelf unclean; as our divine maſter 
nevet intended to make any diſtinctions 
of this ſort, between ohe kind of food 
and another. Nevertheleſs à perſon 
ought not to eat of that, whatever it 
be, that he thinks unclean or for- 
bidden to him by the law of Chriſt. 
Therefore let no man do violence to 
his conſcience, or interrupt the peace 
of his- mind, for the ſake of gratify- 
ing a carnal appetite: Fot, ſays our 
apoſtle, the perſon that doubteth the 


lawfulneſs of this or that kind of food; 


or-{as the marginal reading is) diſdern- 
eth, or makes a difference, between 
meats, 
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meats, and believes ſome; are clean 
and proper to be eaten, and others 
not clean nor permitted for food, and 
yet, at the ſame time, heedleſsly cats 
every thing that falls in his wayp ſuch 
a one is damned (or condemned) by 
his own conſcience and conduct, be- 
cauſe it is not of faith; he has not 
practically adhered to that diſtinction 
between meats which he believes he 
ought to do: and whatſoever, in this 
ſenſe, 4s not of faith {that is, what- 
ſoever a man does inconſiſtent with 
his -own Pri 32 is ſin in him, 
though in itſelf indifferent, and in 
another perſon of different ſentiments, 
perfectly right and proper. Now if 
any uſe at all is to be made of this paſ- 
ſage in the caſe before us, it is merely 
to apply: it as a general caution againſt 
entering raſhly upon this or any tranſ- 
action; and if it is ſtill a matter of 
doubt with you whether you ſhould be 
an accepted gueſt at this ſacred feaſt, 
endeavour to 8 ſatisfaction in the 
rr —_— by attending cloſe- 


ly 
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ly to the nature and deſign of the or- 
dinance, and what is required in the 
word oſ Gon in order to your ap- 

proaching him with acceptance and 

improvement in iti. Adivu't; + 
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De ſame Subjeft continued. 


- 


"4 HO UGH you ſhould acknow- 
ledge that the paſſage in Rom. 
xiv. 8. has no immediate reference to 
the Lord's-ſupper, I know, my Phile- 
tus, you are often thinking of another 
ſtill more alarming, that undoubtedly 
has. That declaration of Paul, He 
that eateth and drinketh unworthi- 
« ly, eateth and drinketh damnation 
to himſelf, not diſcerning the Lord's 
e body.” To judge properly of the 
true meaning of theſe words, it will be 
neceſſary both to examine the na-ure 
of the crime ſpoken of, and the bad 
conſequence attending it. And what 
was it, think you, that the Ap ſtle 
meant by eating and drinking unwor- 
mhily at the Lord's table? You will 
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underſtand it better, if you look back 
to ſome former paſſages in the epiſtle. 
It appears ben Chap. i. 11. and 
Chap. vi. 1, 7, 8.) that there had been 
ſuch contentions among the, chriſtians 


: 


at Corinth, as had divided the church 
into many unhappy parties (ſee Chap. 


i. 12, iii. 3. Xi. 18.) Some groſs im- 
moralities had likewiſe crept in among 
them, and ſuch, as he ſays, were not 
ſo much as named” among the Gen- 
tiles. (Chap. v. 1. and Chap vi 9, 
11.) And yet, while thus fank in licen- 


tiouſneſe, they indulged (as is often 


the caſe) many ſuperſtitious” ſcruples 
about ceremonies, and matters in them- 


ſelves indifferent. Vea they carried 


their proud, carnal, "contentions and 
idolatrous diſpoſition with thera, into 
the church of Gov; ſo that hen they 


came to this ordinance, which they 


were taught to conſider bath as à to- 


ken and confirmation of their union 
to Chriſt, and communion With each 
other, as fellow-heirs*of the ſame 


grace, far from attending ſuitably to 


the practicał ends of the inſtitution, 
1 „ ee e RL 201: They 


they did not ſo much as preſerve a de- 
cent form of adminiſtring and receiv- 
ing it. When you come together, ſays 
Paul., into one place, it is not to eat 
the Lord's-ſupper ; you loſe not only 
the true ſpirit, but. even the proper 
form and appearances of that ſacred 
ſolemnity, For in eating, every one 
takes = the other his own ſupper, 


- v1 


and thus: one is hungry, and another, 


through: his. intemperance even at that 


tables js Außen. 

> Moſt of theſe Corinthian converts 
had been bred up in the ſuperſtitions 
of idolatry, .and that at a time when 


Greece was abandoned to almoſt every 


vice. They had probably joined in 


many riotous banquetings at the feaſts 
of their deteſtable idols; and, though 
now, convinced of the truth and im- 
portance of chriſtianity, could not for- 
get their ĩdolatrous cuſtoms; but min- 
gled, them, as the Jews: did theirs, 
with, the. inſtitutions af the | goſpel ; 
not knowing, or not conſidering, that 
they were abſolutely incompatible with 
ſo pure, ſimple, and ſpiritual a diſpen- 

| Ns ſation. 
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ſation. Hence they introduced many 
licentious exceſſes at the Lord's table, 
which they Lord formerly,” indulged 
themſelves in, 10 hat they, called, 
though be their ſacred. feſti- 
__ Every one-proyided, for himſelf, 
r\\precured for another, as he could 
| bh choſe; conſulted the ratification 
of his carhal appetite, 77 very little 
regard to the deſign of the ordinance, 
to his crucified maſter who inſtituted 
it, or his brethren in communion with 
him. Nay, in i of this 
indecent and diſorderly conduct, the 
poor were overlooked wy neglected, 
while thoſe who had plenty, cat and 
drank to excels. We ich occaſioned 
that advice (ver. 33> 5 My brethren 
when ye come together. to cat, upon 
this ſacred occafion, tarry one for ano- 
ther; and, if an y bupger, le 
at home, that; A come not together 
into condemnation. Other wiſe e will 
be guilty of the body and blogd of the 
Lord; of proſtitu os * elem 
to very vile purpo ofes, which were in 


tended to be It FRA and Tegeiyed, at 


this 


YL 


ements 


* 
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| lemnity, as: memorials of his 
dig and, blood—as not diſcerning the 
Lord's body, or making a due diſtins- 
un, WS yes theſe —— of 


* 


rent ZE * — and a 
party ſpirit at that holy table, as well 
as ſceking the obs "des of ſenſual 
appetite, While profeſſing to comine- 
morate his ; death, who ſuſtered on the 


iniquity, a to reconcile them! in one 
body. 355 it be aſked,, Can none cat 


and 
tend 1 — the ordinance F in the 
manner and ſpirit c of theſe Corinthians} 
I anfwer, m any undoubtedly may; 
the infidel, the l bypogrita and the un- 
godly, have neither part nor lot i in this 
matter. Indeed there is a. ſenſe in 
which all are unworthy of this and 
every other privilege 74 ; 6 goſpel ; but 
nothing 


odd OG. [ 


138 Euvergrs wy 
nothing is ſaid here, or in any other 
part of the ſatred e türes, . OY 
rage thoſe from approae bing it, who 
come ta it-in a decbnt- orderly 
manner, from a principle of love 10 
duty to the Lord eee in 
humble: dependance u mere 
-of Go in Ham ft hed tante . 
All ſuch have mer cor, hope, 
and bare again and again bid welcome 
to ällithe bleffings of the golpel cove- 
mant. ING e B20 971 
4 Nor, (as' a Judicious writer ob- 
this paffage, that 
* . He that 1 unworthy. cats and 
„drinks at this table, Put he that 
« wee eats and drinks 
$:Gudgtnent to himRIf;” Who other- 
wile! might not be afraid to come? 
for who can ſay, I have made my 
heart clean ? There is not a juſt man 
upon earth that does good and ſins 
not. But tlie ſincere, though imper- 
fe, have abundant encouragemnent to 
draw nigh to Gp; in this as well as 
all the other ordinances of the goſpel, in 
hope of WI through” eds the 


medi- 


. * 2 * 
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medigtor.; „Otherwise (fays one) it 
| ould ſeem 2 though our Saviour 
« lad ip ſtituteg it as a kind of ſnare 
* to.;his; peqpley to draw them into 


be u from any bo dall themſelves his 


the ordipanceritfelf no him who 
„ % il de ads 


"Th aving enquired into the nature of 


oa 


the critnechete ſpoken of, 1 wilt now | 


endeavour to aſſiſt you in examining 
what the apoſtle ſays concerning the 
conſequence-of cating and drinking un- 
worthily, where that guilt is really in 

curred. 


He that — and drinketh 
unworthily,, egteth and drinketh dam- 
nation 10 himſelf, It has been 0 
quently., obſetved that »the pafft 

would have conveyed the writer's 
meaning more exactly, if the original 
term, (xplue), had been tranſlated jud 
ment, ſuch a one, eateth and drink. 
eth judgment to himſelf, . But 1 
muſt remark here, that it is not (as 
I have heard, ſome quote the paſſage) 
e to his en. There is 
not 


50 ace gravated guilt. Far 
N think fe, unworthily either 
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ngt only no mention Gf the "foul, but 
nothing that refers 46 it,. The jodg- 
ment threatened is A temporal cala- 
mit) s and eſpecially Forne bo bodily af- 
- BiQtioh. The. word is often” ap "ry 
merely to what is enduted in the 
ſent ſtate⸗ On of the*thaſe re n 
-our Lord's ſide, 0 the otols, x 
the other, upon his upbraiditp 4 Jiri 
with his pretenſions to the kingdom of 
Iſrael, doſt not thou fear Cop, ſeeing 
thou art in the ſame condemnation? 
The word there tranſlated condemna- 
tion is: the ſame that is here incautiouſ- 
ly rendered damnation, and refers 
plainly to the ſufferings t hey were 
then enduring on the croſs-. Paul 
ſays, tley that reſiſt, or Petulanth 
"ani rebelliouſſy oppoſe} che powers 
that are ordained of Go? [ſhall re- 
ceive to themſelves damnation: there 
it is tranſlated as here, though it Plain. 
ly means nothing more hes this, that 


fool will incur:t e pufiſhment f the 
civil magiſtrate Who is appointed to be 
a terror. not to good Works, but to the 
evil. And, that e more Was in- 

tended 


I. ET TER XII. 141 
tendec in thig;polfge than ehe 
ly aff evident from the apoſ- 
tle's own lA tion of the thay . 
and erlargeent wpo 
lowin * 1 * 0 
he xcops, o as the: original, 
7 5 ae e 
;theſe indulgences, many are weak 
e among you, and many Are 
actually fallen afleep, in death, having 
brought difarders upon them which, 
e ſpeaking, have haſtened their 
Rag yh when we:art judged. we are 
cha 1 has of the Lord that we ſhould 
rot be condetined | with the world. 
And if we would judge ourſelves we 
ſhould not be even thus judged or pu- 
niſhed; if we ſhpuld loo well to boch 
the manner andi views: with which we 
engage in theſe, ſacred tenſactions, we 
ſhould” not ſuffer even cheſe "bodily 
chaſliſementz, But When you are vi- 
ited with theng, de not haſtily con- 
dude they ate: the tokens of divine 
asbl Father regard them as the 
diſcipline of a wiſe and faithful: father, 
to bring yougto gepentanee, that you 
may 
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14% Röser Bbg N FIE T bs. 
maꝝ / not periſſi ĩn umedil — d 6 
fall With feds iet EveftaRtir ber. 
dition... 0.99% ns 578862607 awed. 
| ee, unpole eilt hu riow 
oſe this puſſage id inferted and pre- 
ſenyed in the ſacked Lan ft ove om 
undonbtedly' to ſervè a5 4 Barrier 
therordintnes' fie Lord f 5 


3 they intruſon of 'profane 
ſons, and from alÞ Wend ib 
Jarities. But iſfwuld ie Giſte rag 
hninble chriſtian tfrom''#proathin 
who Joes the Lackes ee in 
icerity. 2) "the TT the 
factions y the intereſted and carte 
juſtly dread che git of eting and 
drinking: eee the* fihcere fol- 
lowers of the Lamb'ave tot only per- 
mitted and invited, =but'exfre(s)) I com- 
manded like wife to d in femem- 
brance of him; and"thijs to new forth 
his death, that the ordirianice” f Aj 
preſerved in the chureh, till he 

a ſecond time/-withourfih Uffto Seng 
tion. He himſolf has en joined it who 
initituted the erdinance, and hom 


of EF OD 
TELLE 


we are taught to regard herein, . 


) 
1 
1 
18 
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as our Lord and ur Saviour; Nor is 
it in any view an unreaſonable ſervibe. 
Nay thole t at have engaged in it, have 
ae it a very N 290 _ 

+ DEANS; reng 5 
ing 15 55 Eich Pe. Hhriſt Jeſus, and in- 
flaming. * Fl wit with more ardent 
loye both to himſelf; and his heavenly 
Pacher, From 3 they haue de- 
rived f eogth for: the job and;for 
tr al ge 41250 At de table: they 

baye, b: ws, of © dying Sa- 


viour, 15 nded bappily to cruci- 
fy the 505 d He them and them to 


the world. But, ſeparate from the 
gare and N 8 4 in you mey: 
ope for in a ſerious and di ligent per- 
e oy this Arn ſurely it ougbt 
to Have ſame inf uence upon you to 
remember, that it is the command of 
a friend, a dying friend: of one whoſe 
memory. opaht.te. be dear to you. You, 
acknowJedga that you are apt to forget 
him, or to rec lect Jin with too much 
cq Idnefs, and, indiffetruce, amidſt the 
aß, temptatians, and careb of life. 
And. I am perſuaded it: would grieve 


von 
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yout6 have the Saviour: utterly forgot- 
ton in the world, or this ordinance en- 
110 nt in the church; But are you 
bis ſervants occaſion to aſk 
—. > whils you abſent yourſelf month 
after month, Nan en Zhi after ano- 
ther from his table, where is your zeal 
for your crucified Redeemet and Lord? 
Where your concern for that his king- 
dom among men which he has founded 
im his own blood? Death is em tying 
ons ſrat after anothet round ths table 
of the Lotd; and do vb nο:t wiſh to 
ſee theſe empty places filled up! O 
for the bleſſing of the Spirit! when 
ſhall it be — as floods upon the 
dry ground, that one of the ſeed. of 
Gop's ſervants may come and ſay, I 
am the Lord's; and another of their 
offspring call himſelf by the name of 
Jacob; and another ſubſcribe with his 
hand to the Lord, and ſurname him- 
ſelf by the name of Iſrael; that the 
glory of thoſe happy days might be 
renewed in which 'believers were ad- 
ded to the Lord, multitudes | both of 


men and women. Whether _ 
ay 


Q au, RR recess ceo oc ww 
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ſay that im ma kon the Ars 
ital Pay efs ſu thr 
the ene be IG 125 
1 40 pee 


eglected for 
mos - 5 tops. 11 ſe nſe of reli- 
gion on the mind f bert "both afe 
true. Certainly” an indifferent t to one 
cy WE the neglect of attother. - 
It Would ſeem nothi e 5. 50 
indeed moſt unha) ET en 
that; after having, b been TE temind- | 
3 the nature 1 2 ordihance, 
ca inthe neglect of it; thou 
aner 1 — Mende 5 
all the ordigances of the houſe of God, 
and all the religious duties likewiſe of 
his W] n. But Where will the end 8 
theſt things "be? How ſad the conſe- 
quendes both to individuals and the 
church of Chriſt! It were trifling to 
lay Open reſerve his own cauſe 
without me. Hue he can. But does 
it owe vou any thanks if A you neg neglect 
the proper means of eſtabliſhing and 
advaneing it? or lane has he encou- 
raged you-to expect it then? It is much 
to be feared, that with ſuch who can 
| O talk 
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talk in that manner, and urge. excuſey 
like theſe for their it vity in the 
good ways of Gop, it is almolt a Mat- 
ter of indifference whether the cauſe 
of Chrift flouriſh or detay, © whether 
it be preſerved or loft; and ohe they 
continue of that pirit, "littte"affiftance 
is to be expected from them im the 
d work of building "Gov's 
ion. I hope you, my pi etus, will 
never be termpted to . your neg 
lect of this ordinance by fayipg, You 
may get ſafe to heaven though yo 
ſhould never partake of it. 11 8 The 
and another who do urge this would 
ſpeak out, they would ſay mT. by So 
« we bave but religion enou 
carry us beyond ih ates Pg ho 
* we 'ſhall' W contente True, che 
« thought of periſhing at laſt ſhocks 
« us: we could not be eaſy i if We ap⸗ 
„ prehended ourſelves in danger of 
that: but yet we ate not ine 
« to give outſelves much trouble a- 
bout religion, nor ate we "willing 
to lay ourtelyes under obligations to 
« any peculiar ſelf-denial or feng” 
7 e - 


1 


S err e 
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And is this the temper of glei, of 
Jeſus Chriſt ? He has freely and fre- 
Ade er eh! onp poworthy 
a name and place among bis people. 
Far be it therefore from his ſervants to 
invite any. of ſuch a ſpirit to this holy 
ordinance, But I haye known ſome. 
that have made light of it 17 
ſomewhat different principle. It can- 
not fave us,” ſay they, © and if we 
are Coin in Chriſt we ſhall be ſav- 
e ed without it: we are juſtified not 
« by works, but by faith.” And what 
to be inferred from hence? Were 
it not indecent and ungrateful not to 
i IH 1G. | | 

comply with the Redeemer's will, be- 
cauſe gur ſalvation. is ſecured by his 
blood? Or ſhall we ſay that we 
may 80 to heaven if we never pray, 
nor read the ſcriptures, nor attend up- 
on any of the ordinances of the goſ- 


pel? If this principle will ſatisfy in the 
neglect of one duty, I know not why 


it may not in the neglect of all. But 
ſuch, would do well to conſider what 
that, faith. is, by which we are. juſti- 
fied, It is not a mere lifeleſs aſſent to 

* O 2 the 


143 EvysEBes f PHLETUsS | 
the truths of the go] 1; without COr- 
reſpondent effects in the heart and life; 
. oppoſition to that living and powerful 
principle which works by loye,, and 
produces obedience to the command- 
ments of 'G OD. Tholſe,, and thoſe a- 
lone, Jeſus encourages to look upon 
themſelves as his friends who do hat- 


* 


ſoever he has. commanded them. 
Well; but you will fay, perhaps, „ Are 
there not many of whom, we have 
« reaſon to hope that they are good 
« chriſtians who never come to the 
„ Lord's table?” It is much to be 
lamented that there ſhould be ſo many 
as there are. And I cannot but be 
peculiarly e obſerye ſome, who 
have perſiſted iu the neglect of this 
duty till gray hairs are upon them. 
Such are doubtleſs. great diſcourage- 
ments to the riſing generation, en 
ſtrangely blind both to their duty and I in 
their intereſt. I heartily wiſh they ef 
may be convinced of their fin and fol- ] be 
ly before their Lord comes, and that IF it. 
they may be then found walking ** th. 
| 2 4 i 


r . . Mow os oe 
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this and. alt his N 
blameleſs,— L ara perſuaded they will 
need. the enlivening influence” of eſe 


rh of grace to 255 5% Naser 
ew . cemaining days of their pil- 
grimage ith th comfort and honour 

But if they or any others miſtake their 
intereſt ＋ * neglect their duty, do 
you rather obe 


but you 


fay,.. they dae not e much zesſon 
« for their neglect as I have.” And, 


it may be, they. ay. or think the ſame 
of vou; at leaſt each heart knows moſt 
of, its own weakneſſes and diſeourage- 
ments. And conſidering the influence 
of example, and how many are ready 
to indulge themſelves in a careleſs tri- 
fling ſpirit when they ſee others indulge 
it, every one that has any. regard to the 
intereſt of Chriſtianity, and the good 
of ſouls, ſhould take- care that there 
hy nothing in his walk to encourage: 

Nay, give me leave to remind you, 
that every one who loves. the Lord 


O 3 Jeſus 


* 


your Lord's command 
Fe Imitate e — 
me around Le e make: your 
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Jefus Chriſt; fand fiſhes to fee the 
f. his Church ſhould exert 
Hhimſfelf with more tllam common ar- 
dau und- an hig fervice when 
hebſerdlothers trfling and inconſtant in 
it, inſtead of mak 
-ahexcalſe: for Ms own.” inn 
Permit me then to aſk you dr fer 
Words; Are you in good earneſt for 


Bog and "heaven? de "you defire" to 
e 1 
In your? reli 


fteedy,” cönfiſtent, and 2 ry 


Igrim, keep a 
journey in vie and every 


advaneing towards the heaven- 
Tani? 4 # jour; defre 00 wall 


yu; as the chriſtian pi 


th Gen- unc to live a life: of faith 


In his deur Son would yd attain to 


the grand end of your chtiſtian pro- 
feſſion, and ſo apprehend that for 
Which you are alto * apprehetided of 
Cbriſt Jeſus? Or, (after all; wilt you be 


Ih. mei ttiflet in- religion; and fatisfy 
yourſelf in the neglect of many of its 
- moſt important duties and privileges! 
Will you act as though yoti thought 
"the Redeemer's' yoks uriealy,! and his 


burden 


ir deficiencies 


dine life, and'to- appear in oh ear- 
neſt every; hig Put che moſt mo- 
mentous cbncerns of the ſbul and e- 
ternity ? Shall men conclude that you 
are afraid or aſhamed to appear in.your 
Lord's cauſe 7 or that it is a, matter of 
indifference with you whether this ar- 
divanct of bis is continued or loſt in 
the churches? es jon ike theſe 


with all ſexlonſnefs 'wpþ0n your con- 
ſciences as in the fight of Gop; and 
40 it immediately. The matter is too 
important to admit either of ſuſpence 
er dęlay. Say not, it is time enough 
fot me to come to that ordinance ſome 
years' hence: Thou knowelt not 
«© what may be en the morrow ; what 
« is thy life? it is even as a vapour 
* that appears for a little while, and 
© then vaniſhes away.” But is not 
the ſervice of Chriſt important and de- 
lightful enough. to deſerve your beſt 
days? or is bY too ſoon to give yourſelf 
up entirely to him? hell you think 
N * a dying bed, Adder in youth 
a or 


12 r 
or in age 4 Will is not be Sjeafant to 

| ny d S en God bo 25 
Daene Jevabdd yourſelf ear- 
Ty:ito Gap, [to Tecollett tus tous 
word of big, 1 remember the k; els 
thy. n. F. WII not, alone of 
communion with him new, think you, 


28 Neun matter of recollection 
th a on W certainly: need fome- 


1 what, both to yori end quicken you 
When heart and fleſh fails, Nay .I can- 
not but think you muſt. find 1 ont 
of ſoch means of grace now: though 
you have not been long in the. world, 
a have known ſome of its cares and 
| nt” 3 Ves, vou will lay,. *. and 
=» that is the rea: 


on that I have no 


« more time to think of this ordi- 


„ nance:” But is it a juſt reaſon for 
00 glecting it? If your bußwels makes 
Wpoſſißle for. : to pay the atten- 

1 to 1212 and other divine inſtitu- 
tions which they deſorve, ſurely. you 
ve either too much, or do not ma- 
ngge it with, prudence. It were in- 
deed. a miſtake to imagine that you 


muſt be flothfuF in bufineſs in order to 
be 
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— „ 


LE TT E R XII. 153 


be feryent in ſpirit ſerving the; Lord. 
A good man ſhould bꝭ active for both 
warl Vet the more yon find of the 
undue influence of things ifeeh and 
temporal, the more diligently you 
e apply. to thoſe means, in the 
of. which, you may hope, with => 

bleſſing who has appointed. them for 
ſuch putpoſes, to have the world cru+ 
cified to you, and to be yourſelf more 
entirely crucified. to the world; If yau 
continue ta neglect them is will be no 
wonder if the world, in a little while, 
ſhould run away with all your time, 
and your — 4 too. : Beſides, let me 
intreat you to conſider ſeriouſly ho 
much tlie intereſt of Chriſt 3 the 
countenance and active ſervices of the 
riſing. gene lation. The ways of 
* Zion mourn (ſays a ſerious writer) 
*© becauſe' few, come up to her ſolemn 
« feaſt: and no wonder if the Papiſt, 
* the Deiſt, and the Libertine prevail 
* to the e ſpeedy decay of true ary 
* nefs when Proteſtants, and eſpeci- 

e ally: when many called proteſtant 
* Diſlenters Tight that holy commu- 
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e i f there be any thing, rg; 
ally. offenfiye X diſcouraging. to you, 
or to any that love the Lord Jeſus in 
lincerity, in the diſci ine of a church 
with y ich Joy. could be glad to unite 
in chriſtian communion, ſuch a. ſogie- 
ty would do well to conſult and pur- 
ſue every Proper method for removing 
ſuch tumbling blocks out of the way. 
Much as there is amiſs in the conſti- 
tution of thoſe churches that admit in- 
diſcrimipately all 5 offer themſelves 
to communion, it is likewiſe, to be la- 
mented that others are impoſing terms 
of adi miion. for which they, have nei- 
ho EL gor example in the word 


4 92 s highly proper that 
every” Cane ah e with 
a chriſha, ould. ve that 
church 2 2 his being, a 
chriſty, But as neither Chriſt. Rar 
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10 5 habe determined in what 
particular vo. that ſatisfaction ſhould 


& the church be, "who are. ag 

uſt d by of his ſpecial 
Fi toes Thy ht er , my 
Philletus, you may, pats , think theſe 
afficultics-greater than they really are. 
Puffibly thoſe ho, you apprehend, 
would Gaga your admiſſion into com- 
munion are ſecretly wiſhing for it, and 
would be glad to promote it. How- 
ever it is your. duty to make the trial, 
and if you are refuſed, they, and not 
you, will be anſwerable for the omiſ- 
ſion. Though the leaſt oppoſition 
might greatly diſtreſs and diſcourage 
you, yet you would have this for 
your rejoicing, the teſtimony of your 
conſcience, that you ſought an. oppor- 
tunity of doing your Lord's will, But 
TI would hope that few, of a truly re- 

ligious ſpirit and character, would in 
any 


e 
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any church meet with oppoſition in an 
— of-"this' ſort; unleſs by here 
and there a : whoſe bigotry and 
uncharitablenefs ought” by all means, 
in ſuch a caſe, to be over- ruled by the 
united voices of miniſters and ſuch 
chriſtians as deſire to act upon the 
maxim recommended by the apoſtle 
Paul, who has commanded us to re- 
ceive even him that is weak in the 
an, but not to doubtful diſputation. | 


= Op my Philetus, — 233 


450 believe me to bs Kc. 


+; 1 


; " . 28 
, ? 
% 7 
i 
2 198 1 g 
f ; I 72 . 
oe 2 | > 
1 14102 * w” i 
* "+ » % 
ry vi 
1 * 115 ſr 
193-008 1040) VA 
fv | 


* 
* ' E 
+> * 1 25 5 1 


1 * 
14.9 1.4 4 * % 
. f+ 


y 


4 of = CN ata LL er 


_ — 
2 4 £F i S ” * 


„ „el 


- 
n er 
* LA 3% 34 * - | F - . 
' . 
1 * * 1 . ” , * 5 
- \4.S 7 91 ; © . 9 0 4 p 2 0 6 K = 
: Þ 
- * 
if — - " 3 
9 4 4 : 139 % 7 -*2& 7 b 4 : © #B& +5 , 


* 
* # 4 


4 = : a of 
f * * . * os bd x - 
x ” . ; 2 N 4 > i's * * « * * _ 4 7 
: | 0 114 i 4 , "2 * PL : F 
; HE e f 
. e * 8 ry p 
+5 * $a * - * * 5 © 4 . * .. 1 L 
4 1 . 6 
* — 1 3  £ 1 | XM. | ſ 1 4 a 
1 * F \ 


F Rejoice greatly to find, my Phile- 
1 tus, that you have been prevailed 
upon to give yourſelf up to the church 
of Chriſt according to his: will. I 
doubt not but, under a divine bleſſing, 
vou. will. find: the comfort and benefit 1 
of chriſtian communion. But ſuffer q 
the word of exhortation. Having 1 
vowed a vow unto the Lord, defer 
not to pay it. Walk ſteadily with the 9 
chriſtian ſociety with which you are C 
united by very tender and ſolemn ties, | 
in chriſtian doctrine and fellowſhip, 3 
in breaking of bread and in prayers. 7 
Know them that labour for your chti- 
ſtian edification, and are over you in 
the Lord, and admoniſh you; and eſ- 
teem them very highly in love for 


their 
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their work's- ſake. Pra for them. 

Conttibute chearfully to their ſupport 

Be. a follower of them as far as they- 
are followers of Chriſt. * Attend dili- 

gently upon their adminiſtrations. O- 
bey them and ſubmit yourſelf; for 

they watch for your ſoul as thoſe that 
muſt: give an account. Sympathiſe 
tenderly with them under all the trials 

they endure, whether as men, as chri- 
ſtians, or as miniſters; and do your ut- 
moſt in your ſtation; to lighten the 
weight of thoſe labours and diſcou- 

bed which are inſeparably con- 
nected with a faithful diſcharge og the 

many arduous and important: duties of. 
their office. 

Walk in love likewiſe towards your 
chriſtian bretbren. Pray for them, 
Conyerſe. freely with them on the 
Ines things * vital practical religion. 

xerciſe focbearance and long-ſuffer- 
ing towards your fellow chriſtians, as 
one that has _ learnt of .. Jeſus to be 
meek and lowly of heart. Always 
ſtudy thoſe things that make for peace, 
and that tend to promote candour and 

Wo charity: 


—— —„— 


160 EvseBxs 70 PmLETVs. 


charity. Be particularly tender of 
young ones; and ſhew compathon to 
the weak and' affli ed. We muſt 
bear one ancther's urdens if we 
would fulfil the law of Chriſt. And 
let me intreat you like wiſe to uſe hoſ- 
pitality without grudging ; doing good 
to all as you have opportunity, but 
eſpecially to thoſe Who are of the 
houſhold of faith. Take pains to 
ſerve the intereſt of Chriſt in general, 
and pay a peculiar attention to the ſo- 
ciety to which you belong. Pray for 
its continued peace and proſperity, and 
do your utmoſt to promote the purity 
of the chriſtian faith, and the power 
of godlineſs around you. Mark ſuch 
as cauſe diviſions and offences, and 
ſuch as make ſhipwreck of faith and 
a good conſcience; and every one that 
1s overtaken in a "favlt; endeavour to 
reſtore with the ſpirit of meekneſs, 
conſidering thyſelf, left thou alſo be 0 
tempted. By your example and con- 


co 

verſation provoke to loye and to good b 
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And as you would walk worthy of 
the Lord, unto all well pleaſing, at- 

tend ſteadily and conſcientiouſly to the 
duties of every relation in life in Which 
providence has placed you. They that 
would appear with honour and advan- 
tage in the houſe of Gop, muſt carry 
their religion with them into their 
own houſes: and indeed into all their 
tranſactions with their fellow creatures. 
Let me therefore entreat you to walk - 
circumſpectly, with honour, with pru- 
dence, and ſtrict virtue, to thoſe that 
are without. Remember your profel- - 
ſion at all times, in all places, and in 
all company. Others will not forget 
it though you do. Diſcountenance, 
not — profaneneſs and impurity, 
both in conduct and converfation, but. 
likewiſe all. unbecoming levities, and 
every appearance of evil, as much as 
poſſible. by your example and in- 
fluence.” And on the other hand en- 
courage the hearts, and ſtrengthen the 
hands of ſincere, humble chriſtians - 
of every denomination. Recommend 
1 and. manifeſt a truly catholick diſpoſi- 
| : _—_ 3 : tion 
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tion to ſuch as may differ from you in 
ſome leſſer peculiarities of ſentiment, 
or modes of worſhip; wiſfling, in the 


peace to all that love the Lord Jeſus 
Qhriſt in ſincerity. Never ſo much as 

vriſh to lord it over other men's faith 

and conſciences. Be thankful for the 
religious liberty you enjoy; thankful 

to GOD Almighty, and thankful to 
thoſe/who, under Gop, are the guar- 
dians of it, and ſubmit to every ordi- 
a nance of man for the Lord's fake. © By 
all means guard againſt every abuſe 
of liberty yourſelf, and do your utmoſt 
to {countenance all licentiouſneſs 
both in principle and practice, as that 
which tends to the ruin of à people. 
In a word, whatſoever things are true, 
whatſoever things are © honourable, 
vrhatſoever things are juſt, whatſoe- 
ver things are pure, whatſoever things 
are lovely, whatſoever things are of 
report, if there be any virtue, 

and if there be any. praiſe, think on 
theſe things, and diligently practiſe 
them: So will you be an honour to 
ln 1 your 


mtteue ſpitit of the goſpel, grace and 
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your religious profeſſion, and a credit 


and 


2, blefling to the ſociety 
which y 


with 


you are more immediately con- 


nected. You will herein likewiſe have 
this for; your rejoicing, "thei teſtimony 
of your: conſcience, that in ſimplicity 
and godly fincerity, - not with fleſhly 
wiſdom, but by the grace of Gop you 
have your converſation in the world, 
and towards the church. And I doubt 
not hut you, and all the faithful fol- 
lowers of Jeſus, will alſo find, ac- 
cording to his word, that in keeping 
his commandments there is great re- 
ward. And after a long ſeries of ſer- 
vices upon earth, may you have an 
abundant entrance adminiſtered to you 
into your. great, maſter's joy ! 


+. * 


So prays, &c. 
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Sang e ie you; Phlletut, on the 
ire ee ich a good Gov has 


lately granted to the dla companion 

be has 
made to her joys and your own in the 
child he has graciouſſy given you. 


of your life, and the addition 


May you be long happy in one another 
and in your offspriug, and be enabled 


to make the proper acknowledgment 
and improvement of this and every 


other mercy ! You will, I truſt, con- 
ſider this gracious and ſeaſonable ap- 


pearance of divine providence as an 


additional obligation to yield yourſelt 


unto Gop, and employ every talent 


with encreaſing diligence, in his ſer- 
vice, And, being the Lord s yourſelf, 
you 
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ou, cannot but be deſirous that your 
2 * one may he his like wiſe. 
Take the firſt. opportunity of bo 
ſenting it to Gop, and of aſking 
it, in the name of Jeſus, the ork — 
of his covenant. The infant ſeed SE 
his people. were, by his appointment, 
in very early ages of the church, taken 
into covenant with Gop together with 
their parents... Vou may look back 
with great leaſure in this view upon 


ſuch promiſes as that which he made 


to his ſervant Noah, 1 will eſtabliſh 
my covenant with vou and with 
your ſeed after. you. And that to 
Abrabam, I will eſtabliſh my e- 
e nant between me and thee, and thy 
© ſced, after thee, in their generations, 


« for an everlaſting covenant, , to be a 
* Gop to thee, and to thy feed after 


e thee.” He ordered circumciſion; as 
an external token of this his covenant- 
favour. Every man: child among you 
* ſhall be circumciſed, and it ſhall be 
« a token of the eee organ: me 
* and ROT. — K b at 


* 
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The prisileges of this covenant were 
indeed more 4enmediately*appropriated 
+6-the: ſtediof Abraham. But it ap- 
pears, both from facted and uninſpired 
writers; that proſelytes Bohr erben 
iim, upon ſubmitting to this rite; and 
being baptized, were admitted to 2 


Part With them, if they brought the Ml © 
ſacr appointed. The cuſtom of t 
baniolegtt theſe proſelytes continued in WM © 
the church until the time of our 'Sa- Ml 2 
viour. And as thofe of their children b 
that were born before the <Lynverſion Ml . 
of their parents were baptized with h; 
them, the apoſtles would very natu- WM 2" 
ral conclude-that*their-divine maſter I © 
meant to include them in his commiſ- e 
ſiom to diſciple all nations,” baptizing Ml {+ 
them in the name of the Father, Son WM © 
and Holy-Ghoſt!' And the rater, as de 
they had ſeen him receiving? little chil- 28 
dten with the utmoſt tenderneſt and ö 
affection-z lite tte good ſnepherd ga- © 
thering: theſe lambs' in his ane? and * 
them in bis boſoniy and had bi 

heard him recommending to his fol- ter 
lowers: the like. |oedduentibs" and Ver 


good- 


gooch will towards them. If they had 

been g mmanded to ciscumeiſe all na 
tions, there can he no doubt hut they 
would have circumciſed children, be- 
cauſe they had been uſuallhy admitted: 
to that rite before; and wWhV nt baps: 
ha ew fox; the ſame geaſon i Then 
could be no unpropriety- in applying 
this ſeal. or taken of Gens — 
to children, as that Which Paul calis 
a ſeal, of the righteouſneſs of faith, had) 
been applied to them by divine ap- 
pointment ever ſinde the days of Abra- 
ham; eſpecially as baptiſm is, accords 
ing to Paul's repreſentation of it in his 
eilte to the cheiſtians at Coloſſe,- | 
(chap. lit. ver. 1 . 1.) the cireumci· 
ien of Chriſt, or the chriſtian cireum- 
ciſion. The covenant of Gd with 
believers, has been the ſame in all 
ages; and we have ſurely good reaſon 
to hope that. he will be a Gop to 
them and to their ſead, in as extenſive 
a ſenſe now as he was before the eſta- 
bliſhment of. chriſtianity... Indeed Pe- 
ter expxeſsly aſſured the chriſtian con- 


verts in, his day; that the promiſe was 
mat. ---- | to 
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to them and to their children. While 


they continued in infidelity themſelves, 
their children were unclean, and could 
not be admitted to an ordinance which 
neoeſſatily ſuppoſes that thoſe parents 
are chriſtians endete who degdicate 
their children to Gp in it. Yet, up- 
on their converſion, their children were 
holy, ſo far as to have a'ri t to that 

ordinance by which they were intro- 
| duced among the followers of the ho- 
ly Jeſus.” This ſeettis the moſt natu- 
ral interpretation ef thoſe words of 
Paul 1 Cor. vii. 14. His reaſoning i is 
to the ſame purpoſe in Rom. xi. 16. 
If the root be holy ſo are the branches. 
And the apoſtles firſt appo pointed to ad- 

miniſter” the ordinances of the goſpel, 
ſeem to have acted upon this maxim 
in baptizing whole houſholds, in which 
it is the more probable that the chil- 
dren were included, as no mention is 
made of their baptizing adult perſons, 
whoſe parents were chriſtians, in all 
the New Teſtament, though it con- 
tains the hiſtory of about threeſcore 


years after gg time of. our -Saviour, 
Hence 


rn 
Hence I truſt you will think it highly 
reaſonable and becoming to dedicate - 
your child to the Lord in the ordinance 
of baptiſm ; and the rather as you can- 
not but be ſenſible that ſuch a ſolemn 
tranſaction may and ought to be im- 
proved to very valuable purpoſes. For 
though it avail not to the putting away 
the filth of the fleſh, or the renovation 
of the 'heart, it may tend I hope to 
animate your prayers to Gop for your 
offspring, that you have thus commit- 
ted and conſecrated it to him, and en- 
gage you to leave it chearfully with 
him, and to the wiſe diſpoſals of his 
providence. You hereby likewiſe lay 
yourſelf under very folemn obligations 
to train it up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord : And. not only 
may, but ought, to improve the re- 
membrance of this religious tranſaction 
as an argument with your offspring, 
in future years, to walk in newnelſs of 
life, and to confirm their baptiſmal 
engagements by devoting themſelves 
faithfully and entirely to the Lord ; 
having been thus given up to him in 


Q early 
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early life by thoſe who were moſt af 
fectionately concerned for their ſpiri- 


tual and eternal good. 


"The uſe of water in this ordinance, 
compared with ſeveral repreſentations 
of its nature and deſign in the word 
of 'Gop, naturally leads ts to conſider 
it as an emblem and memento of that 
internal and ſpiritual purity which is 
eſſential to the chriſtian character. For 
any part, 1 lay no great ſtreſs upon the 
mode in which it is adminiſtred, be- 
cauſe I apprehend that the great head 
of the chriſtian church never intended 
that his diſciples ſhould, Yet I cannct 
but prefer the manner of applying 
water to the ſubject by ſprinkling or 
pouring. If ever, the immerſion of 
the whole body was uſed in the caſt, 
it would, in many circumſtances, be 
burdenſame and hazardous both to 
ſubjects and miniſters in theſe north- 
ern climates; nay, according to the 


- ſenſe and uſage of our country and 
times, it appears rather an indecency. 


And we well know that Jeſus himſelf 


made 


always preſerved the ſtricteſt decorum, 
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made candid conceſſions, in matters of 
indifference, to the cuſtoms of the 
people among whom he lived; and 
always diſcovered and recommended 
the tendereſt regard to the lives and: 
health of all men 

I mention theſe as reaſons for our” 
diſpenſing with the immerſion of the 
body, ſupp6fing that to have been the 
prevailing cuſtom in Judea, in the firſt 
ages of chriſtianity. But many things: 
urged to prove the antiquity and di- 
vine authority of that mode of bapti- 
zing appear to me utterly inconclufive.. 
There is no more reaſon for ſuppoſing . 
that the Eunuch (for inſtance) went 
with Philip into the water, than that 
our Saviour went into the mountain 
that he might from thence teach the 
multitude. The word is (g) the 
ſame in both places. There and in. 
many other paſſages nothing more 
could be meant by it than anto. As 
when our Lord ſays (Mat. xv. 24.) I 
am not ſent but (eig) unte the loſt 
ſheep, of the houſe of Iſrael; and 
(chap. xvit. 17.) bring him hither to 

| $ --- me 
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me (ec) &c. &c. But ſtill more de- 
fective is the proof from thence of 
the Eunuch's being immerſed in it. 
They were obliged to go down to the 
water {ide that he might be baptized 
by ſprinkling or pouring water upon 
him, unleſs they had been provided 
with a proper . veſſel for bringing up 
the water from the river; and their 
return from the river fide is naturally 
_ enough expreſſed by ſaying they came 
up from the water, It is ſaid indeed 
(Mat. iii 6.) that many were baptized 
by John ( in Jordan. But muſt 
we conclude from thence that they 
were immerſed. in it? Within a few 
verſes of that Jeſus ſpeaks of A 
(ey) with the Holy Ghoſt and 2. 
fire—ſo we tranſlate it; and ſhould 
never think of rendering it in the Ho- 
Iy Ghoſt and in fire, though the greek 
particle is the ſame in both places. 
Beſides, more were baptized by the 
Apoſtles in a day than I ſhould think, 
could have been baptized in that time 
by immerſion ; and many more than 


we can ſuppoſe provided with e 


rr 
of raiment : and it is highly incredible 
that they ſhould immerſe them naked, 
eſpecially as the multitudes of theſe 
firſt converts conliſted, it is expreſsly 
ſaid, both of men and women. It is 
highly probable that the Jaylor and 
his family were baptized in his houſe 
by night, where it is not to be thought 
that he had any place convenient for 
dipping. faded there ſeems to be- 
frequent alluſions, in the ſacred ſcrip- 
tures, to the cuſtom of ſprinkling or- 
pouring of water in baptiſm ; particu- 
arly in that expreſſion of Jeſus which 
mentioned before, © baptizing with 
the Holy Ghoſt and with fire; and: 
that in the epiſtle to the Hebrews, . 
(chap. x: 22.) in which chriſtians are 
ſpoken of as having the heart ſprink- - 
led from an evil conſcience, viz. by 
thoſe influences of God's holy Spirit, 
of which water, thus uſed in baptiſm, 
is a flriking emblem. This Spirit is 
expreſsly promiſed as one of the great 
bleſſings of the Gofpel covenant in the 
ſame terms. He (i. e. the Meſſiah) 
ſhall fprinkle many nations; and again, 
23 I will: 
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I will ſprinkle clean water upon you 
and ye ſhall be clean It is very cer- 
tain that thoſe Jewiſh waſhings were 
uſually perfotmed by ſprinkling which 
the writer to the Hebrews: calls bap- 
tiſms. Hence the ſeventy- two greek 
tranſlators of the Old Teſtament ren- 
der that paſſage in which the deſcent 
df the dew upon Nebuchadnezzar is 
ſpoken of, © he was baptized (it is in 
dur verfion he was wet) with the dew 
of heaven.“ Thus the Iſraelites were 
baptized in the cloud and in the ſea, 
when the former diſtilled drops of rain 
| upon them, and the waves of the lat- 
ter, agitated by the winds, fprinkled 
them in their paſſage through it. And 
indeed the common expreſſion of bap- 
tizin with water more naturally leads 


us to think of applying water to the 


body than the 'body to the water. But 
it is not my deſign to recite all the 
ſeveral arguments that have been urg- 
ed in vindication of infant-baptiſm, or 
this mode of adminiſtring.it. Much 
time has been fpent in the controver- 
fy that might have been employed » 
ee * * ar 
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far better purpoſes, and on ſubjects of 
much greater importance to the inte- 
teſt of religion, and the chriſtian cauſe. 
Let your great concern be to approve 


yourſelf. to Gop and your own con- 


ſcience; and from a principle of love 
and ſuhjection to the ſupreme head of 


the chriſtian church, and the tender- 


eſt and moſt faithful concern for your 
dear little one, take the firſt opportu 


nity to commit it to the ſpecial care 


of an indulgent, providence, and the 
renewing. influences of divine grace; 
deſirous, above all things, that it may 
be intereſted in Chriſt and devoted to 
him; that it may be h's now, and his 
for ever. Lou will, I, hope, likewiſe 
remember the obligations you are un- 
der, having thus given it up to the 
Lord, to Watch over it with tenderneſs 
and care, to inſtruct it as ſoon as it 
appears capable of inſtruction, in the 
things that concern its uſefulneſs here 
and happineſs hereafter. Give line 
upon line, and precept upon pre- 
cept; and inforce every recommenda- 
tion of virtue and piety by a ſteady 
adhe- 
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therein performing a ſervice greatly 
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rence to the rules of both in you ro 


egen and behaviour: 


your frequent and attentive peruſal the 
Sermons” of the late pious and learned 
Dr. Doddtidge on the religious educa- 


tion of children, which contain many 


ſerious and pertinent advices upon this 


head. I wiſh you may always feel 
the weight of thoſe arguments by 


which the excellent author has urged 


upon parents the ſeveral importam 
gious education, and 


bave wiſdom and reſolution to perform 


them. You may reaſonably hope to 


find your own account in ſuch a pious 
care -of your offspring, and will be 


needed, and of the utmoſt importance 
both to the riſing generation and to 
the church of Chriſt, 279710 


Jaw Ke. 


LET. 


Grve' me leave to e to 
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LETTER XV, 
On Family Religion. 


| 


T is a truſt, my Philetus, of very 
great importance which is com- 
mitted to you as the head of a fami- 
ly. You have therein the care of ſouls; 
of ſouls intended for immortality. Look 
upon your domeſticks as a charge with 
which your Gon and theirs has. in- 
truſted you, that you may be an in- 
ſtrument of forming them for uſeful- 
neſs here, and everlaſting happineſs 
hereafter; and watch, I intreat you, 
for their ſouls as one that muſt give 
an account. Begin early with your 
tender offspring, and uſe all. poſſible 
freedom and plainneſs in inſtructing 
them in the great things that concern 
their eternal ſalvation. Inculcate upon 
them a holy reverence of the word of 


Gon, 
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Gor, and endeavour to make them: 


familiariy acquainted. with it. Talk 
over its great truths, and the facts re- 


corded in it, Freely and tenderly with 
them; and ſpare no pains to render 


divine ue deſirable and delight- 
ful to them. Remember they will 
need line upon line, and precept upon 


precept. Indulge and direct their in- 


quiries, and convince chem that your 


great end, in all your inſtructions, is 
to make them wift to ſalvation. Che- 
tiſh every proper impreſſion, and en- 
ſee amiable in their 
temper and behavονf; but fail not to 
eotrect the firſt appearances of "evil: 
with a becoming mixture of reſolution: 


courage what you 


and tenderneſs. Endeavour, in the 


whole of your behaviour towards all. 


ur dotneſticks, to guard agzinſt the 
juctfu] and dangerous extremes of ſe- 
verity and indulgence. While you 


preſerve your authority with ſteadineſs, 
E them ee that every injupction and 


reſtraint that you lay upon them is in- 
tended for their good, both in this 


world: and another. Put fome * 
890 and 
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and pain catechiſm early into the 
'hands N children, and more 
compreh ſyſtems as their memo- 
tries and underſtandings ſtrengthen. 
But rather allure than drive to theſe 


exerciles, and when you call them to 


an account of what they have learnt, 
(which ſhould be at leaſt once or twice 
a week) make it rather an amuſement 
than a taſk. Engage the, conſtant and 


ſerious attendance of all under your 


roof upon the publick ordinances of 
Gop's houſe, and be often recum- 
mending a conſcientious regard to all 
the inſtitutions of religian. I bope 1 
need not caution you againſt thoſe 
levities in converſation upon religious 
ſubjects, before young perſons, Which 
tend to make them think lightly of 


religion in general. Employ part of 
your Lord's-day evenings in talking 


over, with your family, What you and 


ud have been, hearing and engaging 
Aſſiſt them in xecollt the 

— — thoughts, of the diſcourſes 
which you have attended upon, and 
aſk them, what they can gerpeguber 
8 0 
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of them themſelves. This will en- 
gage their attention, and ſtrengthen 
their memories, and will enable them 
to hear with growing diſcernment and 
advantage. And I cannot but think 
that you will find your own account 
in it likewiſe. ' Tate each of them 
with you, at times, into your Tetire- 
ment, and there talk plainly and ten- 
derly with them, and pray ay freely and 
affectionately for them. Exhort and 
encourage them to pray daily for them- 
ſelves.” © Call your 2 <-> 
morning and evening, to atte 
the reading of the holy ſeri 
to join in ſocial Exerciſes of hn: 
tion. A * 
eiodeed it wilt in a Pear werfe 
depend upon you, my Philetus, whe- 
ther your domeſtics ſhould 
acknowledge the father of their mer- 
cies together, or live without Gop in 
the world. I ſhould imagine you muſt 
be uneaſy to think of their ruthing = 
after day, into the cares 
tions of life, without ' acknowledging, 
in the morning the mercies of the 
5 night, 
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| night}; and imploring the divine pro- 
pry bleſſing: for the day; or 

that they ſhould retire diam 
ing after: another; without any expreſs 
ſions of devout thankfulneſs to the 
Gop in whom they ſive, and move 
and have their being; without any 
confeſſion of their fins, or petitions 
for future favour. And yet is not 
this frequently, nay is it not generally 
the caſe ? If it is, let me freely tell 
you that you are chargeable wich this 
5 veglect of Gop, and the duty 
that they oe him together. They 
are bra your direction, and provi- 
dence has committed them to your 
immediate and conſtant care. I pray 

God that neither you nor yours may 

feel ithe vengrance with which the fa- 
milies are chteatened that call not up- 
on his name. This I kno you would 
dread upon their account as well as 
your Cn. I know you maintain in- 
tercourſe with G0 yourſelf in pri- 
vate ; and why ſhould you n 3 

with pious Joſhua, As for me and 

» oy houſe we will ſerve the Lord.“ 
R You 


2 


% Hyozngs #0 Fumpre. 
You cannot but think this a reaſonable 


and becoming ſervice; a ſervice that 


Gop requires, and that the daily cir- 
cumſtances of your family render bigh- 
ly proper and expedient. Why then 
is it neglected? Not becauſe you are 
utrerly regardleſs of your duty, or of 
the ſouls of your domeſtics. You ſe- 
cretly wiſh to have it introduced into 
your family, and kept up there; but 
you have either neglected it ſo long, 
or: apprehend you ſhould perform it 
ſo imperfectly, that you know not 
when or how to ſet. about it. But 
yet after all, if you were thoroughly 
ſenſible that you ought to engage in it, 


and could believe that you ſhould be 


able to perform it as it ought to be 
performed, I would hope that you 
could not neglect it. Buf you think 
e yourſelf unfit. to engage in it, and 
te that you cannot perſo m it in an ac- 
te ceptable and uſeful manner; and 
too haſtily conclude from hence 
ee that Gop does not expect it from 
ee you, nay that jt would be folly and 
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preſumption in you to undertake it. 
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Let me intreat you to exatnine the 

force of the objection and. difficulty in 

all its extent, as it affects the honour 
of Gop and the intereſt of religion; 

as well as your own ſpiritual welfare, 

and that of the family, over which: 

ovidence has placed you. 

Undoubtedly the credit and advance 
ment of practical godlineſs ought to 
be dear to every one who makes a re- 
Ugious profeſſion. And though per- 
haps ſome, who have ruſhed into ſa- 
ered employments from private” life, 
with weak” capacities and little or no 
education, have given occaſion to thoſe 
who. ſeek. Aran to. treat the f 
itſelf, as well as the chriftian 72 77 
with contempt; yet you, my Philetus, 
have not the leaſt reafon th be appre- 
henfive of any ill conſequences of that 
ſort ftöm a Faithfol dif harge of the g 
religious duties of your family. Ma- 
ny chriſtians may pray daily with their 

families, with advantage to F ehernfervey 
and thoſe who join. with them, Wo 
would be unfit to en age in the more 
public” and © extenſive. duties of the 

R. 2 chriſtian 
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chriſtian miniſtty. Vou are there, in 


a manner, ſpeaking in private, with 


; only. A few: domeſtics around you, With 


whom: you ate intimatehy / converſant 


every day, and over whom you have 
a great degree of authority. Should 


any be diſpoſed, contraty to all the 


natural obligations of their relation to 
the family with which they are con- 


nected, and in a manner inconſiſtent 
with that reſpect which they owe to 
the head of it; ſhould any, I ſay, be 


diſpoſed to ſpeak of you and your re- 


lgious ſexyices among them with an 
unbecoming freedom out of your fa- 


mily,, they and not you would incur 


contempt. At leaſt it may afford you 
ſatis faction to think that you have diſ- 
charged your duty both to Gop and 
to them. Sa LIFE, n WE FETs 

But I truſt a ſenſe of the divine pre- 
ſence, and of the ſolemnity and im- 


portance of the duty, as well as a ten- 
der regard for the credit of your reli- 


gious proſeſſion, and the ſpiritual im- 


eee of thoſe around you, will 


ecure you from every thing that my 
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be a juſt occaſion either of offence or 
ridicule. And when your mind is 
diſcouraged by an apprehenſion of this 
ſort you would do well to conſider ſe- 
doully wh. ther the intereſt of Chriſt: 
and vital religion would not ſuffer a 
much greater diſcredit $90 diſadvan- 
tage by your neglecting family- prayer, 
ſlip bf Pe te in erfehions = 
inaccuracies in the Aicharge n 
Which can you ſuppoſe would injure 
you - moſt in the eſteem of your fel- 
low - chriſtians in other families, or 
even in the opinion of your own do- 
meſtics ? ' Muſt it not be a very diſcou- 
raging diſappointment to a youth, who 
from his infancy has been called to 

bow the knee daily before Gop with 
his parents, when he comes into a 
prayerleſs family, and ſees thoſe ſpend- 
ing week after week, and-one month | 
after another, without any united ac- 
knowledgement of the great father of 
their being and of: their mercies, who 
nevertheleſs call themſelves chriſtians, - 
and attend with diligence and decency 
upon the more publick inſtitutions of 
R. 3 the 
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the goſpelẽ What muſt they and what 
beet: ov out that hear of it think of all 
your pretenſions to godlineſs and the 
_ Tpirit of devotion,” if you'! diſcover: ſo 
little of it at home? May not ſorne 
from hence be almoſt tempted to think 
liglitly of communion with Gon itſelf 
when they find you take no more pains 
to maintain it in your own ſouls, and 
do ſo little to recommend it to others? 
Some, it may be, will conclude from 
thence that the whole of religion con- 
ſiſts in a few external forms of devo- 
tion in the ſanctuary once à week. 
And if you look forward, as you juſt- 
iy may and dught, to what will pro- 
bably be the conſequences of that in 
the next age, and think how ma 


yet unborn, may feel the fatal effects 


of this indevout ſpirit ; if you confi- 
der how many families you may be 
the firſt occaſion of encouraging to live 
without Gop and without prayer, muſt 
you not feel the awakening conſidera- 
tion? ' Ought it not to excne you, for 
the ſake of thoſe that are to learn of 
you How Mey ſhould walk and pleaſe 
| Gon, 
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God, to heed that, by a neglect 
of this duty, you are not like wiſe 
making yourſelf as ch e as you 
can be with the guilt of many other 
prayerleſs ails And as to your- 
ſelf and your own family, I am per- 
ſuaded that both you, and they muſt 
ſuffer much, in the important concerns 
of the ſoul and another world, by the 
neglect of the great duty of family- 
prayer. Vou hereby deprive them, 
and yourſelf, not only of a powerful 
motive to the other duties of, religion, 
but of that which has proved i in many 
inſtances a very great help in them: 
Of that which diſpoſes the mind both 
for the more publick and private exer- 
ciſes of devotion, for the ſteady honour- 
able and delightful diſcharge of all the 
other duties of religion, But ſtill yoa 
ſay, „I cannot perform this duty as 
„I could with, and as, I apprehend, 
it ought to be performed: vp almoſt 
9 tremble when I think of engaging 
% jn it, and cannot but fear that 1 
« ſhould be ſadly. embarraſſed and 
6 NR ah if I ſhould attempt it.” 

| But 
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But whence have 
* rehenſibhs egnoerning it? It is a miſ- 
to Imagine that any very great ta- 
laue de nice for a comfortable 


nei che good ſucceſs with which many 


Capacities and education, are carrying 


it on from day ts day with their 
houſholds. ** To ſpeak naturally (ſays 


* Dr. Doddridge upon the ſubject) and 


in the main properly, is enough. 


.* The plaineſt language, in addreſſes 
* to the Gop of heaven, appears to 


me preferable to laborious, pompous, 


* and artificial expreſſions; plain ſhort 
& ſentences, uttesed juſt as they ariſe 
<« in the mind, would be beſt under- 
« ſtood by thoſe that join with you.” 
Thele the fulneſs of a devout heart will 
dictate; and ſuch you may make uſe 
of without ſaying any thing that even 
rſons of the beſt ſenſe and learning 
could reaſonably deſpiſe. But fami- 
lies in general are not judges, of ac- 
curacy of thought and expreſſion, nor 
* thoſe that 8 if really wiſe, 
expect 


you theſe fears and 


and uſeful diſcharge of this duty. Wit- 
plain, ſerious chriſtians, of very low 
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expect the appearances of graat art 
and labout in family devotions, N be 
beſt end to be anſwered by them is to 
affect the heart with a becbhming ſehſe 
of our daily ſins, and wants, and met 
cies; the connection we have continu- 


ally with Gop, and the obligations wo 
are under to him. And if - you are 


enabled to lead the devotions of your 
family in a manner that may, with a 
divine bleſſing, anſwer ſuch ends as 
theſe, great good is done and nothing 
ſhould diſcourage you from aß 
the duty if you have engaged in it al- 

ready, or from e upon it, if you 
have not. But if, after having made 
the attempt ſeriouſly, 204 that in re- 


peated inſtances, and with due prepa- 


ration, you ſhould find it impraQticable 
to pray without the / aſſiſtance. of a 
form, it becomes you for your family's 
lake to uſe, one. Many good men 


make uſe of forms of prayer in their 
families with advantage; and ſuch 
forms are now publiſhed as "moſt. fa- 
milies may Join in very conſcientiouſly 
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bent; and evening (a)“ WI hope 
0 ee ge) I hall give no 
75 docs ehrten by fay- 
e is occafiory P Huld 
« "hang: my conſcience by not ſaying, 
I have long thought an irtecon- 
Lee averſion to forms of prayer, 
Re *, cygnof human compoſition ab vain 
a ſuperſtition as a paſſionate attaeh- 
ment to them and if any one had. 
rather that a family ſhould be pi ay- 
4 erlels than that a well choſen form 
* (hould be gravely e read. 
4 in it. ITthink he dges as abſurd- 
ity: as: if he Could oricber ſec chem 
775 


of a veſſel whoſe materials nes 
« are, diſagreeable to hin.“ 
Though I muſt ſay 


Ta 2D herd kel „ou 0 ch 
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ving_ to death than feed chetn out: 


u Unt L um 
perſuaded. the difficulties: and inoonve- 
niences of free prayet feet much great. 
er 10 many at a diſtance than cold 
ed Nr FU en wou 6 
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Sd de if they; coal be pa 


upon to make the attempt, and perſe- 


vere. in it for a few days, or at bft a 


few weeks in good earneſt; De but 


fix Jour, hours ſor — re 
and. even reſolut 
| — them; a little before Hand df 
the duty you are about to engage in, 
and take ſome pains to cheriſh proper 
ſentiments and affections in your heart 
by the reading: of a devotional part of 
the wo Gap 3 — 1 __ . 
you wou yourieit greatly at a 
loſs: either for thoughts or — 
ſuited to your own-circurſtances and 
thoſe of the family whoſe ſupplications 
and nee you are appointed to 
preſent unto Gon. But if you will 
ſuffer every trifle to interrupt the ſacred 
ſervice, or to employ both your hands 
and head, to the very laſt moment 
before you engage in your devotions, 
you are neceflarily unfitting yourſelf 
for them, and making difficulties 


which a prudent and pious care might 


either entirely prevent, or effeQually 
remove. You would find the cultiva- 


tion 


192 Nerve d. „ Pugrel 
tion of a ſerious ſpiritual 
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edeemer, and à tender regard to the 


beſt (intereſts of your domeſtics, ' on 


theſe' occaſions; teaching y our mouth 
and adding' knowledge 88 your” lips. 


Though if you ſhould be at (ors times 


eee e (and I know not who al- 
ways finds the ſame command of 


thought and expreſſion) 4 you fm 


by no means te diſcourat 
a vigorous proſecution © this, 
more than the other pie of Jon? 


tion. True indeed it may give you 


ſome concern, but even that do 
you good upon the whole; and if it 
makes you more humble both before 
Gop and man, more ſenſible of your 
dependance upon divine grace, more 
earneſt in your applications to Gop 
for the influences of his holy Spirit to 


help your infirmities, and more con- 
ſtant and diligent in cultivating both 


the gift and the grace of prayer, ſome 
very valuable ends are anf wered by the 


| mortiication ſelf, 


But 


pious affection ' towards Gop and the 


r 
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But. yau ſeemjto. be apprehenſiye 
that your prayers, would pot he ac 
able to thoſe who, are. vnder-yous x99, 


tho they were attenged withlels.imper- 

fetion than they. really, ate, Some 

in your family, much older than your- 1 

ſell, you imagine Would think it an 1 
f 


unbecoming ſorwardneſs in you to un- 
dertake-theſe religious, / ſervices. But 
let me intreat you to conſider well, of fff 
what great importance it is to every fa- [ih 
mily, and indeed to the -mtereſt of 1 
Cbriſt and of vital practical godlineſs, 
that this duty. Thoutd be performed 
conſciemiouſly in every houſhold. And 
if you have the care of the family in 
a great meaſure ſor the preſent world, 
and the conceras of the body, how 
can you think yourſelf excuſed from 
the care of their ſpiritual and eternal 
concerns 7 It aby, how with you, have 
lived in familics where it was neglect- 
eds ſutely the time paſt is more than ſuf- 
Seen en they have lived without 


prayer, andi it is high time 955 ſhould 
be called upon immediately..to.. ſeek 


Gop. If they have been ale to the 
8 duty, 
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duty, they will ſo much the more ſen- 
ſibly feel 82 loſs, if you give them 
no opportunities, day after day, of at- 
tending upon it now. And I do not 
doubt but inſtead of cenſuring an at- 
tempt of this ſort as a mark of vanity, 
or diſcovering the leaſt diſpolition to 
aggravate or ridicule any little imper- 
fections with which the ſervice may 
at times be attended, they would feel 
a daily and moſt ſenſible pleaſure in 
joining with you in your morning and 
evening ſacrifices of prayer and thankſ- 
giving to their Father and your Father, 
their Gop and your Gop. But if any 
of your domeſtics ſhould diſcover ſuch 
a contempt of the Almighty and of 
his worſhip as either to neglect or de- 
ride the ſervice, it nevertheleſs becomes 
you to be ſtedfaſt in the diſcharge of 
your duty, and if you cannot convince 
them of their ſin and folly, you ought 
to remove ſuch diſcouragements by 
diſmiſſing them (if they be ſervants) 
from your family, rather than. ſuffer 
them to continue as ſtumbling-blocks 
in your Way, and the conſtant occaſions 
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of miſchief. to your own ſoul and the 
ſouls of others that are committed to 
your care. Nor indeed could you rea- 
ſonably hope for any great advantages, 
in any reſpect, from thoſe who ſo ap- 1 
parently diſcover a diſpoſition to deſpiſe = | 
all authority both human and divine 0 


and who, to uſe a well known expreſ— 


ſion, © neither fear Gop nor regard "1 
« man., But never let my Philetus _— 
think, that the diſpoſitions of fuch; or J 
indeed that any thing elſe will ek, Fi 
cuſe him in the negle& of his duty; Bi 
rather ſuſpect (as you juſtly may) the . 
propriety and weight of every confi-- 1 
deration that would keep you at a diſ- 


_ 
— 


tance from Goo. 

Can you ſay, My family fees for 
ce much amiſs in me every day as 
« makes me aſhamed and indeed al- 
*- moſt afraid to pray before them.“ 
What do they ſee in you? If I could 
ſuppoſe they ſaw you daily running 
with others to all exceſſes of riot, 
guilty of acts of injuſtice and intem- 
perance; or that they heard the lan- 
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guage of Hell in your mouth, I ſhould 
ſay you might be aſhamed. But 
aſhamed of What? aſhamed of your 
wicked conduct — but not of your 
humble and penitent prayers — un- 
leſs vou ſtill go on in your evil ways. 
And that were inconſiſtent with the 
regard to: Gop and religion, which 
you have hitherto profeſſed. Yet there 
may be many imperfections in your 
daily converſation, with which thoſe 
who ſee and hear you daily cannot 
but be acquainted. But which (if it 
will bear a queſtion) which are you 
to part with, your duty or your fins? 
the only proper uſe you can make 
of the truth, is to take with you 
words and turn unto the Lord, and 
ſay unto him, Heal our backflidings, 
receive us graciouſly and love us free- 
ly; ſo will we render to thee not on- 
ly the praiſes of our lips but likewiſe 
the conſtant and chearful obedience 
of our lives: And to be ſo much 
the more watchful of your walk and 


tongue that you IT not only avoid 
every 
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every thing that would contradict your 


prayers, but may adorn that and every 
part of your religious profeſſion, in 
the whole of your e both 
at home and abroad. 


Lam, &c; 
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1 E 1 T. E R XVI. 
On Fafting and H umiliation. 


O the ſtated exerciſes of devo- 

tion which I have already re- 
commented; let me entreat you, my 
Philetus, occalionally to add that of 
religious and devout Faſting. Humili- 
ation and ſelf-abaſement ſhould make 
a part of your daily buſineſs at the 


. throne of grace. But there are ſea- 


ſons in which it will become you to 
engage therein with peculiar attention 


and ſolemnity. The church, within 


your memory, as well as in former 
ages, has had its days of humiliation, 
and I cannot but hope that there are 
thoſe now in Britain who thus mourn 
apart for their own fins, and the ini- 
vities of the land in which they 


dwell. It has been uſual, on theſe 


days, 


| days, to abſtain from the common re- 
freſhments of animal nature, and it 


ſeems but decent and proper to do ſo, 


as far as may be conſiſtent with that 
health and ſtrength which are neceſſa- 
ry for performing the ſervice appointed. 
Our Saviour's faſt of forty days is not 
to be imitated as it was truly miracu- 
lous. Vet many chriſtians, in the firſt 
ages of the church, faſted once, and 
ſome twice a week; they then gene- 


rally abſtained from their uſual meals 


till after evening prayer, in which they 
engaged about three o'clock ; and ſome 
of them thought it wrong to eat any 
thing till after midnight. But our di- 


vine lawgiyer has ſaid nothing either 
as to the time or degree of that abſti- 


nence which is to be practiſed upon 
theſe occaſions, and he has maniteſted 


both his wiſdom and his goodneſs in 
declining it. Indeed it may be ſaid . 


that he. has never expreſsly enjoined 


faſting at all. But as his diſciples were 
uſed to faſt, he had little occaſion to 


order them to do ſo; and when he 
TOY of the practice he-was far from 
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| faying any thing to diſcourage. it, but 


only blames the Phariſees for their oſ- 
tentation in theſe ſervices, and directs 


his followers not to appear unto men to 


faſt, but to make it their principal 
concern to approve themſelves there- 
in to their heavenly Father. As you 
wiſh, that your faſt-days (whenever 
you engage in them, either in private 
or publick, on your country's account or 
your own, ſhould. be acceptable days 
to the Lord, pay more attention to the 


ſpirit and manner in which you engage 


in the ſacred tranſactions. thereof, than 
to the length of time you ſpend, or 


the degrees of abſtinence you obſerve 


in them. 


When the Iſraelites were convinced 
of their guilt in following after idols, 
and ſaw themſelves in danger from the 


Philiſtines, “they faſted and ſaid un- 
© to Jehovah their Gop, we have 
« ſinned” againſt the Lord.“ The 
king and inhabitants of Nineveh, 
though heathens, were ſenſible of the 
propriety of this cuſtom, and adopted 
it with ſucceſs, when threatened with 

deſtruc- 


* 
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deſtruction by the prophet Jonah. Ho- 
ly Daniel thus humbled himſelf before 
Gop on account of the deſolations of 
Jeruſalem. He- prayed and made his 
confeſſion, with faſting, and ſackcloth 
and aſhes. That faithful ſervant of 
Gop Nehemiah, when he heard of 
the diſtrefles of his brethren and of 
the holy city, ſat down and mourned 
certain days, and faſted, and prayed 
before the Gop of heaven. | 

The devout. Pſalmiſt of Iſrael. ex- 
preſſed his concern in the ſame man- 
ner on the death of his child and the 
afflictions even of his enemies —“ as 
for me, when they were ſick, my 
clothing was ſackcloth,” I humbled 
% my foul with faſting.” Nor were 
exerciſes of this fort confined to ſea- 
ſons of diſtreſs and danger. St. Luke 
tells us of the pious propheteſs Anna, 
that when ſhe was 3 and four 
years old, ſhe departed not from the 
temple, but ſerved Gop with faſtings 
and prayers night and day. Cornelius 
mentions his having faſted four days 
and prayed in his houſe. 

And 
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rs wete ſepurated to their paſtoral 


*.workwhereuntolT have called them; 
and where they had faſted and pray- 
i ed and laid their hands on them they 
en ſent them away.” And again, it is 
faid:of Paul and Barnabas that when 
they had ordained them elders in. 
<:everyichurch; and had prayed with 
<-faſting- they commended them to: 
Hathe . Eord on whom they believed. 

Good men — —e— 
oven in theſe ages of levity and licen- 
tiouſneſs, who have thus obſerved the 
weekly. or annual returifof thoſe days 
in which they have either been betray- 
ed into ſin, or viſited: with great trou- 
bles; as others: have like wiſe religi- 
oufly kept thoſe on; which they have 
entered upon ſtations or emplayments 
of peculiar moment and difficulty. 
Hut faſting has not uſually been prac- 
tiſed except on very ſolemn and im- 
gortant occaſions. It was originally 


Haie! deſign- 


nd. | rt of theiſfblemni-. 
with which the firſt chriſtian Mini- 


_ The Holy Ghoſt ſaid, ſepa- 
rate me Barnabas and Saul fer the 
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ed to expreſs and e humbleneſs 
of mind, a contrite ſenſe of ſin, our 
conſtant dependance upon G0 for 
evety enjoyment, and our unworthineſs 
of the leaſt; of his mercies. Hence 
his people were required, on theſe 
days of humiliation, to refrain from 
all pleaſures, and to lay aſide their u- 
ſual buſineſs; to make reſtitution to 
the injured, and to deal out their bread 
to the hungry: they were then to ac- 
knowledge and renounce their for- 
mer ſins, to implore his forgiveneſs 
and future favour, and to renew their 
covenant engagements with him and 
for him. — To enable you therefore to 
engage in the proper ſervices of a faſt- 
day in a manner acceptable in the fight 
of Gop, and profitable to your own 
ſoul, you muſt attend diligently to the 
conduct of providence in the ſeveral 
events that ariſe within your obſerva- 
tion, both in private and publick. It 
will be neceſſary for you to look often 
and ſeriouſſy into the ſtate of religion 
in your own ſoul, in your family, in 


the nation in general, and in the 
church 
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of Gon. It will be your wiſdom to 
make and preſerve memorials of theſe 
things, and to review-them with great 
care and ſeriouſneſs at the approach of 
Y ele ſeaſons. Indeed you cannot be 
epared or diſpoſed: to enter upon the 
. buſineſs of your faſt-days un- 
leſs you maintain an habitual acquaint- 
ance with your own hearts, are ſenſi- 
ble of your deficiencies, and the fins 
that moſt eaſily beſet you; and are at- 
tentive to thoſe that prevail around you 
both in the world, and in the church 
of Gop. Unleſs you cheriſh a lively 
; perſuaſion of the reality and equity 
of a providence, and feel a powerful 
- conviction of the importance of the 
„Wine favour as that to which nations, 
and churches, and ſouls _ all their 
- happineſs. and their hopes. Nothing 
ſhort of this will pe 6, — to enter 
into your acknowledgments of ſin with 
| 1 ſhame and contrition of heart. e 
Without this you will never pour out e 
your foul before Gop with a becoming p 
freedom and fervour, eithef when you i 
are called to deprecate impending evil, 1 

ä to 
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7 1 Jlore the forgiveneſs of abounds 
qui, or to intreat the rema». 


of fo dgiierits with which you or 

he 75 are already viſited.” And 
you know that his command to his 
people, upon theſe occaſions, is rent 
« your heart and not your garments, 
* wa turn, unto the Lord your Gop. “ 

Nor will you 1 my Philetus, 
forget that wiſe and lutary caution of 
Jeſus to his diſciples, When ye aſt 
ce be not as the hypocrites, of a ſad 
4 countenance ; for they dis figure their 
« faces that they. may appear unto 
« men to faſt, yerily I. ſay-unto you 
e they have their reward. But thou, 
1 Whew thou faſteſt, anoint thine head, 
% and waſh thy face, that. thou appear 
*© not unto men to faſt, but unto 1 6 
Father, who is in ſecret; and thy 

« Father which ſeeth in ſecret. thafl 
© reward thee. openly.” Alas, how 
eaſily does the pride of our hearts de- 


celve us l how — and yet how im- | 


perceptably- does it inſinuate itſelf even 


into our moſt ſolemn moments! Ever 
remember, \Philetus, that you have 
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herein to do with a Gop that ſearches 
the heart; and that you will need rk 
merit and intercefſion of Jel rg? 

cure you acceptance in the in 
all your ſervices. And let fp Nike. 
wiſe remind you of the importance of 
maintaining a converſation and walk 
through life agreeable” to the ſacred 


and I tranſactions of ſuch days 


as theſe. Very awful and alatming 
things are Bid! in the word of Gop, 
of ſuch as are deſtitute of the power 


of Godlineſs while they retain the form 


of it. And it is obfervable that ſuch 
hypocrites in Goep's Sion are particular- 
ly upbraided with their abominations, 
as groſsly inconſiſtent with the engage- 
ments of their faſt-days : See the Ilvinth 


chapter of the prophecies ' of * Iſaiah. - 


Indeed he laid a reſtraint upon the lips 
of his ſervant Jeremiah that he ſhould 
not intercede for them then. Pray 
not thou fot this people, neither lift 


e up cry nor prayer for them, neither 


„ make interceſſion for them, for 1 


«© will not hear thee.“ And if the 
bleſſed Go 6 pag Hot hear him on 


— 
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their behalf they had very little encou- 
ragement to, hope for acceptance them- 
ſelves, -when they were guilty of the 
moſt heinous crimes, and at the ſame 
time that they came and ſtood before 
him in his houſe, and ſaid We are 
a delivered to do all theſe abomina- 
« tions,” He faid expreſsly concern- 
ing them, while in this ſtate and cha- 
racter, When the faſt I will not 
hear their cry.” Neither abſtinence 
from meat and drink, nor any other 
external mortifications whatſoever prac- 
tiſed by thoſe whoſe hearts and lives 
are as iow will avail with an all - ſee- 
ing, and perfectly pure and righteous 
Gop. The facrifice of the wicked is 
an abomination to. the Lord, but the 
prayer of the upright is bis delight. 
May. yours, as ſuch, at theſe and at 
all ſeaſons meet with acceptance! 
But give me leave my Philetus to re- 
minchyou that it is the will of Gop con- 
cerning bis people that they ſhould, in 


eyery thing, give thanks, Vou will J 


have many reaſons to mingle devout 
thankſgivings with your prayers in the 
| 1 f moſt | 


/ 
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moſt humbling and diſtreſſing circum- 

ſtances and ſeaſons, on your faſt-days 

themſel es. 

If you have your days of fickneſs 


and ſotrow you have many more of 


caſe and comfort: If you have loſt 
fome of your friends and enjoyments 


you have others given or continued. If 


you have ſome to diftreſs and terrify 
you, you have others to comfort and 
encourage you. Mercies in your per- 
ſon and in your family; natural and 
ſpiritual Mleffinigs, and thoſe fo many 
ard fo great as make it your indiſpen- 
fible duty to abound in thankſgiving. 
But efpeciallythoſe thterpolitions of di- 
vine providence and grace in which the 
Almighty has, as it were, gone out of 
his place either for your own preſer- 
vation and happineſs, or thoſe in which 
he has ſhewn himſelf the churches 
ever faithful friend and protector. The 
chriſtian ſabbath is a weekly thankſ- 


giving-day on which the whole church 


is called upon to celebrate the triumphs 
of the Redeemer's reſurrection from 
the. dead. And the lively hope to 


1 a« a 


as. ad hd a. mal acCgt av ant ea gt io 


— — $5, 


1. AP ＋ E R "XVI. 209 
which we are thereby raiſed, to zether 
with the privileges which the church 
at preſent enjoys under the guardian- 
ſhip and government of its riſen and 
glorified head, will well engage.us to 
enter his gates, on that day, with 
thankſgiving and his courts with praiſe. 
Nor ought we, by any means, to for- 
get or overlook what Gop has been 
doing, in ſucceeding. ages, to. ſecure 
theſe privileges to us. | Deliverances 
like thoſe which Britain and the Pro- 
teſtant intereſt received on the fifth of 
November were too important to both 
to be loſt in forgetfulneſs by the true 
friends of either. And Iam perſuad- 


ed when you look back upon the con- 


duct of providence towards youtfelf 
and your family, you muſt ſee occa- 


ſions to remark and acknowledge the 


divine goodneſs in a great variety of 
inſtances. Here and there might you, 
and, give me leave to lay, you ought 
to have ſtopped to ere& an Ebenezer, 
and ſing of the loving kindneſs of the 
Lord. Has he protected you or yours 
in perilous circumſtances? has he given 

1 3 you 
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you counſel in difficulty, and ſtrength 
in \ weaknels ? has he: adminiſtred di- 
vine conſolations in ſeaſons of uncom- 
mon diſtreſs, and brought you back 
agaln from the gates of the grave? a- 
bove all has he called you out of dark- 
neſs into his marvellous light, and be- 
gotten you again to a lively and good 
hope, through the riches of his grace 
in Chriſt Jeſus, for eternal glory? 
Surely you, muſt think it your du 
not only to mingle devout praifes with 
your daily prayers, but likewiſe to ſet 
apart ſome ſeaſons more immediately 
for the exerciſes of thankſgiving. Then 
celebrate his mercies in pſalms and 
hymns and ſpiritual ſongs, making me- 
Jody in your heart and with your voice 
unto the Lord. Nature itſelf teaches 
_ thoſe who are untaught by divine re- 
velation this grateful acknowledgment 
of divine favours. Nay the brute cre- 
ation expreſs a ſenſe of them in their 
way. It is highly becoming in a crea- 
ture, and eſpecially a ſinful creature. 
Good men are frequently thus employ- 
ed, and whoſp offereth praiſe, it is ſaid, 
| x n glori- 


* 


| glorifieth Gon, , Herein you are be- 
ginning the work of heaven, and will, 
by ſuch employments as theſe, be form- 
ing for that ſociety of holy and happy 
ſpirits who are ſing IT praiſes of 
him that ſits on the rone,. and the 
Lamb for ever. Adieu! 
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Am apprehenſive, my Philetus, you 

will meet with many things to un- 

fit and indiſpoſe you for the exerciſes 
of devotion. Some will tell you they 
are needleſs, and others will repreſent 

- them as quite unreaſonable. Devo- 
tion, ſays one, © is only the buſi- 
ce neſs of monks.and hermits ;” none 

«© give themſelves up to it,” ſays ano- 
ther, © but the mad or the melancho- 

% ly.” Some will endeavour to per- 
ſuade you that religion conſiſts merely 


to your fellow creatures; and others, 
that it is time enough to be deyout in 


adiieney of a devout life in ge- 
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in a charitable temper and behaviour 
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old age. Buſineſs or pleaſures will 
ſometimes beſpeak your attention at 


the hour of prayer; and it is well if 


you do not often finq a ſad propen- 


ſity to liſten to theſe inſinuations, 
through an evil heart of unbelief that 
is prone to depart from the living Gp. 
But does it not appear to you, in 
our ſerious and thoughtful moments, 
ighly reaſonable that a creature ſhould 


thus call upon his Gop ? Surely the 


moſt high, the creator and governor 
- of heaven and earth is* worthy of alt 
the honour and homnge that we: er 


any of his creatures are capable of reh+ ' 


dering to him. We are the work- 
manthip of his hand and the ſheep of 
his paſture ; daily and houtly depen- 
dant upon his care and bounty, and 
under innumerable obligations to him. 


enjoyment of our lives is from him. 
And ſhall we not daily bow the knee 
in humble adoratien before that GO 


in whom we live and move and have 


our being? Can we be inſtnſible. to the 
hand that guards, and feeds, and clothes 


Every power of our natures, and every 
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and ſtill more as the reden 
Son Obrist Jeſus and heirat 
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welarezandebted! to him for 1 050 pre- 
ſontcEnjoy ment and for out Hopes of 
ee nd an we" a0 

praiſe him and to ſerve ot 
His oreatures in oe -——— heaped 
forms;;fronvithe—higheftHer#þH' to the 


meaneſti reptite;"@wn their dependance, 


«nil ſpeak forifl his prhäſes; and, all 


mani: age deny him this” reaſonable 


tribute? Man whom be has diftin- 
guiſned from among all His creatures 
upon earth by the kens” ef His 

Gab favour? Man that Has forfeited 


Dis Elb by fin / and WHG id Töntind 


y 
prordkinig the - moſt Eight by his A- 
. ? ſhall he "neglect to alk the 
forgiveneſs and favour” of that Cop 
whoſe favour is life, afid whole'frown 


muſt make him wie ler ot 


Gratitude and intereſt forbl iel 5 
oe him this henbur and” 

the children off his family „ant 755 
ſubjects of his moral g wg 
is 


ee to a ingdom n es 


And 


us bontinhaliy d or white we know that 
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And give me leaye to remind you that 
this religious ſervice is no more than 
he hath expreſsly required of us. Draw 

nigh to Gop - exerciſe thyſelf: uhto 
godlineſs - be inſtant in prayer. — watch 
unto prayer, and continue in the ſame 
with thankſgiving — yield yourſelves 
unto, Gop—preſent. your bodies unto 
the Lord æ living facrifice. Nay, his 
word, Tn us many alarming intima- 
tions of the guilt and danger of living 
without Gop in the world; as well as 
ſpeaks in the moſt reſpectful terms of 
ſuch as ' have. walked with him, and 


lived as ſeeing him who is inviſible, 


Let the divine authority, my Philetus, 
be ſacred with you.; Weigh well. the 
dignity and grace that are beautifully 
intermixed in that declaration of your 
divine Lord, Ye. are my friends if 
« .ye do whatſoever: I command you; 

and compare with it that awful truth 
of his holy Apoſtle, James, .** Whoſo- 
* ever ſhall ſo nearly keep the whole 
e law as to offend knowingly and wil- 
e fully though it be only in one point 
* he; i» ue of all; ”» ſo far is he 


os from 
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| fromgpproving! en a faithful ſervant 
of jemas. 

Take no pitts to evade the force of 
fach plain truths of the word of OD 
now ; the time will come when you 

not. Say unto Gop, both in your 
words and in your actions, What- 
e ſoever thou, my ſupreme Lord and 
% lawgiver, haſt commanded that will 
« do and be obedient.” "You muſt 
acknowledge it the part of true wiſ- 
dom to walk in the way of good men, 
and. keep the paths of the rightegus: 
and ſued, in all ker have manifeſted 
& confeientions regard to the' duties of 
devotion. Enoch and Noah, Abta- 
ham, Iſaac and Jacob, Moſes, Han- 
nah and Eliſha, Iſaiah, Jonah, Daniel 
and the reſt of the patriarchs and pro- 
phets under 'the former diſpenl tion 
retired frequently for communion Vith 
Gop. And our divine maſter has here- 
in ſet us an example that Wecſhould 
follow his ſteps. Converſe with his 
- | heavenly father was his daily deligbt, 
and when he could not enyoy N With 
2 in any WO 


diſciples, in all ages, have dund a 


form all their acts of devotion as well 


reaſon. The ſoul feldom fees jitſelf. 
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houſe where: he was A 2 into 
the fields to pour out his ſoul Before 
Gop, and, in eas Elzer af leaf 
continued all night in that ſacted ex- 
erciſe. Nor would he ſuffer either 
the pleaſures of converſe with men, 
or even the important ſervices of his 
publick miniſtry to deprive; him of 
intercourſe with his Father in ſecret. 
He had meat to eat there which the 
world knew not of. And his genuine 
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pleaſure and advantage in ſuch, a de- 
vout retirement ſufficient to recom- 
mend it | to them. af Hypocrites per- : 


as of charity in publick to be ſcen 
of men but the upright in heart ſeek 
fieſt to be approved of Gon and 


admitted near him; and with good 


— 
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its, G@d, or another world in ſo juſt 
andi ſtriking a light as When it is ſhut 
up from. every other object it may 11 
certainly be ; moſt free and foll in its 11 
petitions and lg a as hal. ; 

| . 4 
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and by theſe ſecret exerciſes. of devo- 
tion it is both diſpoſed and prepared 


for a more conftant and profitable diſ- 


charge of every other duty; cſpecial- 
2 do they (as one expreſſes it) trim 
de the lam ſbr the famil and the 
* houfe of God, and 2 it burn 
* in both with a brighter and a ſtronger 
< flame.“ And thoſe that fear the 
Lord have 'alwa delighted in the 
religious duties of both. How ami- 
« able (fa David) ) are thy taberna- 
eine Lord of Hoſts! My foul 
E longeth, yea even faintetlf 8 the 
„ courts * the Lord, my heart and 
my fleſh crieth out for the living 
WT Gon.” Bleſſed are they that dwell 
ann? thine houſe ; for a day in * 
4s * courts is better than a thouſand, 

* Was glad when they ſaid unto 0 
let us go ir into che houſe of the 
Lord.“ 

And "think, my Philetiis, 67 1 
great encouragement you have to hope 
for acceptance in theſe ſacred ſervices. 


What 1 eons reptedeqtatzons does his 
word 


a , 
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word give us of the condeſcention and 
goodnefs, faithfulneſs and grace of the 
object of our religious worſhip! In 
how many inſtances has he both pro- 
miſed and manifeſted his peculiar fa- 
vour to thoſe who thus wait upon 
him! How much is there eſpecially 
in the merciful appointment of Jeſus 
to the office of a mediator, to en- 
courage you to come boldly to the 
throne of grace, to obtain mercy and 
find grace to help in time of need. 
Through him he has given exceeding 
rich and precious promiſes to them 
that ſeek him. He has aſſured. us. 
that be Will regard the, cry of the 

AR ul 0. JN 30 Jt DS 1 4 
ehe, Ful Il not, de le | their 
prayer ; nay his ear is open to the 
voice of their ſapplications; and it is 
repeatedly {Roken of as his delight. 
Seck, ſays his Son eſus, and ye ſhall 
find, aſk and ye ſhall receive, knock 
and it ſhall be opened unto you. And 
in numberleſs inſtances has the de- 
claration of his apoſtle James been 
verified, that the inwrought fervent 


U 2 pray- 
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prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much. Embrace the privile ©, 'm 
Philetus, while it is continue Keel 
the Lord while he may be found, call 
upon him while he is near. It is yet 
the accepted time, it is yet the day of 
ſalvation. Draw nigh to Gon and he 
will draw nigh to you; and ſo make 
it good for you to draw nigh to him. 
A moſt delightful employment! Solo- 
mon fays of all wifdom's ways, that 
they are ways of pleaſantneſs ; but he, 
and his pious father before him, found. 
peculiar pleaſure in thoſe paths in 
which they walked moſt devoutly 
with Gop. A vain wolld may in- 
deed account the exerciſe. of the di- 
vine life enthufiaſtic madneſs, and a 
converſation according to godlineſs a 
melancholy gloom (the natural man 
receiveth not the things of Gop) but 
experience teaches the ſpiritual and 
heavenly minded chriſtian, that it . 
miniſters a ſolid and ſublime joy; 
joy ſuited to his intelligent nature, ** 
his hopes for Immortality. Did you 


| ever, 
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ever, my Philetus, hear of any one 


who had been much in holy inter- 
courſe with Gop, that repented of the 
iety of his youth, or the more aſſi- 
Gon ſervices of his riper years ? ; Was 
ever any one aſhamed of the tears he 
ſhed at the throne of grace on à review 
of miſimproved lee and broken 
vows, or over the ſad 1 ol 
corrupt nature within him ? Did ever 
any of Gop's faithful ſervants , grudge 
K Pans they have taken, or che 
ours they have employed in wateh- 
ing and praying that they might not 
enter into temptation? Can any one 
of that character think the time loſt 
that he has ſpent with Gop in a 
devout retirement from the world's 
ſnares and hurries? Can he wiſh he: 
had been leſs frequent in divine or- 
dinances, or think much of the ex- 
pence or trouble he may have been, 


© © 


at for them ? Can, he, regret it that 
he has laid himſelf under the, ſtrict- 
eſt obligations to be the Lord's in 


ſecret, and in communion with his 


U 3 peo- 


5 4 > ——— — —. 
2 —— — 2 -_ — = 
_ W 25 
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HE vanity. of 
£ his ſoul A rejoiced in the believing 


which it there looks! into the mn 
"7 
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people at his table ? No, he has found 


a a pleaſure in theſe ſacred tranſactions 
that makes the recollection of them 


ſatisfactory, and their return truly de- 
ſirable. Therein he has been admitted 
to. the moſt amiable and endearing 
vi eus, by faith, of his Gop and his 
Redeemer TFT hae: he has ſeen, in the 
convincing and affecting light, 

Ki created goed; and 


ation of its compleat and ever- 

| 77 portion. with joy unſpeakable 
and full of glory. Who can deſcribe 
the holy triumpbs of his ſoul. in a 
humble and grateful furvey before 


Gop of all that goodneſs which he 
has laid up for him, and which he. 


D already on his behalf 
before tlie ſons: of men? Who elſe 
knows the pious pleaſure with which 
it opens: itſelf before him, and vows 
unreſerved obedience to his commands 


and ſubmiſſion to every diſpoſal of his 


idence ? the holy. triumph with 


LE TT E R XVII. 223 
of its title to glory; and realizes the 
company, entertainments and ſervices 
in which it hopes to ſpend its eternity? 
And this is an employment that has 
its ſolid and laſting advantages, as well 
as its preſent pleaſures, When at- 
tended to wiſely it will be far from 

any injury to your temporal intereſt. 
Godlineſs, we are told, has the promiſe 
of the life that now is, as well as of that 
which is to come. But the advantages 
I chiefly. refer to, and which I hope 
you are principally concerned to ob- 
tain, are of a ſpiritual nature; thoſe 
which you may hope to derive from 
thence to the ſoul: both here and here- 
after. I have obſerved to you before 
that the exerciſes of devotion are not 
merely or chiefly valuable for their 
own ſakes; nor are they to be reſted 
in as the end, but practiſed as the 
means of. religion,” and as what Gon 
has appointed to promote that great 
end, 'a mee: neſs for the inheritance of 
the ſaints in light. Keep that end in 


view, and be ſtledſaſt, immoveable, al- 
hip | ways 


AN TINT 


ways abounding in this important p 

of te work of the Lord. You will 
find the happy influence of it to che- 
riſh the divine life in all the ſeveral 
ſprings and actings of it in the ſoul. 
Toe Lecolecton of "theſe ſacted ſea- 
tone, and the ſclemmn tram actions = 
which you have been therein en eg 
before Gop and man, will furn. h 
with a fuitable reply to every 
talion, How Gn I do this Wicked. 
Apes and fin againſt GO ? 3 
Nay you may hope from thence to 
ade ſtrength and grace to enable 
von to withſtand in an evil day, and 
having done all to ſtand. One hour 
employed in holy and devout inter- 
courſe with Gop, through Chriſt Jeſus, 
and in the lively excrents of that faith 
which is the ſubſtance of things hoped 
for, and the evidence of things not 
ſeen, will do much to enable you to 
overcome the world. You will find 
theſe ſacred exerciſes have, under God, 
4 mighty efficacy to bear you up, un- 


- ar o_ — of every burden. None 


but 
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but. thoſe who experience it can tell 
what a relief and conſolation it affords. 
to unboſom the heart to ſuch a friend 
as the bleſſed Gop in ſeaſons of afflic- 


tion and trouble. Nor can any but 


ſuch as have thus caſt their care upon 


him know with what tenderneſs and 
ſucceſs be cares for them. But ſuch 


have, in repeated inſtances, teſtified 


for God in this reſpect. This poor 
% man (ſaid one of himſelf, layin 
his hand upon his breaſt) ** cried = 
* the Lord heard him, and ſaved him 
de out of all his troubles.” O taſte 
and ſee, my Philetus, that the Lord 
is "rs ; bleſſed is the man that 
truſteth in him they that ſeck the 
Lord ſhall not want any good thing 
the righteous cry and the Lord hear- 
eth, and delivereth him out of all his 
woubles. This he often does literal- 
ly; or if the trial be continued he 
ſupports under it and overrules it for 
good; makes it productive of the 
| e fruits of rightcouſneſs here, 
___ 
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= far mort excecding and eternal 
it of mah 
And do but follow the fille who 
bas ſpent his days thus with Gop op- 
on a eln to t ce borders of eternity, 
there" you wilt probably fee much to 
convince you that it is good” indeed 
to draw / near, and to live near to God : 
he hath hope in his death: and what 
he has known of the pleaſures of in- 
tercourſe with his "heavenly Father 
makes him willing to leave the world, 
and be ablehnt; ff mathe "body, that 
he may be forever with lim. What 
_ already known of the authority 
grace of Gop in 1 ſefus, and 
E che prof ofpects opening nt, "take 
*hotror "oh REP the dark 
| cas thiough which he is about to 
paſs to his Lord's preſence. ' The ſting 
of death is taken away, and he 1 
willing and deſirous rather to dep: 
and be wirh Chriſt, which is far 
ter. He knows in whom he has Wee 
lieved, and can rely on the mighty 
om gag the invariable faithfulneſs” and 
grace 


L ET TER XVII 227 


grace of bis Gop and his Redeemer 
to keep w what he has; committed to 
| him againſt that da pi He has learned 

ſomewhat of the ſpirit and begun the 

buſineſs of N and he longs to be 

there, that he. Py, purſue it with an- 
gels and glorified ſaints without inter- 
ruption and without end. — Vou ſay 
now, © let me die the death of the 
"0 righteous,” and mgſt heartily do I 
with that you may,— but then you 
ow live, as he does, a life of faith 
n Gop, and of love and duty. to 
5 and his Son Jeſus. A dying 
hour will trip the ungodly, the ſelf 
deceiver, and the hypocrite of every 
falſe hope. His carnal confidence, and 
his carnal enjoyments , will fail him 
then ; and it is no wonder if they prove 


as thorns in his dying bed to render 


his laſt moments reſtleſs to himſelf and 
diſtreſfipg to all about him. But mark 
e man of true picty, and behold him 
whofe heart has been right with Gon, 


for the end of that man is peace. And 
could yo follow him through the vale 
| of 
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of death into the regions of immorta- 
lity, you would fee in him there an 
eternal recommendation of the path 
in which he has walked with Gop to 
That better country. He finds the plea- 
ſure and benefit of his paſt ſeaſons of 
devout intercourſe with Gop there, 
Be it your conſtant congero, my 
Philetus, your moſt important buſineſs 
upon by this means to get ready 
for heaven—to be. thereby forming to 
a reliſh of heaven's divine employment, 
and to a capacity for it. In theſe ſa- 
cred exerciſes of devotion you may 
hope to learn much of that Baie 
that ſacred deteſtation of every evil 
word and work; that purity of man- 
ners and of heart; that comprehen- 
five affection for the whole family of 
ov on earth and in heaven; that ſu- 
preme love to him that ſiis upon the 
throne and the lamb; that high delight 
in his preſence and ſervice ; and that 
ardent zeal for the honour and glory 
of the Moſt High which conſtitute the 
character and happineſs of angels ap 
k 
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the ſpirits of the juſt made pe fect, 
whom ĩt is ſaid (by: A diſtiß ; 


viſion 85 ppearance'and ethploy- 
bar. And, Ade in white | 
% robes} * 


fore the throne of Gov, 
„add fette him day duct night in 
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Tou, Collected and Explaioed/near- 
ly on the Plan of - Mr..Ryppiman's Ru- 
diments of che Latin. L odT 


III. A DissxRTATTION on the RELI- 
o KNOWLEDGE of the AN cEENT IWS 
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the Work and:the Author 8 other Engage- 
ments will permit. : 


2 The — publiſhed by the 
Rev. Mr. * Addington. 9715 


IV. 1 80 FRIENDLY: INSTRUC- 
TOR. or a Companion for Yours LA- 


DIES and Loud GENTLEMEN, in which 


their Duty to Gop and their Parents, 
their Carriage to Superiors and Inferiors, 


and ſeveral other very uſeful and inſtruc- 
tive Leſſons ate recommended, in n 


and familiar Dialocurss. 
(Adorned with Cutts) 
Wich a Recommendatory Preface by 


NED P. DoppRIÞEE, Tk Djs. 5: 
The Fifth Edition, in two Volumes, neatly 


bound in Red price 18. 6d. 
V. The- Nature and Cauſes: of er- 
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ableneſs of a THokoUGH DETER MINA 
T10N repreſented in three Sermons on Acts 
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Work, for want of which many | 
Men are but ſhadows of what, by the 
_ « Blefling of God, they 
Maxims and Meaſures d down in that 
.*< incomparable Treatiſe were {tre 
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VI. The Reronnenn Parton, a * 


principally to explain and recomm 
 Inftrution and reduc : 
chiſing. To which iz added, An Appen- 
dix, containing ſome Hints of Advice to 
Students for the Miniſtry, and to Tutors. 
Written by the Reverend and Pibus 
Mr. RicnAAD BARTER: 


| | Abridged, and reduced to new Method 


By SamvEL PA 
"The late learned and worthy Dr; Dop- 


enn recommends the Reformed Paſtor 


in the following Werds. It is a moſt 
« extraordinary. Performance, and ſhould. 
<<. be read by every young Miniſter before 
« he takes a People under his ſtated Care; 


and I think the practical Part of irſhould. 


« be reviewed every two or three Years : 
„ For nothing has a greater _—— ” 


% awaken a Miniſter © to that Zeal in 


might be, if the 


« purſued.” Price 2s Stitch d. 


VII. MeprTaTions uf upon various Subs 
„Religious and Moral, in a Train of 
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